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INTRODUCTION. 

"^^I^ERICLES and Aspwa"was published 
Sni^a ii tlic T^ar 1S36, and belongs to 
G^EkSu! ^^^ period of Landor'a life during 
which be composed the loogeit and 
most ctmndemble of his works. It was preceded 
by " The EzamiuatioD of WiUiatn Shakeipeare," 
*iid followed bj the " Fentuneron," and ahowi 
the Greek side of the author's character as clearly 
as the " Pentajneron " ihows his love for the 
Italuui UEe and language. Thongb the work was 
designed, and in great part written at Fiesole, for 
some time before its pu btication Landor bad beeu 
living in England. One of those quarrels, which 
tronbled his home life, had compelled him, in the 
Tear 1S35, to leave his family at Fietole, and 
•ettle Umielf at Batli. There is no trace in the 
book of the private troables of the author ; in its 

• i, > 
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« lirTRODUCTIOlT. 

tone and matter there ig all tke beautiful csloi 
aii4 aiutere chvm which ioi£ht well eooM to tfa 
iq%D, who bad tboogfat of Atbni till h« tweaou 
nliBMt AtlMDlUi aiu) who wrot* bi« tliou(hM U 
the bouH «t PIc*ole alr«adj made funoof u A« 
acene of Boccaccio's " Decameron." In the " Letter 
to an Author," which atanda at the end of the 
first edition, he speaka himself of the view fr<m 
hia gate of Florence and Fiesole, Valdamo and 
Vallombrosa, and io a letter to hia aiatcr tells the 
■tor; of the klndneas vbtch g>ve him the power 
of purchasing the bouae, and all hia del^ht in 
ita aurroundiBgi and asaodationa. The ytan lie 
tpent then are the pleaaanteat part of bit tMndf 
life, and the time when be wrote hli bMt aad 
gtroBgeat woriu, 

LandiM baa warned off the erhic lAo ifaoald 
venture to aeaign to him bii phce as a proN 
miter, " I claim no place,"' be aaya, " in tfae 
world of letters ; I am and will be alone, •• long 
dt I live, and after." The aelf<ritlciam of authors 
is apt ntbcr to anflgeet than to foreatall etitioiiM 
from Dibetc, but it it not *o in tbii oaee. Haw- 
ever well a reader may know the other [iiiiii 
writan of the period, he can gather from thenive 
idea of the atjle or tbou^ta of Leodor. He nxf 
hare beeonc a familiar gtMst In man^ beoke; 
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bntftoH M> tfthM-KUL h« gM A* enUrtaiiKBtot 
Undor earn glva, and fc* will ted in Landor Utik 
tet tlte others hmt girMi. Bcptcially i> tUi 
tne of " F«iidM and A^MM." IlmigktiadMd 
KOo ■• »faM« bopeks* tMk to writ* wkk JMtke 
■■AiuxBrmcflteineBarsiiftlidAtknoofFtfieln 
M a. date when Grote'a bMtory wm Mill mnwrhUB. 
Tkatfctnyof Spartan VittM and AtJksniwn vice 
vn nil! preraieDl. The Freocb R«volu*i(» laad 
Wt biUad it a pnrfoand dbbcUcf iN tfa* po*> 
riUiitreftbecxiMeDMofwiKlOm oTirMScomdMt 
in a democratic state. Mitfbrd's " History <X 
Greece" ikbws deailf the way in wMch maa j tien 
«t the tima r«ad tlis htstoty oC che PelopooBCiiu 
war and th« Athenian enipirCL But itiaoBaofthe 
MKitcof Londor'a book that there isootracB in 
h of aach a Tiew. The anthor was too coasiatein 
a T^mbliean to (e^ any temptation to believe in 
SpArtui virtue ; aad without Grotc's knowledge 
•f Ike workkig of the Athenian constitutioD lie 
efos anticipatca hit eoocluaioiis in a Hog^lar 

h was- Lander's good fortune to coma to the 
tCadj of Atheoian Wb &am the revolntioDary ride, 
tatfaei flian from the rcactiooary. It waa i^m bh 
g«od foitHne to poneM » knowledge of Greek 
liteniture and biatoiy BsriT^led 'm ite own 
fwliiii way. He had read nouly mej^ra^ ; 
MaA not only the fpttt antlm*, but dw the 
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■inmll ODM ; and what ii more, he Temembered 
what he bad T«id. The excellence of hii 
mcTHOry enabled him to write withont refbr- 
encea, and yet make fewer blunden than mi^ 
have been faared. There are indeed pMHgea in 
the book wbicb urn at being learned, and only 
mcceed in bebg abeurd ; and there are cert^ 
anachroniimi and misUkee, some of which have 
been pcnnted out in the Note* ; bat coQNdering 
the mail of altunont, the Bcholanhip i* ai aceuimte 
ai ia needful, and &r more accurate than conld 
have been expected. 

To the wise reader an latrodQction ii an oppor- 
tunity for ikippii^, m at anj rates eauie for »• 
fleeting: that what was written hut can aafely b« 
read laM. In,'the caie of " Pericles and Aipaaia" 
there is, however, tome eicuie for both the writing 
and the reading of an Introduction. No man can 
carry in his head the details of the history of 
Athens. Yet it wai apparently in the eipectatioii 
of findinfr a public thus learned thit LandM' 
wrote his work. He sayi, truly enou^, in bl* 
Preface to the fint edition, that he is writing 
not history, but memoin. But to nnderatandtbe 
memoirs of a time demand* uime knowledge of 
the hiitory, especially when the memoirs are 
occasionally at variance with history. To point 
out snch pa*iag«« in the Notes would have meant 
a terions increaie in their number and length. 
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It has accMdiogly becD tiiongbt better to place 
in the IntTodnctioQ a ahort sketch of the penod of 
hUtoiy covered by thU book, and lome criticiim 
of Landor'a treatmeDt of it. The period «a treated 
ezteadi from the landing of Atpasis at Athen 
doim to the death of Peiidei. 

At the date of Aipaiia'i landing in Alheiii, 
that liXj must hare been almost at the height of 
its gloiy. Their land empire had indeed &llen 
from the Atbeniuu, and, with the exception «f 
Attica itielf, they barely possessed a spot dl grovnd 
on the mainland. Achtea, Megara, and Bceotia, 
had been lost at Uie disastrous battle of Cmonea ; 
and though Pericles had ceconqneied the bland 
of Enbcea,> which JMned in the revolt, of theii 
other pouei^ons the Athenians were only able 
to retain the port of M^fara. The Lacedtemo- 
niaos bad also seized the opporttmity of invading 
Attica, and only by a bribe bad Peridei been able 
to avert the utter ruin thus threatened. By the 
peace then concluded both sides had agreed to 
TCbain from hostilities for thirty years ; each 
state retained the territory actually possessed by 
it, and each undertook to listen to no complainta 
from the allies of the other. Athens thus loet 
her land empire, but retained the empire of the 
i^rean, and acquired the peace which Pericles 
saw to be needfnl for her development, It was 
> See Letten XCV. and XCVL 
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dwtng tkk peuQ thmt Landor mppoM* AifMM 

to bM Indod in Aifaou. 

TIlC eowpNrt of Icnia bj tlie PenUiu htd pio- 
4mm1 m tlhct upon the dnliaUitM of Grcec* 
not OBlike that afCenraxdt brought about bj tfie 
&U of Coottantinoide. Thecoasttof Asia UiiMr 
and. the iiUnda near wars the cnuOe ot Greek 
lita«tnn and pfailonpfay. Of the earliart U»- 
tHiau Cadmoa and H«catKus weie natina td 
If iktv : of poeta, Sappho and AksiB ware ben 
H^food anong the iatand*. Tbaks o( Hiktw 
«M Ac fact of thoM pUlotophen 1^ gave an ia>- 
pnN to the thongfat of the wotld, from which it 
hM icattelj 7«t CKaped. All this w«alth of 
lUKnrledge and intell^encc the advmca of the 
tautim had diircn westward, and by far the 
luyMt ahse of it wa« Mquired bj Atheni. The 
pap«]«tion, indeed, went brthet west atill, and 
faudod in Italy- and Sidlj a new Gicece, but the 
Athenian! reaped the harvest of the intellectual 
impiike given bj the migration. Before the 
PeiuaD invasion the intellectual centre of Greece 
wu in Ionia ; after it Athens was incontesttbly 
^tbat it* name has grown to mean. How much 
that ia, it ii liaid to realise, even in the buMect 
NHinet^ Such s body of men, as the AtheoiaBi, 
have never tince existed in ao small a compaM, 
aad what th^ could not supjdy for themselves, 
othera were nady to bring them. The Pineni 
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ms «ot oaty the Got port id Greece to lAlafa tka 
ntRclMmt iteered hit goods ; it wu «1m tbe 
reulieK maitet fbi new ideas in litermtun or {dii' 
lofophy. Hsrodotui came t« AtlMna ta reid V» 
hittoiy ; Anuagoras came thither witb hit tbeory^ 
of the all-creating ndnd ; every tpirit, tlut found 
its home too dhtow for it, drifiad tomtrdt tb« 
dty, which to every looiui wu tbe he«d <A tbo 
JoaJtm league, and the saTionr of looia from the 
rale irf Perria. Aipatia'a flight from MOetiM 
yn* bat one initance of the tmdeney ef th« 

This immigratioD from looia bnnight vMi it 
not onlj philoiophj uid letters, bi^t alto art. 
When Xenes deitroyed Athena, and bnmed its 
temples, he left a dear gpaee for Periclea and the 
sRiita who surrounded him. What that metM 
in AthcdQt, dwellers ia London, who tea Wren'a 
monumeDts on all sides of then, csn only faintly 
understand. For the fire of Loadtm cuw at a 
tine of BRisdc decadence, and the destruction Ot 
Athens at a time of artistic growth. Some few Ct 
the dattroyed sanetnariei had been rebttih bjr 
(Mam, and an endeavour had been made hj tlu 
Atheniaat to enliet the iriioleof Graeee m thfl 
enterprise of teeto ri n g througfaoot tlw whole 
coontiy tbe temples ruined by tfaeinvmden. The 
Ulms of tliia attempt did not move Parieka froai 
hi* determination to reatore to increaaed qriMtdoar 
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tha shiines of the Godi ia Attics. The means to 
do this were found in the coDtributiooa from the 
tiUie* of the Ionic confedentioQ. The treasure- 
cheit of the ccofederatioD bod at fint been placed 
at Oelos, from which place, at the auggeBtioa of 
the Stmiatii, it had been ramoTcd to Athenl. 
Horeorer, the allies had veiy wHIioglj coniented 
n> allow the Athenians alone to bear the burden 
of keeping up the navy required to retist any 
posaible attack from Persia ; and they cheerfully 
paid the contribulion of money which thuB re- 
placed the contingent of ships and man formerly 
required of them. From this source, than, 
Pericles had at hand a. considerable store of 
money. No danger was to be apprehended from 
PerHa, and he considered himself at liberty to nie 
thetreasnre to decorate Athens so long as the 
allies were kept &ee ft'om any fear of a fresh 
invauon. 

Throughout Attica the templet of the Gods were 
rebuilt. On the cape of Suninm the thtine of 
Athene was restored ; at Rhamnus a new temple 
of Nemesis grew up betide the old one ; sod a 
ttatne of the Goddess, the work of Phidias, was 
fitly placed there, carved from a block of marble 
brau^t from the field of Marathon. But it was 
In thfld^ itself that mott was done. The Plneua 
was almott completely rebuilt with wide regular 
•tiMtt after the plan of Hippodamut, an Ionian 
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dweller in Athens, A great eicbange — a system 
of piers suid docks, vitb appropriate warehouses, 
public inns, and all needful buildings-— made tlie 
port of Athens the necessar; centre of the trade 
of Greece. Orer the few miles that lay betireen 
the sea and the main dtj, the long walls secured 
communication at all times. So long as Athens 
was mistress ofthe.£gceBn, the trade of the Pineui 
was secore, and there was little need to fear uiy 
attack by land. It was not pos^ble to imitate, 
in the city itself, the plan of rebuilding pursued 
in tiie port-town. For the houses had grown up 
along the old lines of the streets without regard 
to architectural design ; on the acropolis, however, 
there was open ground, and it was there that 
Pericles and his artists found their opportunity. 
The rock fortress, no longer needful as a citadel, 
became the centre of the city's beauty ; and con- 
spicuous among the restored temples of the God* 
the statue of Athene, cast in bronze by Phidias, 
shone ont from the summit, 

It would at first ught seem that the stateamao 
who presided orer the building of so many 
temples, could not but be a devout worshipper of 
the popular Gods. The piety which builds and 
admns churches ii, however, not always distin- 
pdshed by holy zeal tor the worship of their sup- 
posed inhabitants. In the minds of the Athenian 
people the reli^on of their ancestors was a very 
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real tact, md one they were alwaji ready to de- 
fend with acrimany agaiiat all attacks, real or 
imaginary. A proMcution for Impiety or Uas- 
pbemy, to use the modem phrase, was always a 
popular act in Athens. For in that dt^ the 
people at large were more bent on enibrcing or- 
thodoxy than their rulers, a state of thin^ nrcly 
to be diicovered in any ether period of history. 
Pericles himself was no exception to the rule. 
The intimacy in which he lived with Anaxagons, 
and the respect he at alt times showed towards 
him, would be enough to show that the creed of 
Pericles was not the creed of Alhens. The phi- 
losofdier, who tat^ht that the sun was a mass of 
red-hot iron, had oatorally for bis pupil a states- 
man who paid no heed to an eclipse. The whole 
growth of Greeic philosophy, indeed, went on 
apart from the prevailing religion. From the 
scattered references to philosophers, which occui 
in Landor's worlc, it is clear that he appreciated 
thia antagonism. Indeed, one of bis ama cbargei 
i^inst Socrates and Plato is, that they perverted 
philosophy from the simple study of natural ob- 
jects into a new creed as unintelligible and base- 
less as that which it replaced. Socrstes's genius 
is every Ut as incredildie to him aa the orack of 
De^>bi, and rather more objecUonable, because 
more InlMigible. Anaxagoras, on the other hand, 
be fegands •• the last fcnsibk ^ulosophM who 



...Ccgic 



INTKOOVCTIOK. Hx 

tpp«ared in Greece. The c<»ception of the hii- 
toij of philosophy as a transitioD from science to 
metapbjnica is probably coirecL Unfortunately 
the man, whom Landor selects m the last of the 
ftudenti of scieDce, U rather to be looked upon as 
the fiiTt of the metajdiysicians. It is difficult to 
piece together the Kattered fragments of Anai- 
■gorag which have come down to cs, but from 
them and other sources it seemi clear that when 
{..aodoT classed li^etber Metou, Democritus, and 
Anaiagforaa, as bumble students of nature, he 
ppdce in forgetfulness of tlie substance of the teach- 
ing; of two out of the three. Hispiaiseinittentirtty 
is deserved b; Meton alone, aod only by Demo- 
critns if we credit tiie accounts of bis life, which 
sUte that he was the first who practised experi- 
mental philosophy. Bnt even if this be true, it 
is impossible to believe that he rested his theory 
of nature upon experiment ; and thougph modem 
science has in name adopted his theory of atoms. 
It owes little more thui a name to him. The phi- 
losophy of Anaiagoras has perished even more 
completely ia its details, but he and the other 
^ulMophera of his time may share the credit of 
Irnii^ origiaat«d the coBception that lies at the 
root of til DiMi^ytics. For some centuries after 
dual liX thinking men agreed that the evidence 
of » man's ffeasei was untrustworthy, and needed 
(9 h* npbccd by the lye cu Utions of hit tw«M< 
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Melon, however, was perhaps in the fulltit senie 
■ true obierver of nature. He was, in &ict, a 
student of astronomy, the first of the true sdencea 
to attract student*. The exact natnre of hit dii- 
coveriet it uncertain, and the charscter assigned 
to him 1^ Landor is purely imaginary. It is, 
however, certain that the Athenian calendar wai 
refoTDWd hy him or bis disdples, that the tame in- 
ventor set up in Athens an instrument for discover- 
ing the time of year, and tliat Meton himself WM 
concerned in bying out the town of the Pineus, 
and in arranging the water-tupplj of Athens. The 
reformation of the calendar was, like most inch 
reformations, bitterly opposed, and wat not 
generally adopted. 

Something must be added respecting the litera- 
tore of the period. It is curious to note how 
small a number of the Greek poets were actually 
citizens of Athens. The three tragedians, and 
Aristophanes, bive grown so famous, that they 
obecuie the bet that until the rise of dramatic 
poetry Athens was hi behind the more eastern 
parts of Greece. In the drama, indeed, she itood 
first and almost alone ; but in the domain of 
lyric poetry there are no great Athenian names j 
and thou^ we are told that the Athenians ex< 
celled in dithynunbic verse, the statement conveys 
little information In view of Ihe fact that none of 
tt ha* come down to our time. It would not be 
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true to fuggest tbU the Athenian drams wu con- 
temporary with the loniaii Ijric. In the age of 
Pericles the Ijnic period «u over, and the drama 
had taken its place. But this very statement of 
the case shows once more the fact that the sudden 
buiBt of inteUectuat (plendour in Athens after the 
Persian warirasin truth due to the transplantation 
of Greek civilization boaX Ionia to Attica. In 
the new soil the plant shot out in a new fashion 
with more ^endid flowers and fruit. The Mile- 
sian Aapasia came to Athens to find there AAenian 
art, lileratnre, and philosophy, which all owned an 
Ionian parentage. 

The political hialory of Athens under Pericles 
interested Landor but little. There is no mention 
in the book of Thucydides, the son of Melesias, 
the great opponent of PeHcleg, or of Ephialtes, 
his great supporter. In one of the essays affixed 
to the first edition he does indeed point out the 
peculiar virtue of the Athenian etate ; but he was 
clearly ignorant of the details of its working, and 
not anxious to undertake the taak of interpreting 
the obscurities of the "graplieparanomon,"or the 
payments to the dicasts. An editor may be for- 
given (or not rushing in, where an author has 
declined to tread. But the history of the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, from its outbreak up to the death 
of Pericles, is so frequently alluded to in the second 
volume, that a few words must be given to it. 
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The jem of pesc« which fallowed the loM of the 
Athenian land empire ilescribed above were only 
broheti by the war with Samoa of wliich Landor 
hlmMlf hu given a full account. But about the 
eleventh year of the thirty years' truce ■ quarrel 
arose between Corcyra and Corinth which proved 
the beginning of a genera.! war. The relationship 
between these two states was the ill-defined one of 
colony and tnoUier-city ; and in this ease was 
further complicated by the bet that the dispvCt 
between them related ta the city of Eptdamnus, 
which, though a colony from Corcyra, h»d appbed 
for aid to Corinth as the original founder of both. 
It is most probable that in this dispute strict 
justice lay on the side of Corcyra. That state 
was, however, unpopvlar in Greece, and entirely 
without allies. In their fear of the Coiinthiatis 
tiiey at last deserted their traditional policy of 
Isolation, and resolved to apply to Athens for 
Mslstance. The Corinthians, on their side, tent 
ambassadors to dissuade tbe Athenians from en- 
tering into any engagements towards the Corcy- 
raeans. The speeches of both sides are given by 
Thucydides, and in Letter CLVI. Landor has 
attempted to construct the speech which Pericles 
delivered on this occasion. Unfortunately he has 
in some respects misunderstood the chronological 
order of events. The origin of the intense abger 
of the Corinthians against Athens was the policy 
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(Musucd bj the Athenisn* towu^ Corcyis. It 
wu thii that induced tho Corintbians to provolu 
the revolt of FotidKs, uid to intrigue with Fer- 
dkcsfc JtwM then event* which brought about 
the rangreM of the Lacedasmo&ian alliei at Sputa 
which decided, tobegin the P^oponneuan war. Tht 
■rgumenti in fiivoni' of lupportiug the CorcjnMU 
aieauchu Pericleimi^t euilj have used on the 
occasion ; and the account of the revolt of Potidsa 
agreei with that ^ven by Thucydidea. It is 
cnrioui that Landor should have exactly inverted 
the order of events, and yet have made no error 
in the details described by him. 

The conduct of Pericles in resiiting the UDJniti- 
fiable demands of the LacedtEmoniaos and their 
allies seems to have been received with some dis- 
bmnr at Athena. At all events, to this period 
inuat be referred the proiecutiMis described by 
Landmr in Letter CLXI. and those following. 
But here again the account given by Landor is 
cnricnwly, and apparently wilfully, incomplete. 
Id the whole of the book there are but two slight 
allnaiona to the sculptor Phidias, Yet this artist 
was one of the more intimate friends of Pericles. 
like Anaxagoias and Aspada, he was prosecuted, 
and, less fortunate than they, he died in prison 
before his triaL Poicles, however, escaped with 
undiminished power from these attacks, and the di- 
rection of the war remabed in liis hands. The 
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ntmoit endeaYonn of the AthenUni woe directed 
towardi the reductioD of Potidtea ; and in other 
parts of Greece a strictly defeaaive policy \na fol- 
lowed. The iovasiotis of Attica, undertaken b; the 
Lacedscmoniuia and tbeir allies, met with no reust- 
aace and no success, for all the inbaUtants of that 
countty were safely housed in Athens. The de> 
vastatioD of the country was avenged by a counter 
attack upon the coasts of the Peloponnesus ; and 
the Corinthian Sect, the only possible opponent 
of Athens by sea, was kept in check by tlie vio 
tones of Phonuio in the Gulf of Corinth. But of 
all the enemies of Athens the Megarians suffered 
the most Wtterly. The quartel was an old one. 
After soliciting and accepting the aid of Athena 
gainst Corinth, the Megarians, by their revolt, 
had placed Athens in a position of the utmost 
danger, and caused the loss of her iriiole land 
empire. At a later period still the Mq;ariani 
had offended Athens yet further by allowing fugi- 
tive slaves to take refuge witbio their borders; 
and the murder of the heialds sent to demand 
their restoration had made all friendship between 
the two states wholly impossible. A decree had 
Bccordii^ly been passed through the Atheniaii 
assembly, brtudding any Megarian to enter Attica 
on pain of death or to tnide in the Athenian 
market The resulting distress in Megara waa 
great, for Athens was the only market open to 
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ber produce, and her complainU of this exduucm 
were laid before the congresK at Sparta. To 
piiniah tlje M^;ariaDS for this compkint, the 
AtheniauB resolved to invade Uegara twice in 
every year of the «rar ; and it oumot be doubted 
that the picture of the distress of that countcj 
giTen bj Arittophaoet is as correct as his treat- 
went of the subject wotild aJlow. 

The first serious blow to the Athenian empire 
came not directly from the hands of her enemies. 
The plague of Athens has been to macy times 
desciibed that there is no need to attempt any 
account of it here. Accounts of physical horrors 
were little to Landor's taste ; and he avoids the 
subject by lapposing Aspaaia to have left Athens 
at the commencement of the outbreak. The old 
age of Anaiagoras, the character of Alcibiades, 
and the meeting of Agataemaon and Iphigeneia 
in Elysium are more congenial to his taste than 
the Eufierings of the sick. It is almost a surprise 
to the reader to come to the last letter from 
Pericles, and the two letters from Alcibiades 
telling of his death and of that of Cleone. 
The death of Pericles ends the book, and the 
history of Aspatia and Athens must each proceed 
as best they may without the noblest actor in 
them. That Aspaaia lived on, we know, but of 
her life we know little or nothing. There is a 
story that she married Lysidet, » second-rata 
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and taught him eloquence of a kind, 
but it is better to diibeliere it. The history of 
Athena after the death of Periclea is better known, 
but there i« no need to tell it here. 

The firtt edition of "Periclet and Aspasia** 
wu published in the jrear 1S36, In two octavo 
Tolnmea. Thii edition containa a preface and aa 
introduction to the first Tolnmea, which do not 
appear in the tecond edition, and an ode' in pndse 
of Andrew Jackson ia prefixed to the second 
volume which ia also not reprinted. Two essajs, 
one on the Athenian couititntion and one entitled 
" A letter to an Author," are added to the book, 
but were omitted in the aeeond edition. The 
•pellh^ ia in Lander's usual eiratic style. 
" Pericles and Aspasia '' was reprinted in 1846 
in the collected edition of Landor's woika pub- 
lished by Moxon. The peculiar spelling of the 
first edition has disappeared, and there are a large 
number of alterations and additions. The only 
other reprint is that contained in the collected 
wo^ published b? Meaara. Chapman and Hall 
in 1876. The present reprint folloni the last 
two editions, but it it believed that all the more 
Important vaiiationa between the first and second 
editions have been pointed out in the notes. 

The bust from which the portrait called 
" Aipasia " has been taken Is to be found in tha 
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Berlin Mumun, and there Is a copy in the Lonne. 
Tfa« most that can be lud for it it that it may be 
a portrait of Aapaaia, whereM the head usuaJlj 
givea aa hen is certainly cot genuine at aU. The 
portiaiti of Pericles and Aldbiadei are &om 
well-lmown originalt. The portrait of Landor ii 
from a drawing by William Bewidi, preserved in 
the British IMuienm, the nw of which wai kindly 
niggeited fay Mr. Colvin. It ha« never been 
reproduced before. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY^ 
THE EARL OF MULGRAVE, 

LOKD UnmMAirT of nSLAND. 

Mr LoKD, 

SEN an author i* denroiu of prefixing 
an iUustnoiu name to hit title-page, 
it hai umally been thought proper, of 
Ute, to Mlicit the permissioa. I, who 
nerer aik. anything of aaynun, would leait ofall 
aik tht*; and were it peisdventure in my bandi, 
■honld be apt to let it drop out of them. Long 
befon ytm were in poaiession of power (you will 
remember) I prognoiUcated it from the aipect of 
the 1unca> I cleajJy saw the necearity of jonr 
becosung more than a man of rank, or even of 
geniiia. Your ^cellency will correct the bnlti, 

[1 Onilttdd Ib 9Mtf irf. Fix tvAa talatntOcai on tin 

nhrifirf **^*** " ' Tjifcrfnrmd tTiknnhlfwnm^M^ Uti Coltbl'l 
Ijllliir, p. M7'] 
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uid iaaimoch U sagaci^, int^rit;, finnneu, ud 
modentioB cu do it, will coinpenMt* ibf the 
iniqi^ties uid •trodtle* of *ii eeottuiea i jtn will 
unite Great Bribuu and Ireland; which our 
princes and parliaments, until nolr, have never 
wisely pUnned nor bonutlj intended. 

With the high respect due to your Excellency 
from every fiiond of peaci tad justice in both 
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ADVERTISEMENT.' 

^Ofilg E who open* theM Letters (or a History 
sK^K of the Times, will be dliappointed. 

> Walpole's ? And jret perhaps be 
rao over them with pleasure. If he cannot do the 
lune here, if he regrets that many are wanting of 
Peridei, let him take comfort in learning by heart 
the two first " Viari " of Thucydides, and in 
repeating, u he walki along, the (terling and 
■trennoiu orations they contain. It is easy to 
throw pieces of history into lettera : many hsve 
done it ; but there ia no spedes of composition so 
remote from veri-similitude. Who can imagine 
to hinseU a couple of correspondent* sitting down 
for luch a purpose, and never taming their eye* 
toward any other object? Better stand on the 

( of antiquity, and look about us. 

I difficult to avoid ever; eapreuion and 
[> OmlttMl In tod td.] 
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evety thou^t attribnted to Pericles by die 
ancienti, and particularly ia componng the ors- 
tiom ; yet this bai been done. The longer of them, 
which he might be co&cdTed to have Bpokeu on 
many occnireaces, ai geDcral and Btateaman, hare 
been omitted. 
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PERICLES AND ASPASIA. 



ASPASIA TO CLXONE, 

^^^^LEONEl IwriUfTOmAchens. I hasten 
^^^MQ CO mset jour raprtNuJies, and to stifie 
JM^EM them in mj embrace. It was wrong' 
,uL&lM xo hav« left Hiletua at all : it waa 
wrong: to li»ve parted from you without entrusting 
jrou with mj aecreL No, no, neither was wrong. 
I luTe withstood many tears, my sweet Ckone, 
bat never your'i ; you could always do what jou 
would with me ; and 1 should have been wind- 
boond by you on the Meander, as surely aud 
inexorably, as the fleet at Aulis by Diana. 

Ionia is br more beautiful thui Attica, Miletus 
than Athena ; for about Athens there is no verdure 
— DO spacious and full sad Sowing river ; few 
g^ardens, ntany olive-trees, bo many indeed that 
we seem to be in an eternal cloud of dust.^ How- 
ever, when the sea-breezes blow, this tree itself 

[1 " And tbe kJlli OTSuadud bahmd b; Ihg bint per 
oli«-treM." 
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looki bt»utiful ; it looki, in iti pliabU uid luidu- 
laCing brandiM, irresolute u Arudnei when the 
«ai u^;cd to fiy, and pale u Qrithjia* when the 
«u borne iwbj. 



CLEONE TO ASTASIA. 
^^H^OME out, Aapuia, from among those 
HwmQ olive*. You would nerer have nid 
V^mn a word about any lucb thingi, at mch 
' a time, unleu you had met with an 
adventure. When you want to hide lomewhat, 
you alwayv niu into the thickets oiF poetry. Prsy 
love Ariadne with Baccbui,* she cannot be safer ; 

£1 " For Ihu of old filr Ailad» hwd 

B(tld Tlioeiu from tho ^eighi al hii crnpriiv 
Tm Ins t* him ; ukd wjlh Um on bit liif 
Tbe mildeB Sad, taitma b« luhn'i wiwh." 

ApaUaniui R/iodim, ia. 9^ J 

p " And Zoeg uid iwtft CiUb thllber cams, 
Tbcy, wham Ibe diDgfalcr of Erectheiu boa 
To iiv nn^ wind pid fu In vintry ThrHifr 
Foe *• tha Bwidea ORttkyis duscd 
Bvld* nfasm savr BoRU lame 
And "(Hi^T'1 ba tram ihe fair Athalu lud." 

AtoUonim Sludlia, i. iioj 

[■ " WItli Thncu Red bgr Bocatfc and bar Tolea. 
And Aiiie In nlB ibe tiiid ID Rr ; andthike 
Stood mmbliBf like a leed vitbn Iho nuivh. 
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ud Orithyia with Boreai, if Jou hive any reve- 
rence for the mysteriei of the godi. Now I have 
almoat a mind to Bay, tell me nothing; at all of 
whit ha4 happened to you tiace you left us. This 
would punish you as you deserve, (or you know 
that you are dying to tell it. The vcneraUe and 
good-natured old widow, Epim«dea, will have 
u-oubte enough, I foresee, with her visitor front 
Asia. The Milesian kid will overleap her garden- 
wall, and browse and butt everywhere. I take it 
as a matter of certainty that you are with her, for 
I never heard you mention any other relative in 
Athens, and she was, I remember, the guest of 
your house. How she loved yon, dear good 
woman I She would have given your &tfaer, 
Aziochus, all her wealth for you. But «Hien you 
were seven years old you were worth seven time* 
over what you are now. I loved you then myself. 
WeU, I am resolved to relieve you of your secret. 
Prodigal scatlerer of predous hopes, aud of 
smiles that seem to rise fmm the interest you feel, 
and not from the interest yon ezdte, what victim 
have you crowned trith flowers, and selected to 
^11 at your altar ? 
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&j9K3i2PIRIT of divioacioa I how dared yoa 
^^k^^ bud me out? And how dared you 
^ ^i3^ wcuae me of poetizing 1 You who 
'*^'^^ pomize more eitr>v*giDtly yoiusetf. 
Mine, I do iouK upon it, i* no worse than we 
girli in general mre apt to write ; "aad no better," 
you will replj, " thaD we now and then ue con- 
demned to lliten to, or diapoied to read." 

Poettj' i* the weiEhtleu integument that our 
butterflies alwaja thed in our path ere they iriag 
tlieir way toward ui. It is precjaety of the nme 
fmm, colour, and inbatonce, far the whole geneis- 
tion. Are all mine well J and all youra I I sfaail 
be very angry to hear that mine are. If they 
do not weep, and look wan, and licken, why then 
1 mnit, out of very ipite. But may the Gods, in 
their wisdom, keep ttot only tlieir hearts, but their 
'persons too, juat where they are ! I intend to be 
in lore here at AUieni. It is trae, I do assure 
you, when I have time, and idleness, and courage 
for it. 

Ay, ay, now your eyes are ruoniag over all the 
rest of Uie letter. Well, what have you found f 
where is the place ! i will keep you in suspense 
DO longer. Ai soon as there was any light at all, 
we discovered, on the hill above the city, crowds 
of people and busy preparations. You are come 
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ASPA81A TO CL£0H2. 
I^|fngv3 WAS detennined to close mj letter 
^^^W|g wheo your curiosity was at the higbest, 
j^SWra that you might Sutter and fsJl from 
IssiBbjS the clouds like Icarus. I wanted two 
things ; &rst, that yon should bite your Up, an 
attitude in which you alone look pretty ; and 
secondly, that yotl diould say half angrily, "Thi« 
now is exactly like Aspasia." I will be remem- 
bered ; and I will malce you look just as I would 

How fortunate t to hare arrived at Atheill, at 
dawn, on the twelfth of Elaphebotion.' On this 
day begin the festivals of Bacchus, and the theatre 
is thrown open at sunrise. 

What a theatre I what an elevation I what a 
prospect of city and port, of land and water, of 
porticoes and temples, of men and heroes, of 
demi-gods and gods t 

It was indeed my wish and Intention, when I 
left Ionia, to be present at the first of the Diony- 
naes ; but how rarely are wishes and inlentlont 
to accomplished, even when winds and waters do 
not interfere 1 

I will now tell you sIL No time was to be 
lost, BO I bMlened on shore in the dress of an 
Athenian boy, who came over with his mother 
from LemnoB. In the giddiness of youth, he 
forgot to tell me that, not being yet eighteen 
[1 OinUanh.] 
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f«an old, he could not b« admitted, and be left me 
on the stepi. My heart tutk within me, ao uaaf 
yoaag men itared and whispered ; ytt. Dever was 
■Cranger treated with more dvilitj. Crowded aa 
the theatre waa, (for the tragedy had b^un,) 
evei7 tax made room for me. When they were 
Mated, and I too, I looked toward the stage ; and 
behold there lay before me, bat a£u off, bound 
npiHi * rock, a more majestic form, and bearing 
a countenaace more heroic, I should rather cay 
more divine, than ever my imagination had con- 
ceived I I know not faow long it was before I 
discovered that a* many eyes were directed 
toward me as toward the competitor of the 
gods. I was neither flattered by it nor abashed. 
Erery wish, hope, sigh, sensation, was successively 
with the champion of the human race, with hia 
antagonist Zeus, and his creator JEichyha. How 
often, O Cleone, have we throbbed with his 
injuries I how often hath his vulture torn our 
breasts J how often have we thrown our arms 
around each other's necic, and half-renounced 
the religion of our fathers 1 Even your image, 
inseparable at other times, came not acrosa me 
then ; Prometheus stood between us. He had 
resisted in silence and disdain the cruelleit tor- 
tures that Almightiness could inflict ;' and now 
arose the Nymphs of Ocean, which heaved its 
vast waves before us ; and now they descended 
with open arms and sweet benign countenances, 
and spake with pity ; and the insurgent heart was 
mollified and quelled. 
I sobbed — I dropt. 
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CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

SS^Bg^S this teilitig me all? you hithlea 
^^^HK creature I Thero is mucli to be told 
r^^JTO when AipaiU £^tB Id the theatre : 
^boHmI and Aipaiu in disguise I 

H; iwcet and dear Aspaaia I with all jponr 
bean^, of which jou cannot but be comdoui, 
hinr is it possible jou could have hoped to bf 
undetected ? Certainly there never waa any 

Fomerlj 70D were rather so about your poetiy : 
but now you really write it well, you hare over* 
oome this weakness ; nay, yon doubt whether 
yonr best verses are tolerable. You have told 
BMi this serctal times, and you always say what 
yon think, unless when any one might be hurt 
or displeased. I am glad the obeervatioa comet 
acrosi me, for I must warn you upon it. 

Take care then, Aspasia ! do not leave off 
entirely all dissimulation. It is m feuuDine a 
viitne, and as necessary to a. woman, as reli^on. 
If you are without it, you will have a grace 
the Icsa, and (what you could worae spare) a sigh 
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AspAsia to CLEOKE. 
^g|K^ WAS not qnitc well whea I wrote to 
j^^^^ 70U. When I am not quite well I 

Where did I leave off ? 

Ah, Cleone I Cleone I I have learnt your leuon ; 
I am dinembliiig ; it most not be with jroiL 
M; teon xn b11in|f. I acted unworthily. And 
mre these tears indeed ior mj fault against yon 1 
I cannot tell ; if I coutd, I would candidlj. 
Every thing that hat happened, every thing th«t 
■hall happen hereafter, I will Uy upon your 
knees. Counsel me — direct me. Even were t 
as sensible as you are, I should not be able to 
discover my own feults. The clearest eyes do 
not see the cheeks below, nor the brow above 

To proceed then in my narrative. Every thing 
appeared to me an illuiitm butthe tragedy. Wbat 
was divine seemed hnman, and what was hiinun 
seemed divine. 

An apparition of resplendent and unearthly 
beauty threw aside, with his slender aims, the 
yotilbs, philosophers, magistrates, and generab, 
that surrounded me, with 'a countenance as con- 
fident, a motion as rapid, and a cotuQund a* 
nnrensted as a god. 
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" Strainer 1 " said he, " I come from Pericles, 
to offer yaa ray assistance." 

I looked in his ^e ; it was a child's. 

" We have attendants here who shall conduct 
yoa from the cra«rd," (aid be. 

"Venus and Cupid 1" died one. 

" We are doga," growled another. 

"Worse !" rejoined a third, "wesre slaves." 

" Happy man I happy man t if thou art th^rs," 
whispered the next in his ear, and foDoved us 
close behind, 

I have since been informed that Pericles, who 
late below us on the first seat, was the only mao 
who did not rise. No matter ; why should he ? 
why did the rest? But it was very kind in him 
to send his coostn ; I mean it was veiy kind for 
•o proud a man. 

Ejnnedea wept over me when I entered her 
house, and burned incense before the Gods, and 
led me into my chamber. 

" I have a greaX deal to say to yon, my dear 
Aspasia ; but you must go to sleep : your bath 
shall be ready at noon ; but be sure you sleep till 
then," said she. 

I did indeed sleep, and (will you believe it ?) 
instantly and soundly. Never was bath more 
refreshing, never was reproof more gentle, than 



I found her at my pillow when I awoke, aod 
the led me to the marble concb. 

" Dear dbild I " said she, when 1 had atept in, 
"you do not know our cnstoms. You should 
bare come at once to my house ; you never 
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should have wom men'i clothes ; indeed ytn 
ihonld not hare gone to the theatre at all ; bat, 
beiDg there,aiid noreover in aien'i hatulimeati, 
jron tbould iMve taken care not to have hinted, 
at they caj jon did. My huiband, Tbenaloi, 
would never hear of faiatiiig ; he used to tell me 
it ms a bad example. But he &inted at last, 
poor man I and — I mindedhis admonition. Why I 
what a loTclj child yoa are grown, mj little 
Aipasia ! Ii the bath too hot ? Aipuia 1 can it 
be ? why, you are do child at all I " 

I reallj do believe that this idle discomse of 
Epimedea, which will tire you perhapa, waa the 
only one that would not have wearied out mj 
spirits. It neither made me think nor answer. 
'What a privil^;e I what a bleiBiDg I how seldom 
to be enjoyed in oar conference* with the silly I 
Ah I d^ not let me wrong the kind' Epimede* ! 
Those are not silly who have found the way to 
our hearts ; and £»- other names do they deserve 
who open to ns theirs. 

[■ li/«f., "Und-biuilnL'] 
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ABASIA TO CLEONE.' 
^JgQ^HE boj Bbont whom I mate to yon 
^^Ifim in mjr letter of jretterday fs called 
^^t^j Alcibiad«9.i He liips and blushes 
(BflHl^B at it. His cousin, Pericles, joa majr 
hare heard, enjoys the gieateit power and repu' 
tatioo, both as an orator and a gencrvl, of any 
man in Athens. Early this morning the beautiful 
child came to visit me, and told me that when Ml 
cousin had finished hia studies, which he usually 
had done about three hours after sunrise, he would 
desire him to come also. 

I replied, " By no meant do it, my beautiful 
and brave protector I Surely, on considering the 
matter, you will think you are taking too great a 
liberty with > person so distinguished." 

" I take no liberties with any otber," h* nid. 

When I expressed in my countenance a littU 
■urptiae at his impetuosity, he came forward and 
kissed mjr brow. Then, said he, more snbmis- 
nvely, " Pardon my mdenest. 1 like very well 
to be told what to do by those who are icnul of 

I H« had so riahi to be it the ihtkin ; bm ho ndfht !■■« 
tikn the liberty, for Uw wai nobodjr In ALheni vtuiB he 
le>nd.emiinhlicfaildluiDd. TbDcrdMeaciiUihini<Ir«<* 
iq Uie twelfib yeei of Itaa PetDpoosoBD ni. He m, oa 
the lanhA'i ilde, cnadoon of Uegacka, vhcne gnnd-dui^ler 
ImJooB , mmrfed Cimam her feihec £iiijpU)>iiBiu wai 
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nw ; but never to be told wbaC not to do ; and 
the more fond they are of me the Um I like it. 
Bec&UK when they tell me what to do, tbey g^v« 
me an opportunity of pleuing them ; but when 
they tell me wlut not to do, it il & aign that 1 
have displeased, or am likely to displcue them. 
Beside — I believe there are some other reasons; 
but they have quite escaped me. 

"It is time I should return," said be, "or I 
■hall forget all about the hour of his studies, 
(I mean Periclei,) and mine too." 

I would not let him go, howerer, but inquired 
who were bis teachers, and repeated to him many 
thing! from Sappho, and AIckus, and Pindar, and 
Simonides. He ma anuzed, and told me be pre- 
ferred them (o Fate and Necessity, Pylho and 
Pythonissa. 

I would now liave kissed him in my turn, but 
be drew back, thinking (no doubt^ that 1 was 
treating him like a child^-that a kiss is never 
given but as the price of pardon, and that I had 
pardoned him before for hU csiptiousness. 



VIII. 
CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 
^BggSPASIAl I foresee that henceforward 
^^1^ you ivill admire the tn^edy of Pro- 
S^^nif metheus more than ever. But do not 
"^M^ tell any one, excepting m fond a Mend 
as Cleone, that you pref^ the author to Hooer. I 
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agree with you that the cooception of luch a 
drams is io itaelf a slupendoiu effort of geoiui ; 
that the czecutioD it equal to the conception ; 
that the character of Prometheus a more heroic 
than a-ny in heroic poetiy; and that no produc- 
tion of the nme extent is so mBgoificent and ao 
exalted. But the Iliad is not a region, it i« a 
coDtiDent ; and you juight ai well compare this 
prodigy to it as the cataract of the Nile to the 
Ocean. In the one wc are overpowered by the 
compressioaandbuistoftheelemeoti in the other 
Vf are carried over an iraiseiuicy of space, bounding 
the earth, not bounded by her, and having nothing 
above but the heavens. 

L.et us enjoj, whenever we have an opportunity, 
the delight of admintdon, and perform the duties 
of reverence. May others hate vihat is admirable J 
We will bate likewise, my Aspaaia I nhen we 
can do no better. I am unable to foretell the 
time when this shall happen ; it lies, I think, 
beyoud the calculationt of Meton. 

I am bapf^ to understand that the Athenian* 
have such a philosopher among them. Hitlierto 
we have been inclined to suppose that ^ilosophy 
at Athens is partly an iatri(B.te tissue of subtile 
questions and illusory theories, knotted nith 
syllogisms ; and partly an indigested mass of 
unexamined atsertious and conflicting dogmas. 
The lonians are more silent, contemplative, and 
reclnse. Knowing that Nature will not deliver 
her oracles in the crowd, nor by sound of trumpet, 
they open their breasts to hw- in solitude, with 
the limplicitT of chiidtvii, and kxA earnestly in 
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faer bxx for a reply. Meton, and Dcmocrhui,* 
and Anaiigoni, may perhapa la; their handi 
npoD the leaping! of 7011T tettinxes,* and moderate 
their chii3>fiig, but I apprehend that the genius 
of the people will alwaya repoie upon the wind- 
•kini of the aophiiti. Comedy might be their cor- 
rector ; but Corned; aeema to think ihe has tno 
offices to perform ; from one aide of the stage to 
explode abnirdity, and from the other to introduce 
indecenc;. She migfat, under wise regulattoni, 
(and these she should impose upon herself,) render 
more service to a state than niilosophy could ia 
whatsoever other character. And I wonder ihu 
Aristophanes, strong in the poetical &cultj, and 
unrivalled in critical acuCeness, should not per- 
c«ve that a dominion ii within hia reach which is 
within the reach of no mortal beside ; a dominion 
whereb; he may reform the manners, dictate the 
pursuits, and itguUte the affections of bis country- 
men. Perhaps he never could have done it so 
effectually, had he been better and b^^ other- 
wtM ; but baring, however unworthy might have 

if Diotnaa Lmntn ibt> o( Um, * Ha vu dsiply n«d 
in i^r*io *^ athia ; momim, ha vM mil lUlkd ia 

WMittMtiHatL^arwl all ftt^ng fcifcrtwUHpaiwI Iwil a ftnll flj*qHfli|.- 

lincB vilh the vMilou ana. He it vu who uied to aj, 
'Spnechis Ihs shadawiif idiaD.'"] 

adopted ma cvkr KBd inv« lamdoiis my (4 life. Qajta 
tHsntlj, the old-faabinoed fafiaenwDt of dredtliU Ui^BrDd 
amoiig the elder men ot Iheir rkbsr clau, vho tda undo 
(umniim of linen, *nd bound bad tbeir hair in a knat wilb 
golden claipa io the f om 

"■ ■ "a.LS. J 
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been the means and metfaodi, leized npoa their 
hiunonn, thej now ve M plUble to him u waxen 
imagei to Theualian witcbe*.' He keepi them 
before the fire he hai kindled, snd he ho* only to 
KOg the right song. 

Beware, my dear Aipana, never to offend him ; 
for h^ faoldi nKffe terrora At hit command than 
^Khylui. The tragic poet rolla the thnnder that 
frighteni,the comic wieldi the lightning that killa. 
Ariuophanes baa the power of toning yon among 
the pt^Iace of a thousand dtiu for a thousand 



P"Forthi»T 

Sprta^mg from «WT oar and stoon that lusd 

(«ui*i.."He,T 

P The great RunMi, King nl t.gri*. KendMnt ulli 
bar he ooDquexed all Anbu, A^h Uiqor, Thi«e, and 

('"BathliDvbabaiiiadiiiawttk So nittaln a bnaen bull 

PhaliTB, ihatbid nopilr, nea tell of btbi j n hai e with hate." 

—PiiHlar, PfIA, i. i»i. Mr. E. Uftn' Tnuuiatii«.1 
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ASPASIA TO CLEONE, 
Mg^J PIMEDEA has been with ne ta mj 
KKJ^^ chamber. She asked me whether 

'"^^™™ weiiring ear-rings. I answered that 
1 beliered they always had worn them, and that 
they were introduced by the Persian*, who re- 
ceived* them from cations more remote. 

" And do you think yourself too young," said 
she, "for such an ornament?" producing at the 
same'instant a massy pair, inlud with the lugest 
emeralds. "Alas I alas I " said she, " your mother 
neglected yon strangely. There is no hole in the 
ear, right or left I We can mend that, howerer ; 
I know a woman who will bring us the prettiest 
little pan of charcoal, with the prettiest little steel 
rod in !t ; »nd, before you can cry out, one ear 
lets li{^t through. These are your*," said she, 
" and so shall every thvig he when I am gone* — 
house, garden, quails, leveret" 

"Generous EpimedeaJ" said I, "do not say 
thil^ that pain me. I will accept a part of the 
present ; I will wear these beautiful emeralds on 
one arm. Thinking of nailing them in my ear*, 
you resolve to make me steady, but I am 
unwilling they should become dependencies of 

[■ iit(d.,-lBdncslml.''] 
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"All oorjouag wom*a wcu them; the God- 

"The GoddeuM are in the right," Mid I; 

" their ears are marble, but I do not believe any 
one of them would t«ll us that women were made 
to be the lettiof^ of pearli and emerald*." 

I had taken one, and wa* about to kiw hCTi 
when she Bud, " Do not leave me an odd tar-ring ( 
put the other id the hair." 

"Epimedea," said I, "I have made a vow 
never to wear on the head any thing but on* 
single fiower, a' single wheat-ear, green or yellow 
and ivy, or vine-leavea : the number of these ar« 
not mentioned in the vow." 

" Rash child I " said Epimedea, ahaking her 
head; "I never made but two vowai ooa wa« 
when I took a husband." 

" And the other 7 Epimedea J " 

"No matter," said she; "it might be, for 
what I know, never to do the like again." 



ASFASIA TO CLEONE. 
^^ra^ERICLES has visited me. After many 
ffiK^g grave and gentle inquiries, often sus- 
1^^^^ pended, all relating to mj health; 
W P S* i W l and after praises of Hiletni and pity 
for my friendi left behind, he told me that, when 
he ws« quite assured of my recovery* from the 
fatigues of the voyage, he hoped I would allow 
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bim to collect bom me, kt my leisure hoots, the 
information be wanted od the literature of Ionia. 
Simple-heaited man I in praising the autfaon of 
OUT countrj, he showed me that he knew them 
perfectly, from fint to last. And now indeed 
his enei^ w«s displajed ; I thought he had none 
at alL With how sonoroua and modulated avoice 
did he repeat the more poetical pasgage* of our 
elder hiitorians t and how his whole soul did lean 
npon Herodotus I Happily for me, he obaerrcd 
Dot my enthusiasm. And now he brot^ht me 
into the pieieticc of Homer. "We claim him," 
aaid he ; " but be ii yours. Observe with what 
paitiatity he always dwells oa Asia t How in- 
finitely more civilized are Glaucus and Sarped<Hi 
tluji any of the Grecians he was called npon to 
celebrate t Priam, Paris, Hector, what polished 
men [ Civilisation has never made a step in 
advance, and never will, on those countriei ; she 
had s^oDC 10 br in the days of Homer. He keep* 
Helen pretty rigorously out of light, but he openi 
his heart to the virtues of Andromache. What a 
barbarian is the son of a goddess J ' Pallas mnit 
seize him by the hair to avert the murder of hia 



dnir bii kssn bUde bum hi> lUgb ud id i1a)r Alrelds, at 
loiinwcahlguiggriuiilcutiUiiocI. Wlille r« be dmdxed 
thetcof [n b«Brt ud m], bid wu dimwinr hit frmt awnnl 
from lu ihaath, Atbon qian to bin from beaTOn, asit fdrtk 
oC tbe wUtewned gaiimt Htrs, wbug ban loTad bnlll 
■Ilka ud bad cut for Ibeia. Sbe uood bAioA Pslnu' 

■pab Priam aad ulnBd vltUa Adillu deiin to bhIb 
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king the storm of the intnctable homidde b 

"And Machjlvt," raid I, but coald not eon- 
tinne : bluslies rose into my dieek, knd pained 
me M the recollection of my wealcness. 

" He has left us," sud Pericles, who pretended 
not to have perceived it' ; "I am grieved that my 
prayen were inadequate to detain him. But what 
prayera ot what expostnlationi can influence the 
lofty mind, labooring and heaviDg nnder injustice 
and indignity ? j£scliyliis knew he merited, by 
his genius* and bis services, the giatitnde and 
admiration of the Athenians. He saw others 
preCeiTed before him, and faoitted sail. At the 
nunonr of his depaitnre, such wm the consterna- 
tion, u if the lUeld of Pallas in the Parthenon 
had dropt from ber breast upon the pavement. 
That glory shines now upon the crown of Hiero* 
which has sank for Athem." 



npt for his own father nd nmr t^a Set PHEinklo*, and 
tbati ncwi vnl up tiaai^ioia the intme, — lHa^, ihIt. 

—Jtatn. Laitt. ^-taf, imd Myir* trantlatitn.1 

f} itf t4,, " vlu poniTad it bit {ntanded not.'] 

p iifsd., "bothbrbli^diiu.-^ 

p Tha TEUDU, -wtaOi induced JEai!a.j\ia to km Atbcnt, 
^a only bo ooiiJBg un d. Itit ddi improlnbLo thathediillked 
the cbues in die ocnidtntfaB introdnoed bf J^rtcka. It <■ 
poaribJe that tho dmgo of Impiety which, AHKoU* Ulls 
na, «■> bronght n^diiit Urn nay have oompoltad "bita ta 
take ni^tP ■> tl" <">" <' Hiein tt Syncimh Tbcn be 
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"You have still pnx treuure* left," |aid I ; 
for be was moved. 

"True," replied he, "but will Dot every one 
remark, who heats the obaenratioD, that we kaow 
not bow to keep them, and have never weighed 
them?" 

I aate uleiit ; he renuned his lerenity. 

" We ou|^t to changv pbcet," said he, " at tbc 
feet of the poet*. jEacbylua, I tee, i« your* ; 
Homer ii mine. Aspaiia ibauld be a Pallu to 
Achilles ; and Pericles > lubordinate powvr, 
comfarting and coDsolic^ the afflicted demi-gmi. 
Impetuosity, impatience, resentment, revenge 
itiel^ are pardonable aim in the veiy softest of 
your sex : on bcave endurance rises enr adoiini- 

"I love those better who endure with toa,- 
stancy," said I. 

"Happy I" replied he, "thrice happy 1 O 
Aspasia, the constancy thus tried and thu* 
rewarded I " 

He ipoke with leademess ; he rose with 
majesty ; bowed to Epimedea ; touched gently, 
scarcely at all, the band I presented to him, bent 
over it, and departed. 
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ASPASIA TO CLBOML 

rMB0V3 TOLD ytni I would ]ov«, O CleoDB t 

j^Uk^M Tell me what I am to do ; I can 
oEhB^W do anything' but write and thioli. 

Pciicles haa not retumed. 

I am nothing here in Athens. 

Five days are over ; six almost. 

O wb&t long days are these of Ekptlebolioo I 



CLEONtC TO ASPASIA. 

^AKE heed, Aspuia 1 AU orators are 
deceivers ; aadPcricIciistlie greatest 
of orators. 
I wilt write notiiiiig more, lest you 
thoald attend in preference to any other part of 
my letter. 

Yes; I must repeat my admonition ; I mn*t 
speak onl plainly ; I must try oAer words — 
Itrooger — more frightful. Love of supremacy, 
ftiscalled political glory, find* most, and leavei 
alt, dishonest. 

The Gods and Goddesses watch over and pre- 
terve you, and SRid you Kfe liome again I 
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XSPASIA TO CLEONE. 

pflgl^EAR not for me, Cleone 1 Fcricteahaa 
^1^^ ituined the summit of glory ; and the 
^|g ^^ wisdom and virtue that acquiied it 
&fSS^i for him are my mireties. 

A great ma.n kuoirs the value of greatuesi ; be 
dare* not hazud it, he will not squander it. 
Imagine jou that the confidence and affection ota. 
peo^e, 10 unite, lo vigilant, to jealous, as tbe 
Athenians, would have rested so firmly and con* 
■tantly on one inconstant and infiim i 

If he loves me the merit is not mine ; the fault 
will be it he ceases. 



CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

gygjgO MUST tni will fear for you, and the 
^Ba^^ more beeau»e I perceive' you are «t- 
^IjC^ tracted u the bees are, by an empty 
jji iffiiiil sound, the &jne of your idioiMr. 
Vou love Pericles for that very quality which 
ought to have set you on your guard against him. 
In contention* (or power, the philosophy and the 
poetry of life arc dropped and trodden down. 
Domestic affections can no more bloom uid 
t» i«rf, "pHttfte that-T 
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flouriih ID the hardened race-courte of politics, 
than flowen csn find nourUhnKnt in the pave- 
ment a{ tlie itrfiets. In the politiciui the whole 
creature is factitious ; if ever he speak* at before, 
he speaks either from memoiy or invention. 

Bdc such is your beauty, such your genius, it 
may alter the nature o( thin^ Endowed with 
the power of Circe, you will exert it oppositely, 
and restore to the most sel&sh and moat vws- 
cions of animals the uprightness and dignity of 



PERICLES TO ASPA.SIA. 
fftt^nsoT is not wisdom in iuelf, O Aapasia ) it 

n^gKM affects the soul, and alone deserves 
oSSKSI the name of eioqueocc I have nexer 

been moved by any but yours. 

Ii it the beauty that shines over it, is it the 
voice that ripens it, giving it those lovely colours, 
that deliciotu freshness ; is it the modesty and 
diffidence with which you present it to u3, look- 
ing for Dothiag; but support i Sufficient were any 
one of them singly ; but all united have come 
forward to subdue me, and have depiived me 
of my courage, my seU possesuon, and my 

I dare not hope to be beloved, Aspasia t I 
did hope it once in my life, and have been 
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aor the ihade. 

So unfortonat*' in rariier dBft, oogbt I, ud 
years later, to b«li«Te thlt *he, to whom th* «ai4. 
Kith whatever i« beautiful and graceful in it, 
bowi prostrate, nill listen to me as her lorar t 
I dare not ; too much have I dared already. But 
iE, O Aapasia 1 I should somatiines seem heavy 
and dull in convenatiiHi, when happier men sur- 
round you, pardon my infirmity. 

I have only one wish — I may not utter it: I 
have only one fear — this at least is not irra- 
tional, and I will own it ; — the fear that Aspaua 
could never be sufficiently liappy with me. 



TO PERICLES. 
flWUe O you doubt, O Pericles, that I shall be 
mJmIB sufficiently happy with you? This 
/ wfc j Hg doubt of yours assures mc that I 
klPWTTl jhill be. 

T throw aside my pen to crown the Gods ; and 
I worship thee first, O Pallas 1 who protectest the 
life, enlighteneit the mind, establishest the power, 
and exalteat the gloiy of Pericles. 

[I "Futhcnj^UiiriiE, iAa«sh<inltit!on ud hid been 
■m maiTiBd to HJnaolcu, b; wkom At Ivd Collw th* 
rich, tnaa^t him Iwo Huu, Xutbippua ud PinluE, rBiber 
lircd »> ill totcnlM' ll>al It"/ [aned by cooseat. She ms 
nurriHi ID HiothR'."— £<iii(Arnv'j Plutarch, lift ofPiri^lai 
p KT fi, " If ttm I «s laiiiifgniiiiite."] 
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XVlt. 
CLEONE TO A5PASIA. 

BM^E5| TREMBLE both for you and your 
^^^M^ lover. The people of Athens nuy 
[^jjltg pj appkud at first the homage paid to 
■'^"™» beauty and genius ; neverthelns 
tlMK ar« many irtioM joy will ipriog from 
laalignity, and who will axnlt U what the; think 
(J know not whetbcr quit« uDJutlj) a weakness 
in Psriclea. 

I th&U always b« tvitleu about yon. Let me 
ttnlcM to you, I do not like jour sheer demo- 
oadaa. VVhat ar* they gtrad for I Why, yes, 
they have indeed their nsa ; the filth and ferment 
of the cotnpoit at« necessary for raising rare 

bow I wish we were again together la that 
island on our liver, which we called the For- 
haiaU 1 It was almost an island when your father 
cut across the isthmus of about ten paces, to 
preserve the swan-neat. 

Xeniades has left Uiletos. We know not 
whither he is gone, but we preaame to his mines 
in Lemnoa. It was always with difficulty be 
conM be perstiaded to look a&er his affairs. He is 
too rich, too young, too thou^tless. But since 
you left Miletus, we have nothing here to detain 

1 wish I could tiifle with yon aUnt your 
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Periclei. Any wi^r,' he ii the oaly lover who 
Derer wrote Term upon yon. 
Id » politicum ■ vciae ii an ottiadim. 



XVIII. 
A5PAS1A TO CLEOKE. 

P«riclei (mme, mine be i«) iat 

rittcn T«nei apoa me ; not many, 

ir worth hii proie, even tlie ihiwteit 

■entence of it. But you will read 

them with pleuure for their prai«ei of Miletiia. 

No loDger ago thut yeit«nby an ugly youq; 
pbilotopber declared hia )>aa«oii for me, a* you 
■hall lee. I did not write aoy thii^ back to 
Peridei — 1 did to the other. I will not run the 
risk of hBTinE half my letter left unread by you, 
in your hurry to come ioto the poetry. 
Here it all ii. 



riDver « icnu'i £BrtitA pUiB*. 

Wheni Pleuute Itfued vilb VlniiB nljiii, 



Wlien Ibe Pierijui Utidi o(old, 
Ym, t<jii( gn IUob'i tmk wm Mh 
Too pan, too laoed Set OQt Aiglu 
Daomded with tba lileal bI^C 



[^ lit td^ " Any VBfer upon Et/"] 

P ArctiDiu of Uiletni, the mod [uiunu of tlw cyclic 
pneu, ma M ons tima belieiEd to hm wrltim bd«n Dm 
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Forerer, t>De vu wutiuff— tboiL 
I coald not be cruel to mcb a luhor, even if he 
Mked me for pity. Love makes one lulf o[ every 
man foolish, and the other half cunniog. Pericles 
touched me an the aide of Miletus, uid Socnt(« 
came up to me atiaitforward from Prometlieai. 



Long hnr'd hii boM ud pulsil tnau ; 'Ivu ri 

By tbe CuKM^ bird imd bolu o( Jan. 

Stolai thu £n Iuie I, 

And Hin cnduin'd to die 

By crerr }nlou Power thu Emru sbne. 



1 call IK* spon tin ifubi 

To hgu 1117 min ud ealm mj pain. 

Who littea high cnthron'd 
V/hene Vsnoi mill her gladume Bar, 

PniphiDiu Loie I But thoq divoini'd 
By iln idd aiotlier, vbfinja s Ehoj uc^ 



I was sony that Socrates should suffer «> mu^ 

PudiM the fib, Cleooc 1 — let it pass — I vas 
lonj juit as we all are upon such occawoDs, and 
wiMe bim tbia conaobtioD. 
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T«t ■m^^m nen not mlmyi kaoir 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 



igNSgr^ AM quite ashuned of Alcibudo— 
^^WKg quite vagTj with him. What do jrou 
^^AOM ian^ne he has been doiag ? He 

Pericles, on the declaration of love from the 
Pkilatopktr Bound, and afterwards to the verse* I 
repeated in answer to hii, which pleased mj Fa- 
ciei eitremel]', oot perhaps for themselvM, but 
because I had followsd his advice iD writtng 
tham, and bad retwned to him with the copf to 
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Alcibiules odd he did not like tbem at mil, ind 
conld write better himielL We imiled at thit \ 
and hii etniin uid, " Do thea, my boy 1 " 

Wonld jou beliere it ? ho aot only wrots, but 
I fear (for he declarci he did) actoally tent 
tfaNs: 

O ^(yr^cn ol SophronbciiA ] ^ 
Would Alcon cut ma u hibtocna, 
Td wfeld It u Ihg gnUbsds do, 
And swing thee i uniai Atruke a t««^ 
Bevjlda, if iban imnit, ni boy^ 

U>, « i1b lophBi^ «iifa itiT tort, 

Thy ila£)iUvit*t>iit— tawnn ! 
Keep to tiM good, ud Wn llw Ur. 

Could he really be the composer? what think 
JOU ? or did he get any of his wicked Wendi to 
help him ? The verses are very bold, Tery scan- 
daloui, very shocking. I am vexed ami soiTy ; 
but whit can be done ? We must seem to know 
nothing about the matter. 

The audacious little creature — not very little, 
he ii within four* fingen of inj be^ht — is half in 
lore with me. He fiames up at the mention of 
Socrates— can he be jealous ? 

Perides tells me that the philosophers here 
are as susceptible of malice as of love. It may 
be so, far the plants which are sweet in some 
places are aciid in others. 

[^ " 1 nr then, tlul he (Siieimin) is OXACtty like tlw niA«ks 
c4 SJIeudi, which my be goen ia Ibe itatDulu' thoio, tilting 
*idi pipe* ud Antes In Iheij montlu ; nnd ther UE nwde to 
OfHa in the middld Hid Ivto fipun of the gods laaids them 
. . . Yan ;crDneU wilt nat deny, S<KnUl,IbU your due 
li Uke tbnl of ■ SatTC."— Jiiiiiad'i in tht S)imfotaim. 
Jtmitei Dialagiut 0/ Plate. VoLiJ.p.M,} 

P id <rf, -tbiee."] 
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He wd to me, smiHi^, " I ihall be represented 
in their KhooU as a sophiM, because Aqmia and 
Aldbiadet were unruly. O that boy I who knom 
but hi* miichievoui verse* will be a reason saffi- 
cieat, in another year, why I am unable to com- 
mand an anny or hanmgue an atiembly of tl>e 
people ? 



XENIADCS TO ASPASIA. 

^rj2a*SPASIA I AspasJa 1 have you forgotten 
fcTOwlpfi me? have you forgotten u-? Out 
m^^M childhood was oae, our earliest youth 
MWSiiBl was undivided. Why shonid you not 
see me ? Did you fear that you would have to 
reproach me for any fault I have committed? 
This would have pained you formerly ; ah, how 
lately 1 

Your absence — not absence, Sight — has broken 
my health, and left me fever and frenzy. Enmedes 
is certain I can only recover my health by eorapo- 
ture. Foolish ma.ii ! as if composure were more 
easy to recover than health. Was there ever 
Budi a madman as to say, " You will never have 
the use of your limbs again unless you walk and 

1 am weaiy of advice, of remoDstraace, of pity, 
of everything ; — above all, of life. 

Was it anger (how dared 1 be angiy with you Q 
that withheld me from imploring the tight of you t 
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Wu it pride? Alas! what pride is left me? I 
«n pt«ferred no loogei ; I am rejected, scornedt 
toatbed. Waiitalwayito? Well may I uk the 
qneition ; for eveir thing wemi uncertain to me 
bat mj miKiy, At times I know not wbetlier I 
am mad or dreamiDg. No, no, Aspasia 1 the past 
was a dieam, the present is a reality. The mad 
and the dreaming do not shed tcara as I do. And 
yet in these bitter tears are my happiest moments ; 
and some angiy demon knows it, and presses my 
temples that there shall fill but few. 

Yon refused to adtziit me. I asked too little, 
and deserved the refusal. Come to me. This 
JOD will not refuse, unless jon arc bowed to 
■laTcry, Go, tell your despot this, with my 
curses and defiance. 

I am (aimer, but insist. Spare yourself, Ai- 
pona, one tear, and not by an efibit, but t^ a 
dntj. 



ASPASU TO CLEONE. 
GSj^^F all men living, what man do you 
jflOL^K imagine has come to Athens ? Insen- 
M^Ujt otc I now you know. What other, 
t^^^** so beloved, would ever have left 
Miletus 1 I wish I could be convinced that your 
coldnen or indiEFerenee bad urged him to this 
extravagance. I can only promise you we will 
P Nm Id ut sdHinn.] 
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Dot detain him. Atlunl i« not a rcfi^ far the 
pcifidiout or the flighty. But if he U UD(bttuDat«L ; 
wlut ihallwedo withhim? Do? I wiUtalthilB 
to retuin. Esptct him honrlj. 



ASPASIA TO XENIADES. 
gvvfj|p»3 ^^ puDAd to my innemiast heart that 

^S^rara Pericles ii not the penon jou im- 
SstttA agioe him. Behold his billet I And 
cannot jou think of me with equal geoeioiaty ? 

True, we saw much of each other in onr child* 
hood, and many childiifa thio^ ve did together. 
This i* the reason why I went out of your mj 
as much as I could afterward. There i> another 
too. I hoped you would love more the friend 
that 1 love most. How much happier would she 
make yon than the flighty Aspaua I We resemble 
each other too much, Xeniades I we should never 
have been happy, so ill-mated. Nature hates 
these alliancca : they are litc« those of brother 
and sister. I never loved any one but Periclea. 
None else attracts the admiration of the world. 
I itand, O Xeniades 1 not only above slavttr, 
but above splendour, in that serene li|ffat whl^ 
Homer describes aa encompassmg the Happy on 
Olympus. I will come to visit you within the 
hour; be calm, be contented! love me, but t)Qt 
too moch, Xeniades ! 
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fjaucf^ 4Jfa jtsPASf4- 



gaggK en I apes, whom I lond a little in my 
Jj JMQ iJ childhood, uid (do Dot look letioui 
gSWa^a """i ™7 dearest Pericies 1) ' ^'^'7 
"»*™ little afterward, is sadly ilL He was 
always, 1 know not how, cztravaguit in his wishes, 
although not BO extraTagant as many others ; and 
what do you imagine he wishes now ? Ha vi^ef 
— but he is *eiy ill, so ill he cannot rise from hi* 
bed — that I would go and visit him. I woiider 
whether it would be quite considerate : I am half 
inclined to go, if you approve of it. 

Poor youth I he grieves me bitteriy. 

I shall not wee}) before him ; I have wept so 
much here. Indrad, indeed, I wept, my Perides, 
only because I had written too unkindly. 



KXIV. 

PERICLES TO ASPA»4. 

SO what your heart t«lU yon: ye*, 
Aspdsia,doai7it telltyott. Remem- 
ber how august it is. It contains th« 
temple, not only of Love, but of Con- 
; and a whisper is heard from the extremity 
of the one to the extremity of the other. 
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94 mCICLSS AXB ASPASIA. 

Bead tn ptotiveneM, even in sorrow, od tbe 
floweij bank of jrouth, whereunder runs the itrcftni 
tbat puMi irrevertibly 1 let tlie garland drop into 
it, let the hand be refreshed by it — but — may the 
beautiful feet of Aspaua itaud Cnn t 



XENIADES TO ASPASIA. 

QBdHX^^ promised you would return. 1 
JjglBnv thought jou only brake heaiU, not 

»^™" It is now broad daylight ; I see it 
clearly, although tbe blinds are closed, A long 
sharp lay cuts off one comer of the room, and we 
shall hear the crash presently. 

Come ; but without that pale silent girl : I hate 
her. Place her on the other side of you, not on 

And this plane-tree gives no shade whatever. 
We will sit in some other place. 

No, DO i I will not have you call her to us. 
Let her play where the is — tbe notes are low-— 
she plays aweetly. 
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fEXICLSS AND ASFASU, 



JiSPASlA TO PEHICLES. 

S^jjAddEE what iocohereDc; ! He <iii] DOt 
tJ^S ffigJ wiitB it, not ooe word. The slave 
^S^gt who tnm^it it, told ms that he was 
I*™™'" dedred by the guert to write his orders, 
whenever he fonnd bit mind composed enough lo 

About four hours after 1117 departure, he called 
him, mildly, and sud, " I am quite recovered." 

He gave no orders, however, and spake nothing 
more for some time. At last he raised himself 
up, and reited on hia elbow, and began (said the 
slave) like one inspired. The lUve added, that 
fioding he was indeed quite well i^ain, both to 
body and mind, and capable of m^ing as fine 
poetry as any man in Athens, he had writleu down 
every word with the greatest punctuality ; and 
that, hxdiing at him for more, be found he bad 
bllen into as sound a slumber ai a reaper's. 

" Upon this I ran off with the verses," said be. 
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PKlft:^ 4/r9 4S/'^»a. 



CLBONB TO ASPA^A. 

gOMFORT bim. But 70a miut lore 
I hioi, if Tw do. Wall 1 eomfon Win. 
Fwgiv* my iaemuijBiateDCM, Yon 
' wiU not Invt hin now. You wguld 
whm jour bowm «m without aa 
VfWfNAt Am] jm jaa mr Mn daily. Oihtn, 
bU othen, pine awaj before him, I wi«)) J cpul^f 
wUcf n; KMil with poctTTi h jou b«n tlM power 
of doiag, Jb tU th« roluQM* 1 tun over, I find 
iww tnctly niitaUe (0 mj <mnditiim : part ei- 
pm*W nj ftelingi, put Sim off bom tban 10 
fopwUiiiiK nore light and vague I da w>t believe 
tba belt vriicn of lore poMy «w iovad. Hot 
toulil ti)^ wriw if tluf did? when aaulil tliajr 
f:^lect tk« Uonghti, tlu) wofda, the aounger 
AIm I >!•* I mea nn ind all tltcw, Aqiuaa, hi^ 
iMve M after they hara fMuid theH. Bat w 
JltTiMn itien it bd Eudt whauvfr: ka never 
loved m* : he new wid ha did ; ha Bed oaly 
(ren ny ianwdarty is lonnc faiia. QiMniUa' 
ai I wai, he detected it. Do pitj him, and help 
him i tntt pity me too, who am b^tmd yonr help. 
pNiXlamadltiai-] 
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^Skicisi Alrb asPAsIm. 



fOltiJtA fd Asf AiJA. 

l^^^m upon tbe ckMk< of ynuth. R^ 
BBBcBa drapg Casflj from the bud, rttU oil 
S^*^* tie boiOm of the tnaturer flower, and 
bftaU domi that Onf only ifhich hath lived itt 

VliKp, ftfid perfond the office of frieiidship. 
Th6 B»9on of lift, lesullns jron I^ the hand, *ill 
Ml pemlt ;roii to Httga- at the tomb of the 
^epfdted ; and Xeniadet, «hen jaat firat tear fell 
Apon It, ttiteKd into the number of the bleuitl. 



XXIX. 

ABPA6IA TO CLEOm. 

I Hat ihall I la; to fou, tender ahd 
sweet Cleoae I llie tranderer ia in 
the haven of happineM— the restleis 
haa found rat. 
Weep not ; I have ihed all your tean— oAt all— 
they burst from me again. 
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CLEONE TO ASPASU. 

UUjia I HE wu too beautiful to live I It 
^W9k there anjthing that (boots tbrougb 
BE)ct5 tbe world lo fwiCtljr aa a limbeam t 
t^^S^ Epialtei hai told me everything. He 
sailed back without waiting at the island* ; 1^ 
jour ordera, he *a.yt. 

What hopM could I, with any prudence, enter- 
tain ? The chaplet you threw away would liave 
cooled and adorned my temples ; but how could 
he* Tsr love inather who had once loved you t 
I am catting my broken thoughts before my 
Aspasia : the little shells upon tbe shore, 
that the atorm has scattered there, and that 
heedless t feet have trampled on. 

I have prayed to Venus ; but I never prayed 
her to turn toward me the foodness that was 
youra. I fancied, I even hoped, you might accept 
it ; and my prayer was — " Grant I may never 
love t " A£u' from me, O Goddeas t be the malig- 
oant warmth that dries up the dews of Mendahip. 
pNMlBMadttliia.] 



w 
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ASPASU TO CLEONE. 

^^Eg^ERICLES bat insisted tm it that I 
^^^Bc should change the air, and has re- 
j^^Sta^ commeDded to me an eicursi<ni to 
"***" the biHiien of the Wate. 

"If yon pass them a little way," said he, "you 
will come to Tanagra, and that will inSame yon 
mth atnbitioD." 

Tlie bonour in which T hold the name o! Corinna 
induced me to ondeitiike a journey to her native 
place. Nevet' have I found a people so hospitable 
as the inhabitants. Living at a distance from the 
sea, they arc not traders, nor adventurers, nor 
spectiktors, nor usuren, but cultivate a lange of 
pleasant hills, covered with vines. Hennes is the 
principal God they worship ; yet I doubt whether 
a single prayer waa ever offered up to him by a 
Tanagrian for success in thievery. 

The beauty of Gninna' i* no less celebrated 
than her poetiy. 1 remarked, that the women 

[i Ntrw ot Cortnna, He oily vcnikn vim om wnHs poetr/ 
la Tampa, iherB u a lUtna in an open place in the dty* hdiI 
fn dia crmnaslain then [s a picture ibDwing bar with Ibe 
fUetiDond herhiirirhidiibeirenu Hietej. when ihe arw 
Oiae PindKZ In >iii|[iDC J and I ttunkibe |d1 thcTiclDiT pattlf 
u Pindu did in tlie Dmiui dia^ct, bal 
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4b PSSIOLEiS AtTD ASFAStA. 

■peak of it with great exultatiiM, while the men 
apphnd her geniui ; uid I uked mj venenble 
boat, Ageubiu, how he codld sccount for it 7 

" I caD ■ccoiint for Dothing that jou Isdie* do," 
Mid he, "alAough I have lived among yon 
leTenty-fiT* yean : I only know that it Was exactly 
die eoDtmy while aha wa* living. We jroutM 
were rebuked by you* when we talked about he)' 
beauty ; and the rebake waa only softentd by 
At candid confeaucai, ihu tb* waa clntr — a* itr 

" Come bock with me to Athena, O Ageai- 
laua t " md I, " aod w« will aa&d AriitopbauM to 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

fi<#g9 HAVE been reading all the poetiy of 
^^^Kffi Corinoa that I could collect Cer- 
j^^^^W tainly it ig better than Hesiod's) or 
Kww™ eyeo than Myrtii's,* who taught her 
and Pindar, — not the rudiment* of the art, for 
this i» the only art in which the rudimeota ire 
iocomiDUnicable, — but what wai good, what wm 

[> Hm to iti edlttoD.] 

P NoliUiicofMrTtfali 
(QuRkon Gnoi, e. 4e.)ku, Ui 
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tod, id her vend, tihy it wall lo, uid how tbt 
migit correct the worte and imprort ttt btttih 

Heaiod, who ia also > Boeotian, ii aditainble fd 
&i pilritj of his life ibd loundnesS of fais pre- 
cepts, W there Is hudljr ■ thee of poetly ih hi* 
tslongfaed field. 

I find in >U his wridngd but Obe tene wonK 
truucribing, and that onlj for the melody. 
"Id II «A motdoir, vid » Tcn»] flcpwon.* 

I do not wonder be was opposed to Homer.* 
What an advanta^ 16 the enemies of greatness 
(that is, to mankind) to be able to match one so 
Iffw against one so lofty t 

lie Greek anny before Tfc^ wOdld ht¥a bHh 
Emious to listen to a diqi«le between Agnntemnon 
■ad Achilles, but would have bean tT«nipoKfcd 
with eotmcy to have been prtaant at one betwMa 
iIm klAg of men and Thenhesi 

Than an few who poticta all the poetry of 
anj folnauDDU* autborb I dcnibt whcthef ther* 
•le ten fiunilies in Atheni in which all the playa 
^ jfiachyfan are preserredi Uany keep what 
^eanc them moM i few connder that aveiy pagt 
ef a really great poet has aomething in it which 
disdngnishcs him from an inferior order : aom«> 
f rtqvaboot lUi tJiw GunUnt MiceMntlnt FBnena 
powMChaldi for Epiduiaa Ui lu^i, iiaiat Entu*, 

IirnnBiib and iirtfuicuof faacorfa-wiidotD- Thidwr bf 
ckuSBame Momn ud Holad, imd mur i:/ iIri noMbU 
nacf ClialclivcnpnMBI uisdgis at tha ocbum totnoi 
Ibe poeii. And, Ounicli bolli luqiittlsd duniHlnf ml], 
DuT My tW Hcalod had tht UOtt.—VU Mabtf ^ 
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thing which, ifiaiubstantialaithe xUmeot,wrTe( 
at leut u ■ solvent to the aliment, of strong' and 
active mind*. 

I atked my Pericle* what he thought of Henod. 

" 1 think mjrtelf more Mgadous," said be. 

" Hciiod found out that half wa* more than 
all;* I have found out that one ii." 



ASP ASIA TO CLBONT. 
^jjBgn SLAVE bronght to me, this 

BfeWuf ■■ !■' could cany under both armi. 
™"'"^* They are treatisea by the most cele- 
brated philosopher!. Some boon aflenraid, when 
the sun was dedinii^, Feridea came in, and asked 
me if I had examined or looked over any portion 
of them. I told him I had opened those only 
which bore the lupeneriptioii of funoni names, 
but, thatonleM be would auist me, I wMhopelen 
of reeoDciUng oae part with another in the same 

" The first thing requisite," said I,"is,thatM 
many as are now at Athens should meet tt^ther, 
and agree upon a nomeDclature of termj. From 
definitions we may go on to propositions ; but we 

P F«l> (bD Uiigi an ; lot tiej kaow out hinr miidi man 
ths hilt ii Ihu Ibe Thole 1 iimll lliri iiiuili—rf i dMoa 
iiabL—Baui, Warb a»d Otjtt, «>.] 
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aanot aakt wl ttep nnlea the foot mta totan- 

He uniled &t mo, "Ah, mj Aipasial" said 
he, " Philoiopbj does not tring her wqs together ; 
■he portions them off early, gives tbem a souitr 
stock of worm-e^en famitare, a chair or two on 
which it is dangerous to sit down, uid at least ai 
muij arms as uteoails ; then leave* them : thejr 
seldom meet afterward." 

" But could not they be brought together \rj 
tome friend of the mother 7 " said I, laughing. 

"Aipasia," answered be, "you have lived but 
few yean in the world, and with only one philo- 
sopher—Yourself, " 

"I will not be contented with a compliment," 
said I, "and least of all fitaajon. Explain to tna 
the opinions of those about you." 

He traced before me the divergences of every 
sect — from our countryman Thalcs Co those now 
living, Epimedea sat with her eyes wide open, 
listening attentively. When be went away, I 
asked her what she thought of his discourse. She 
half closed her eyes, not from weariness, but (as 
many do) on bringing out of obscurity into light 
a notable discovery ; and, laying her forefinger on 
my arm, " Yon have turned his head," said she. 
" He will ^ no longer ; he used to be plain and 
coherent ; and now — did ever mortal talk so 
widely ? I could not tudervtand one word in 
twea^, and what I could understand was sheer 



"Sweet Epimedea!" said I, "this i* what I 
should bmey to be no such emtj matter." 
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"Ah] ytni If* gftMUg Hka Blin mlfMiIj," teld 
■he; "I should not be nrpiiied to find, ioai 
iboniiii^, ft copela' Bt the topdf fhlf pretty head." 

PertelM, I think I nbnf told yott, haa > little 
ellvithMi on th< crowfi bf hit; I diouM nther 
M17 Ui bMtd bM * atntb, MheH have tine. 



CLBONE TO 

ftfljfi BB '0 !■>■ about the poeti ; and if you 
QoBBR think there is aoything of Myrda or 
'^^^" Corinna, which u wanting to us at 
MiIelut,cop]^itout. tdonotalwaTt^approveoftbe 
rfrili^es. Nothing can be more tireaome— haxdlj 
anything more wicked— than aEew*«f them. It 
ioaj be well, occasionalljr, to ^ve aomething irf 
the historical foim to the dramatic, u it ii, occa* 
sionallj, to give aomelhing of the dramatic to the 
historical ; but never to turn into ridicule and 
buffoonery the virtuous, the unfoijunate, or the 
biave. Whatever the Athenians may boast of 
their exquiute judgment, their detkate perceptimu, 

[1 ** Hb ptnoB in o&er iHpcct* *» well tuwd, bnl hEl 
kead m duvrapanionugly inu^ For |U« leuan alraoii 
•U Mi lUtDH lun the bead coiovd vllk ■ bclBM, ik* 
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this it a petrenioo oi inteUect in iti hi^est place, 
naworthjr of a. TbnciaD. There are many bad 
tng«diw both o( .£Bch^lu» and Sophoclea, but 
none vitliont beaut i ci tu rn without ezcellencei. 
I tremble then «t your dmbt, Iq Motlier century 
it may be impouible to find a collection of the 
mkrit, wlSH ttwe Inuned ud rich mn, Ukp 
P<Hclc«, OF Kne protecting king, li^ Hif^, 
fbwld pr«Mr*« tham jp bfa library. 



XXJCV. 

ASTASIA TO CLEONE. 

g^g gRUBEMTLV>w»-e you a 
2^^KS to piMtrw all valuabU authora. Tbt 
BBEm (xlo* (laon at a ri^al libmy fly open 
wPSr* to T«ceiM dien i *f, Oimn t^ will 
be safe — and ^MqudMd. 

Hiero ii, however, no barbarian. He deaervei 
a higher station than a throne ; and he it raised 
to it. The protected hsTe placed the protector 
iriiere neither the smUcc of men dot tlie power 
of Gods can -reach him — beyond Time — above 
Fatt. 



...Ccgic 



J>uJncUS AXD ASPASTA. 



CLKONE TO ASPASIA. 

^BB^ROM the 111011)101 of foaz la*t, 1 am 
^^^^§ quite certain that jon are biuj for 
S^^^ g me in looking out piecet of verte. 
k/JSUbSSi If yg„ cmnot find mnj of Mjrtia or 
CorinDR, jou maj do what ii better ; jou may 
compoie a panegyric ou all of our lez who have 
excelled in poetry. Thii will earn for yon the 
■ame good office, when the world ilull produce 
luiotfaer Aapasia. 

Having been in B<Bods, you must alio know 
a great deal more of Pindar than we do. Write 
about any of then ; they all Intereit me ; and 
my mind biu need of exerdie. It ii itill too fond 
of throwing ittelf down on one place. 



ASPASU TO CLEONE. 

^BaMND 10, Cleone, yon wiih me to write a 
WffHBl eulogy on Myrtii and Corinna, and 
wBjjM all the other poeteuei that ever 
■VC^R liyed . tad thi« ii for the honour of 
our lext Ah, Cleone I no itudied eulogy doei 
honour to any one. It ii alway* eoniidered, and 
•Iwayi ought to be, u a piece of pIe»l)Dg, iii 
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which the pleader nya ererjtliing the moit in 
faTonr of bii client, in the mojt gnuxful and 
impresaire mumer he can. There ia s ci^ of 
Greece, I beu, in which redprocal flatteiy ii lo 
ptcesaary, that, wheDerer a memlter of the aiaem- 
bly dies, his snccesior ii bound to praise him 
before he takes the seat.' 

I do not ipcak thi> from mjr own knowledge ; 
indeed I could hardly believe in such Mvolitj, 
until I asked Pericles if . it were true ; or rather, 
if there were any foundation at all for the 

" Perfectl]' true," laid he ; " bat the dtizena ot 
this city are now become our olltei ; therefore 
do not curl your lip, 01 I mu«t unclu'I it, being 

Hyrtii and Corinna have no need of me. To 
read and recommend their works, to point out 
their besntiet and defects, is praise enough. 

" How I " methinks you exclaim. " To point 
out defects I is that praising ? " 

Yes, Cleone ; if wfth equal good faith and 
accuracy you point out their beauties too. It is 
only thus a &ir estimate can be made ; aod it it 
only by such fair estimate that a writer can be 
exalted to his proper station. If you toss up the 
■cale too high, it descends again rapidly below its 
equipoise ; wliat it contains drop* out, and people 
catch at it, scatter it, and loM it. 

We not only are inclined to indulge in rather 
more than a temperate heat (of what we would 
persuade ourseWes is wholesome severity^ 
' pPiabmajtiaaiUliHtUiukia^iaf.l 
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ta«v4 ^ Uringi but eren tq peer <paKtinm 
into the tonib, jiith f ifol&ab app^fiu for tt) 
nnpleasajit o4am'. 

We must pf Uxmia^ w* miuf pi){l dqwij ^ jp 
E^t, ve muit b^ in pniFyhipf, meii oi women. 

H T? a^e 9iy»ble of eho^ring what ia good to 
mother, aod neglect to do it, ffc paiit j| di)ty ; 
we omit to gJTQ r^tfOD^ pleasure, ;p)d tt) conciliate 
rij^t good-will ; p^y more, ve are abetlpra, if nof 
aiden, ii) the yi|est iJ3.^d, (he bvt^ "^ purloinine 
bom TfBPF4- ^f ¥? ^'^^t^ ^^ letter* ^ 
great interest; what a baseness not to dfjjyq' 
tbenl 



A^#34 TO cywSS- 

K^SIIfijT is Tcmark^ble that AtJi^os, 40 ^nrtfle 
aJalBa in m^ of gesius, should t^ve pro- 

■^W^* Bceotia, by no means c«lebra((Bl (bf 
brigbtpess of intellect in either sex, praeiftod to 
the admiratipi) of the world her Uyrtjf an^ 
Cor^nna. At the f$et of Myitis it waj^ that 
Pindar gathered into his throbbJQg bce^t thf 
scattered seeds of poetiy ; and it ffSf ijnder tliip 
^le of the beautiful C(»inpa that tip df^ fda 
jpspiratlon and wove h}i immort^ cnjwij, 

He never quite o^rcame his grai)dil0<)iiei)ce. 
The animal* we call halfiatta, by a word oi th« 
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Bweetest sound, although not the most teducing 
import, he calls 

"The dauj^ten (< the tempen-fooled Beedsl"! 
O Fortune 1 that the children of so illustrioiu 
a line should cany gucking-pigs into the mu'ltet- 
place, and cabbage-atallu out of it I 



xxxrx. 

CLEONE TO A5PASU. 

BBBHS ILL jou always leave off, Aspasia, at 

WBB ro eipectatians to the highest ? A wit- 

your seat, leet we should see jou smile at it — these 
kre your ways ; sh^me upon you ' Are you deter- 
mined to continue all your lite in making every 
one wish something ? 

Pindar should not be treated like ordinary men. 



Iti4t " A nwo who hid w 




Hail ye daoghtcra of the 
•."—IthilWK, m i. i*JiJ 
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ASPASIil. TO CLEOKE. 
^^ReO HAVE Dot treated Pindar like an 

^S^^ the library of Clcone, and left him 
cSaBiifSI there. However, I would have my 
smile out, behind the door. The verse I quoted, 
you may be sure, is much admired by the learned, 
and DO less by the brave and worthy men whom 
be celebrates for diariotcership, and other such 
dexterities ; but, we of old Miletus, have been 
always taught that words should be subordinate 
to ideas, and we never place the pedestal on the 
head of the statue. 

Now, do not tell any body that I have spoken 
a single word in dispraise of Pindar. Men are 
not too apt to admire what is admirable in their 
superiors, but, on the contrary, are apt to 
detract from them, and to seiie on any thing 
which may tend to lower them. Pindar would 
not have written so exquisitely if no fxvXX had 
ever been found with bim, • He would have 
wandered on among such inquiries as those he 

" Shall I tmg lAe viidt-spnadmg and ncUt 
/smenus f or lit UauHftil and viiUt-aniltd MtHt f 
or lie glarims Cadmia farihd mighty Htrcnla f 
or tlu ileoming Baahia f " 

Now, a poet ought to know what he ii about 
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before he opens bi> lips. He ought not to ask, 
like a poor fellow in the street, " Gtedfitefilt I wAai 
img ndli you iain t " This, however, was not 
the bult for which he was blamed bj Corinna. In 
oar censures, we are less apt to consider the 
benefit we maj confer than the ingennitj we 
can display. 

She (aid " PinJar ! yim katit brtmgkt a Sack 
ef com io lam a ptrch of land ; ant/, insitttd of 
tfiriitiliiig it aiout, you kaei in^titd tht sack at 
Hu first slip." 

EnouE4> : thi« reproof fonned his character : 
it directed his beat, it singled his aim, it con- 
centrated his forces. It was not by the precepts 
of Corinna, it was not by her example, it whs bj 
one witticism of a wise and lovely woman, that 
lie bu'eicetsiUl other poets in disdain of triTiality 
and choice of topics. He is sometimes veiy 
tedioiii to us in his long stories of bmilies, bat 
we ma; be sure he was not equally so to those 
who were concerned in the genealogy. We are 
amused at bis cleremess in saving the shoulder 
of Pelops' from the devouring jaw of a hungry 
God. No doubt he iuends the matter ; neverthe- 
less be tites us. 

Many prefer his Dithyr^mbics to his Olym- 
pian, Isthmian, Pythian, and Nemean Odes: 
I do not ; nor is it lilcely that he did himselt 
We may well suppose that he exerted the most 
power on the composition, and the most thought 
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a, at the poems he was to recite 
before kings and nations, in honour of the victors 
at thoM solemn games. Here the chonaaea and 
bands of miuic were composed of the first siogen 
and players in the worM ; in the others there 
were no perfonneis but BUch as happened to 
asaembie on ordinary festivals, or at best at a 
festival of Bacchus. In the Odes performed at 
the games, although there is not always perfect 
regularity of correipondlng Terse, there is always 
enough of it to satisfy the most (astidloua ear. 
In the Dithyrambics there is no order whatso- 
ever, but verses and half-verses of every kind, 
cemented by vigorous and sounding prose. 

I do not love dances upon stilts ; they may 
excite the applauses and acclamationa of the 
vulgar, but we, Cleone, eiact the observance of 
established rules, and never put on slippers, how- 
ever richly embroidered, onlesa they pair. 



CLEONE TO ASTASIA, 

E hear that between Athens and 
Syracuse there has always been 
much communication. Let me learn 
what you have been able to collect 
about the lives of Fiudai- and <£schylui in Sidly. 
Is it not strange that the two most high- 
minded of poets should have gone to reude in a 
(orrigo land, under the dominion of a king ? 
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I am ubamed of my questioo alretdjr. Sach 
men are under ao domiaion. It i» not in their 
nature to offend againit tiie laws, Or to think 
about what they are, or who administers them ; 
and they may receive a part of their sustenance 
from king^, as well as from cows and bees. We 
will reprcuch them for emigration, when we 
reproach a man for lying down in his neighbour'* 
field, because the grass is softer in it tbaa id bis 



^S^OT an itom have I been able to collect 

^^jk5 went to the court of Hiero ; but I can 
fc/SnJSw gii^ you as correct and as fall in- 
fbrmatloQ a* if I had been Mated between them 
all the while. 

Hiero was proud of his acquisition ; the courtiers 
despised them, wed them whenever they could, 
and entreated them to command their services 
and rely upon their devotion. What more? 
They esteemed each other ; but poeti are very 
soon too old for mutual love. 

He who can add one sjIUble to this, shall have 
the hand of Cleone. 
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CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

PORTURING girl 1 and you, Aspaeia, 
n]>7 justly say, tmgraitfiil girl ! to me. 
You did not give me what I asked for, 
liut you gave me what is better, a 
glimpse of yon. This is tlie manner in which 
you used to trifle with me, making the heaviest 
thingg Light, the thorniest tractable, and throwing 
your own beautiful brigbtncss wherever it was 
most wanted. 

But do not slip from me again, j^schylus, we 
know, is dead ; we hear that Pindar is. Did 
tbey die abroad ? 

Ah poor Xeniades I how miserable to be buried 
by the stranger 1 



ASPASIA TO CLEON'E. 

nnma'SCHYLUS.at the close of his seveo- 
^jtjM'Cra tieth year, died in Sicily. I know not 

warded faim with tbe same generosity as Pindar ; 
nor indeed have I been able to learn, what would 
very much gratify me, that Pindar, who survived 
him four years, and died lately, paid those honours 



...Ccgic 



PSRICLSS ASD JSPASIA. . jj 

to the gTMtest mui of the most gtorious age since 
earth rose autofcli>os,wbichhe usually paid with 
lavish hantl to the proiperous and powerful. I 
hope he did ; but the words tutaltk and gold 
occur too often in the poetry of Pindar. 

Pertiaps I may wrong him, for a hope ia akin 
to a doubt ; it maj be that I am mistaken, lince 
we have not all his poems even here in Athens. 
Several of cheBC too, paniculaily the Dithyiambics, 
are in danger of perishing. The odes on the 
victors at the gamea will be preserved by the 
nnity of the bmiliea they celebrate ; and, being 
thus safe enough for many years, their own merit 
wiQ sustain them afterward. It ia owing to k 
Stoat nurse chat many have lived to an extreme 
old age- 
Some of the odes themselves are of little value 
in rc^iard to poetry, but he exercises in all of them 
as much dexterity as the worthies he applauds 
had displayed in their exploits. 

To compensate the disappointment you com- 
plained of, I will now transcribe for you an ode 
of Corinna Co her native town, being quite sure 
it is not in your collection. Let me first inform 
you that the exterior of the best houses in Tanagra 
is painted with historical scenes, adventures of 
Gods, allegories, and other things ; and under the 
walls of the city flows the rivulet Thermodon. 
This it is requisite to tell you of so small and so 
distant a. place. 
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1 1 Ihlnk not 1 1 

lybuhurM 



WboBB nuuty bcAou nelli villi ^ 
Wb« maonepl Ui muisd luba 
Vfbtn'i vith lylna fruit ; inr ^ bDosdi, utd 



A cift 1 prDmrH : onft T 3« 

V/Uch 1 ibov irilb uwiiiiat wUt ia> 
The onlf fnfcx gOt In tliee. 

Of wlilch DO mortal iball bemifl 
Id liUr lima thr mooldering mill. 
Until the Imit old UTRt Uli ; 



There fuy he chin who icfua 
To their owD dilldtlM bsncnn i 

And 1d(A DAgaiily on the Uoia ; 
But ent ihttl those dtiet ma 

The dry, snyfaldinf, ninud bru 



il rd^"I pmmtie Is Mni heck wKb DC wbM.'] 
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Sveetlr vhen istbt 

- FtafipiBf ihavhllBvlib kunlH 
Tin hoT piilMciig nttm w 

And nreetlj, twWjji Attic Uni 



WUle Mben u in holy tiucs 
LoM np to bono) ; be nth 1107 pndia 1 
WhjU^erl ImutliuMiBliHihsDeliiliiobayi. 



CLEONE TO A&FASIA. 
SnSgPIMEDEA, it ippean, has not cor- 
ftwic^ rnpted veiy groi^y your purity and 
^Hjj^ijE simplicity in dress. Vet, rememberinii; 
"HWt your observation on annlets, I cannot 
bnt commend yourkiadoess and Bufleiance in wear- 
ing her emeraldfl. Your opinion waa formerly, that 
we abcmld be lareful not to lubdivide our persons. 
Tbe aim iacotnpOKd of tliree parts; no one of them 
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utooloDg. NowtheumletiatersecUtbatpoftioa' 
of it which must be coDsidered as the most boui- 
tifaL Id atj idea of the matter, the sandal alone 
is susceptible of genu, after the lone has lecdTcd 
the richest. The zone is necessary to oui vesture, 
and encompasses the person, in every quaiter ot 
the humanized world, in one invariable nuumer. 
The hair too is divided b; nature in the middle of 
the head. There is a cousinship between the hair 
and the flowers ; and from this relation the poet* 
have called by the aame name the leaves and it. 
They appear on the head aa if they had been 
leekbg one another. Our national dress, veiy 
different from the dresses of barbarous nations, is 
not the invention of the ignorant or the slave ; 
but the sculptor, the painter, and the poet, have 
studied how best to adorn the most beautiful 
object of their kncies and contemplations. The 
Indians, who believe that human pains and 
sufferings are pleasing to the deity, malce in- 
cisions in their bodies, and insert into them im- 
perishable colours. They also adorn the ears and 
noses and foreheads of their Gods. These were 
the ancestors of the Egyptian ; we chose hand- 
somer and belter-tempered ones for our worship 
but retained the same decorations in our icutpture, 
and to a, degree which the sobriety of the Egyptian 
had reduced' and chastened. Hence we retain the 
6nly roarlc of barbarism which dishonors our 
national dress, the use of earrings. If Our statue* 
should all be broken by some convulsion of the 
p lit td.. " that lETj ponion.'T 
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earth, would it be bdiered b; future ages that, in 
the couDtiy and age of Sophocles, the women 
tore holes in their ears to let rings into, as the 
more brutal oE pcBUOti do with the uiQUta ol 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 
^gjEKjLEONE, I do not know whether I ought 

""^™s out its tenderoes* ? and what waa ever 
' less tender than his j Take however the Terses, 
such as they are. Whether they malce you smile or 
loolc grave, without any grace of their own thej 
must bring one forward. Certainly they are his 
best, which cannot be said of every author out of 
whose rarer works I have added sometJiing to your 
collection. 

T wish mt Thuoa rich in mbei, 

Nor Vtxca Ein aroiiDd with Tinis, 

Nor Crete, nor Samo*,! Ilie abodes 

Of those vhofponrn men And Godi, 

Nor wider Lydla. wbers Uw sound 

Of tjmbnls shakes Iho thyiny fround. 



(aetu tree which gnw* theie to Ihls day near the temple ul 
that (oddess."— nuuaiu'iu, vii. 4. 3.] 
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li ion for ntAT to the tpring, 

His club UDid the juiiipRi ; 
Id UifB vliola vor&d VBOogh fof mtt 
Ii inr ipot IbE God! dscns ; 
Albeit Ihe ploni and ths iritB 
Wonld tiny wbere 



CLEOKE TO ASPASIA. 

nHERE is less eEFronteiy in those verses 
of Mimnernius than in most he has 
ic is among the many poeu 
9 make lu laugh or weep ; 
among the maitj vrhoin we take into the hand 
like pretty insects, turn them over, look ax them 
for a moment, and toss them into the grass again. 
The earth swainu with these ; they live their 
Mason, and others umilar come into life the next. 
I have been reading works widel; different 
from theirs ; the Odes of the lovelj LesUan. I 
think she has injured the phaleucian ' verse, by 
traDsposing one foot and throwing it backward. 
P The duingB of metn iotrodoced byStppho i»t be )MB 
b|r compsring Ihe mln of TwDynn't " Oh. yaa ebons oS 
jndDlml nriemn " with the tnie Sapphie Uiw, ' Hend lbs 
niddBD Itnmdsr of winp behind her" — boa STiDbuTne^ 
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PBRICLiS AND ASPASIA. 
How greatly moie ooble and a 
thoM hradecuyUabics commencing' the Scholion 
on Harmoditu and Arirti^toD, than the very best 
of her'a, which, to my ear, labor and ihufBe in 
their movement. Her genius ma wondetJiil, was 
prodigiona. I am neither blind to her beanties 
nor indiffermt to her sufferings. We love for 
ever those whom we have wept for when we were 
cfaildren : we love them more than ev«n those who 
have wept (or us. Now, I have grieved for 
S^pfao, and so have you, Aipasia I we shall not 
therefore be hard judge* of her sentiments or her 
poetry. 

Frequently have we listened to the most absurd 
and extravagant preises of the answer she gave 
Alcteus, when he told her he wished to say some- 
thing, but shame prevented him. This answer of 
ber'a is « proof that she was deficient in deli' 
cacy' and in tenderness. CouldSappbobeignorant 
how infantinely inarticulate is early love } Could 
she be ignorant that shame and fear seize it unre- 
lentingly by the throat, while bard-hearted impu- 
dence stands at ease, prompt at opportunity, and 
profuse in declarati<«i i 

There is a gloom in deep tove, as in deep 
water : there is a silence in it which suspends the 

[• ijtaf, "berth in MJcKj." The ipaaiion indinBirer 

.Itant— Violet WOHiDJ, pare, wftly smiling Suppho 

I irDvUiay BfnnhingdidiiatshBiueprevcfUiBe- 
Sill^tff— Wen thy detin fn fiuT ud nobis Ihiiiit, 
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foot ; and the folded arms and the dejected head 
ue tlie imagei it reflecta. No voice sfaakes iti 
Bur&ce : the Muses ihemselTes approach it with 
a tardy and a timid step, and with a low and 
tremulous and melancholy song. 

The best Ode of Sappho, the Ode to Anactom, 
" Hbppt u ut God ii be," ftc. 
shows the intemperance aod disorder of passion. 
The desciiptioD of her malady may be quite 
correct, but 1 confess my pleasure ends at the 
first strophe, where it begins with the gencrali^ 
of readers. I do not desire to know the effects of 
tlie distemper on her body, and I run out of the 
house into the open air, although the sjinptoms 
have less in tbem of contagion than of unseemli- 
ness. Both Sophocles and Euripides excite our 
■ympathies more powerfully and more poetically. 

I will not interfere any ^irther with your re- 
flections ; and indeed when I b«gan, I intended 
to remark only the injustice of Sappho's reproof 
to Alcasus in the first instance, and the justice of 
it in the second, when he renewed his suit to her 
after he had fled from battle.' We find it in the 
only epigram attributed to her. 



{1 Fiom the bank in the Thndu Cbcnoaese balvMn the 
HytHealuu uid ths Alhenlui. 

" Safe miH Alum tb«ice;b(U aot his ihield ; 
That In the teniite of the gKyejett godded 
Atbeniu »ldicn Ut a Oastj h'aitf.'''~Akmu, ] 



...Gccglc 



PERICLES AUD ASPAStA. <3 

Aid Dnii fail Tan of Ins mmy ba. 
Hs »'er ilull ran any wilh me. 

In mj opinion no lover should )« dismissed 
With contumely, or irithont the expression of 
commiseT&tioD, unlesa he has committed some 
bad BC^QD. O >Aspasia I it is hard to lore, and 
not to be loved agaiD. I bit it earl; ; I gtill feel 
it. There is ■ barb beyond the reach of dittany ; 
bnt years, as they roll by us, benumb in some 
degree our sense of inSering'. Seaaon comes after 
teaaoD,and covers as it were with soil and herbage 
tlie flintt that have cut ug ao cruelly in our course. 



TO CLEONE, 

SSSBggiH LC^US, often admirable iu his poetry, 

BfSMK worthless man. I must defend Sappho. 
iKftiSk She probably knew his character at the 
b^inning, and sported a witticism (not worth 
mnch) at his expense. He made a pomp and 
para4e of his generosity uid courage, with which 
in truth he was' scantily supplied, and all his love 
lay commodiously at the poibt of his pen, among 
the rest his first. 

He was unfit for public life, he was unfit for 
piiTate. Perverse, insolent, selfish, he Lated 

[1 ittid^'baxtaiaHin 
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tynutnj becauM be could not be a ^nmt. 5uf- 
ficicDtly nell-bora, he was jealous and intolerant 
of those who were nothing lets so, and he wished 
they were all poets that he might ezpoM » wetdc* 
ness the mMe in tbem. Foi nuely has there been 
one, however virtuous, without some vanity and 
some invidiousness ; despiier of the humble, 
dctiactor al ihe high, iconodait of the near, and 
idolater of the distant. 

Return we to Alcseus. Factitious in tender- 
neas, factitious in heroism, addicted to falsehood, 
and uoabaahed at his fondness for it, be attacked 
and overcame every rival in thit quarter. He 
picked up all the utowb that were shot a^nst 
him, recocted all the venom of eveiy point, and 
was almost an Aichilochus in satire. 

I do not agree with you in your censure of 
Sappho. There is softness by the »de of power, 
discrimination by the side of paiaion. In this, 
however, I do agree with you, that her Gneit 
ode is not to be compared to many choruses in 
the tragedians. We know that Sappho (elt 
acutely ; yet Sappho is never pathetic. £uri|ndea 
and Sophocles are not remarkable for their purity, 
the intensity, or the fideli^ of their love*, yet 
they touch, they transfix, the heart. Her imagin- 
ation, her whole sottl, is absorbed in her own 
breast : lit is the prey of the passions ; tiey are 
the lords and nusters.' 

Sapjdio has been dead so long, and we live lo 
bi bxm Lesbos, that we have the fewer means of 

[> In Iff 1^ tha iDtiv Bids 1»B,] 
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ascertaining the Imtfa or ^Isehood of rtoriM UAd 
■bout her. Some relate thkt she wm beautiful, 
■ome that she was deformed. Lutt, it is nid, ia 
frequentlj tlie iDhabitant of deformitj ; and cold* 
seas is eiperieoced in tli« highest beauty. I 
believe the former case is more general than the 
latter, but where there is great r^fularitjr of 
features I have often remarked a correspondent 
regularity in the aSections and the conduct. 



CLEONE TO ASTASIA. 
C^gSRO O jaa remember the lively Hegemoti 
uJpfinB wboie curU you pressed down with 
limS^^ your forefinger to see then awning up 
)eME^ agiio ? Do yonremember bit biting 
it for the liberty you b^ taken ; and his kissing it 
to make it well ; and his telling you that he was not 
quite iure whether some other kisses, here and 
there, might not be requisite to prevent the 
spreading of the venom i And do you remember 
how you turned pale ? and how youlaugbedwith 
me, as we went away, at bis thinking you turned 
pole because you were afrud of it ? The boy of 
fifteen, as he was then, bath lost all his liveliness, 
all his aasnrance, all hi* wit ; and his radiant 
beauty has taken another character. His cousin 
PruinoC, whom be was not aware of loving, 
Itntll die was betrothed to Calliaa, • merchuii 
o[ SaBM, WM nanied a (n« maathi »ga. Thera 
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ue BO Tcnn I read oftener than the looM 
Dhhyismbia of poor H^«nion. Do people 
kiTc any where cUe as we love here at Hiletua t 
But perhaps the faodneisof Hegemon may abate 
aftei a time ; for H^emon i( not a woman. 
How long and how aasldnoiu are we in spinning 
that tiiittd, the softest and GncM tn the web of 
Ufa, which Destiny snap* Muoder in one mooMnl I 



WhsB Ihe somcEi at bitur tesn drr up. 
And ths n p cooted floweri take iheu iriun aj 

AI«i( tin tsmnt-bed I 
CobU I Willi to IiTe.it mold bsfonhM te 



Thou >Tt ffHH, tboB u1 EODC. Pmime I 
And hist (aten far frmn me thy lovely yooth, 
Leavlag me unieht tbn vu desirable In mme. 

Alai t >lu 1 vhat hut than left oh 1 
Tlie lietpleiHKM of Aildlund, the sallttide cT lee, 
The lu^nei of the hajipf, the pily of the aoniB, 
A eoloaileu u»J hnken ihadow am I, 

SecD f luicJDg in trmLled waten. 
My thoQ^a too m MStlterod ; tboQ hut ait tham ofl 
They b«t ipiiiK thee, they mold eUag to tine. 
But Ibey aic nlv thwi the Idoh: daik weedt, 

1 mold tfiTow them aaos my lyre i they drc^ from i 
Uy tyie will aaond only two meuuira : 
Thu Pity will nenr, nem omne, 
Oi«n*Mth«iilei^th>ta«heiiethBot mtoher. 
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ASPASIA TO CLEOKB. 

^f^j^ELLHegemoathatbU versea have made 
£jHlfi^ 1 deeper imprcBiioii tHui bis bite, and 
^^I^^ that the Acheniaaa, men ajid women, 
ffifiWl^ are pleased with them. He has shown 
tbat he is a poet, by not attempting to show that 
he is overmuch of one. Forbear to inFona him 
tbat (H AthcQians disapprove of irre^laritj in 
ver»i6cation ; we are little pleaaed to be rebounded 
from the end of a line to the beginning, as it 
often happens, and to be obliged to turn back and 
make inquiries in regard to what we have been 
about. There have latterl; been man; composi- 
tions in which it ii often requisite to read twice 
over tbe verses which have already occupied more 
than a due portion of Our time in reading once. 
The bop-<kip-and-jump is by no means a pleassat 
or a graceful exercise, but it is quite intolerable 
when we invert it to a jump-skip-and-hop. I take 
some liberty in these strange novel compoundi, 
but no greater than onr friend Aristophanes baa 
taken, and not only without reproof or cenBOre. 
but witb great commendation for it. However, I 
have done it for the first and last tiine,iuid before 
the only friend with whom they can be paidoaable. 
Henceforward, I promise you, Cleone, I will 
always be Attic, or, what is gracefuller and better,' 



P 11/ 1:^- belter 1*111.1 
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laaaa. Yon shall for ever bear my tamt in eqr 
letten, and you riiall know it to be miDc, and 
mine only. Already I haTc had irailaton in the 
ttyle of taj eonvenitioiii, bnt they li>Te imitated 
others too, and tUl faBth nved me. In mercy and 
pure beneScence to me, the Godi have marred 
the resemblance.. Nobody can rec<^ni5e me in 
my metempsychoiii. Thoae who had hoped and 
beard better of me, will never aak themaelvea, 
"Was Aspuiasowordy, BO ioetcgant, affected, and 
perverse ? InconaideraCe friends haTC hurt me 
worse than enemiea could do : they haTc Iiinted 
that the orations ' of Pericles have been retouched 
by my pen. Cleone ! the Gods themielvei conid 
not correct his language. Human ingenui^, with 
all the malice and impudence that usually accom- 
pany it, will never be able to remodel a ringle 
sentence, or to substitute a single word, in bis 
speeches to the people. What wealth of wisdom 
has be not thrown away lest it encumber him in 
[■ "SocaAtB: That I should ba sbls to ipiak !• osfiest 

KpeakerSt sad one ' 
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&e Agora I how mncli more than ever wm c^ried 
into it by the mnt popnbr of bii c^>poii«iitt I 
Some of my ezpresiioiu may have eicaped firon 
him in crowded place* ; some of hia cling to ms 
in retiivment : we cannot love without imitating ; 
and we are ai proud in the lo*i of our origiuaUty 
aa of our freedom. 1 am sorry that poor Ei^emoa 
haa not had an oppoitunity of experiencing all 
tiui. Fenuade his friends never to pity him, 
truly or {eigaedly, for pity keeps the wound open ; 
perauade them rather to flatter him on hi* poetry, 
for never w« ther» poet to whom the love of - 
prwae was not the fijit and moat constant of pa»- 
ai<mB. His friends will be the gainen by it : he 
will divide among them all the affection he fancies . 
be haa reaerved for PraiinoC With moat men, 
nothing leem* 10 have happened so long ago a» 
an a&ir of love. Let nobody hint this to him at 
present It i* among the many truths that ought 
to be held back ; it is among the many that excite 
a violent opposition at one time, and obtain at 
another (not much later) a very ductile acquiea- 
cence ; he will receive it hereafter (take my word 
iix him) with only one slight remanstraace-^rm 
art toe iard t^en ut hvtrt : then Callows a shake 
<rf the head, not of atmegalion, but of lanctton, like 
Jopiter's. 

PraxinoH, it leems, i* married to a merchant, 
poor girt I I do not like these merchants. Let 
them have wealth in the highest, but not beauty 
in the hi^Kit ; cunning and calculation can hardly 
merit both. At taat they may aspire, if any 
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chfliMd co unli y covU tolante h, to baaomn 
ind liittiiictiaiu. TlieM too bC tbtai hftTt, bNt 
at Tyre wid CaTtfaage. 



CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

MMSgOWiuiiythiDgs in poetry.u in oth«r 
S^OJ^B nMtten, are likely to be l<Ht becaoM 
flKWS tbe; an •null I Cleobniine of Lindoi 
Pv SB n If row no long poem. Her lover wm 
Cjcnns of Colophon. There ii not a aingte v«rM 
of her'a in all that city ; proof ^tougii that be 
to<A no paiticnlar care of them. At Miletus sh« 
WM quite unknown, not indeed by name, but in 
her works until the present month, iHieti a copy of 
them was offered to me for nOe. Tba firat that 
caught my eyes was tliia ; 

Wlwrs li the iiru of bnut mo vbKc 
It ouk mr bsbbUog life nu biigtit 

On tlul one >pot, and that ilone, 
OnuUchlK mud ; nd IilDod 
GuUf: Doirmlbthilsliid flood ! 

I will not aak you at prei«Dt to »; anything in 
praise of Cleobulioe, but do be gntefol to Myr^s 
and Corinna t 
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AWA9IA TO (aXONE. 

I^ M P?RATEFUL 1 am, uid iball for erer b«, 
wIMWi to Mplia and Coriniu ; but what odour 
^BqBk of bud or incense cm thej Trish to be 
■ P"™* lavished on the empty sepulchre, what 
praisea of the thousand who praise in ignoiance, 
or of the learned who praise from tradition, when 
tbej Temember that they sntxiued and regulated 
the proud unruly Pindar, and agitated witb all 
their pasuon the calm pure breast of Cleone 1 

Send me the whole volume of Cteobuline ; 
tianscribe nothing more. To eompeoiate you as 
well as I can, and indeed I think the compensa- 
tioD is not altogether an unbir one, here are two 
tittle pieces from Myrtis, antographa, from the 
libraiy of Pericles. 

AjtomtiL, TbUc Arion sTfbs, 
H^ing; her *hlle uid lapar BugsT, 
Pfeuadt to looK, yM Dvkn id Utibbt, 

Tbe Wt IbU o'enhada bcr efs. 



ARonliL \ ((intlr ihoa tc . 
Ai Iilnlr ibem tlut tntf yoath ; 
AOodiJHn ii vhD kiunn tW muh. 
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Hen b another, in the nine hand, a clear and 
el^ant one. Men may be negligeDt in their 
band-writiiig, for men maj be in > burry about 
the bnatncn of life ; but I never knew either a 
■enaible woman or an ettimable one whoie writing 
WW diaorderlj. 

Well, the venes are prettier than my reflecdoD, 
and equally true. 

. ThM uuDdi kaie oftn 



MjTtii and Corinna, like Anarreon and Sappho 
who preceded them, were temperate in the luxuries 
of poetry. Tbey had enough to do with one 
EMling 1 they were occupied enou^ with one 
reflection. Tbej culled but few grapea from the 
bunch, and never dragged it across the teeth, 
■tripping off tipe and unripe. 



CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

SQSglHE vertea of Myrtii, which yon sent 
j ^gH^H me hut, are lomewhat leu pleaung to 
^^^^j me thm thoie others of hers which I 
cSaKSS send you in return. A few loose ideas 
on the subject (I know not whether worth writing) 
occur to me at this nomeBt. Formerly we weis 
cottteaKd with Kfaoi^ of pUbMc^y ; w« now 
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b«gia to talk abcot iclMob of poetty. I> not 
that mbMrd; There is only one •chool, the 
vni^ene ; one only ichool-miitraai, Nature. 
Thote frtM an reported to be of nicfa or nich 
aschool, aie of noae, they have pUjcd the tniant. 
SoniB are more careful, some more negligent, 
■onie bring many diihei, some fewer, tome little 
■eaooned, some highly. Ground however there 
is for the fanciful appelUtion. The yoong poets 
at Miletus are beginning to throw off their 
allegiance to the eitaUished and acknowledged 
laws of AtheM, and are weary of (allowiag in the 
train of the graver who have been crowned. 
The various schools, as they call them, have 
assumed distinct titles ; but the largest and moat 
flourishing of all would be discontented, I am 
afraid, with the properest I could iusciibe it 
with, the fn4tr. We realty have at present in 
our dty more good pocta than we ever had ; 
and the putr might be among the best if they 
pleased. But whenever an obvious and natural 
thought presents itself, they either reject it for 
coming without imagination, or they fkrygimvu 
it with such biting and hot curling-irons, that it 
roUa itself up impenetrably. They declare to us 
that pure and umple imagination is the absolute 
perfcctioD of poetry ; and if ever they admit 
a senteDce or reflection, it must be one which 
requires a irtiole day to unravel and wind it 
smoothly on the distaff. 

To me it appears that poetry ought neither to 
be all body nor all souL Beautiful features. 
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at twnrilloB, beki^ to the IMtj who infplr 
kod icprasDti it. We maj loiter bj the dm 
and ilUj aai tlilnt u It niu, but «• ifaonld n 
be fortiiddaB the iMrgn±:t»ght from the dMp 



la iooh'd at Uudiy bi 



Wov ugoini wilb Penlhgniii : ilie lud heud 
Soport of Ciun'i dKih, vliaa rui befan 
SbD itaUHd u, nllfku'd i ud iljdH uniM 1 
Fv dite foil oilv tedla vitli n^ogb 



JUW tia KM. ID tidt bK, ihg Hid, 

Kyrtit Hum kind I WktittUrkmmilhMtt 
IJufi^tflml amimtfntltvmathtl 

Tell Be, if enr, Ens I in nT«l'd 
Tbr Mcnti to the wth, haic Iher bta tn* 
To ur Ion who ^eak abou tfae fini r 
Wbit r ^ill bH hotte HflNi, Uka IwtdUai MH 

Afld, vhea comei ampler splendDur, dEbpfnu i 
IdloT t an, uid pardon. Dot npty, 
Implon from tin, ihu qi ' 
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uv. 

ABTASIA TO CLEONS. 

MMSBYSICLES, i jema% Athenian, Ibnd of 
BraPSBt traveUing, hai ju*t letumed to u> bma 
I^ E s ^ j a voyage in Thiace.' AJoveof obser' 
^^^^M TatioD, in oUict words curiositj, could 
bave been his only motive, for he never wa« 
addicted to commerce, nor diBciplincd in philo- 
sophy i and indeed were he w, Thiace ii hardlj 
the country he would have chosen. I believe 
he is the first that ever travelled with no other 
ioieaiion than to see the cities and know the 
mannen of barbuians. He represents the soil 
as cztremelj fertile in its nature, and equally well 
cultivated, and the inhabitants as warlike, hospit- 
able, and courteous. All this is credible enou^i, 
and perhaps as generally known as might be 
expected of regi<Mis so remote and perilous. But 
Lfsicles will appear to jou to have asauioed s 
little more than ,the fair privileges of a traveller, 
in relating that the pet^Ie have so imperfect a 
sense of religion ai to bury the dead in the 
temples of the Gods, SDd the priests so avaricious 
«nd diameleas as to claim monej for the permission 
of this impiety. He told us, turtbennoie, that 
he had seen a magnificent temple, built ta som»- 
whaX of a Giccian medel, in the intoiiar ot which 

(' Pntablr <l> 
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there an many flat marblei bileDsd with inm 
cnmpt agiunst the milt, uid terviag for monu- 
menti. Cwitinuing hi* diceoune, he urored na 
that theie monanienti, althoogb none are UKJcnt, 
are of >1L formi and dimeiuioiu, as if the Thradaoa 
were resolved to waite and abolish the symmetry 
the)' had adopted, and that tbey are inscribed in 
an obaolele language ; so that the people whom 
they might animate and instruct, by reconiing 
brave and virtuoiu tctioiu, paw them careleialy 
hy, breaking off now and then a nose from a 
conqueror, and a wing from an agathodemon. 

Tbiuce i» governed by many prineei. One of 
them, Teres an Odrysan,' ha* ^ncd great ad- 
vantages in war. No doubt, this is uninteresting 
to you, but it if necessary to the course of my 
narration. Will you believe it i yet Lysicles ii 
both inielligent and trustwortby— will you believe 
that, at the return of the Thradan prince to enjoy 
the frniti of his victory, he ordered an architect 
to build an arch (or himself and his army to pau 
under, on their road into the dty { As if a road, 
on such an occasion, ought not rather to be 
widened than narrowed I If you will not credit 
this of a bartKtrian, who is reported to be an intcl- 

> Tent bN Bdy g iTMd tba intn put ol Tbnce, but 



that ta «A» hit kfngdoin nqafrfid four dayt and toar nJflfats 
(ei Ike iwlfteH iwiil uiUiif txKn the Kind; and thai 
br liwd IB expBditknu vaDur imld haidlj ova H In 
thMaaa dayi,"] Staleai. tba hb tf Tsia, langsd all 
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Ggat and prndant nan to other thinga, you will 
cxctaim, I fear, apdnst the exagKentioD of Lyaiclea 
and ny creduliiy, wheo I relate to yon oq hit 
aothaiity that, to Ae tame conquerar, by hii com- 
maad, there has been erected a column atity 
cnbita hig^ aupportiiig bia effigy in marble 1 

Imagine the geneiml of an army standing upon 
a column of liity cubiti to show himself 1 A 
enue might do it after ■ victory over a pigmy ; 
or it mi^t aptly represent the virtues of a rope- 
dancer, exhibiting how little he was subject to 



I will write no more about it, for really I am 
beginning to think that aome pretty Thracian has 
given poor Lysicles a ioiTe-potioo, and that it has 
affected his tvaio.' 



CLEOM& TO ASFASIA. 

gg^EVER wfll I believe that a people, 
^sSs^S however otherwise ignorant and bar- 
^^ra^S barous, yet capable of turning a regular 
'^"sW arch and of erecting a lofty column, 
can be so stupid and abanrd as you have repre- 
sented. VVhat t bury dead bodies in the temples I 
* cast them out of their own houses into the houses 
o( the Gods 1 Depend upon it, Aapaaia, they 
were the bMies of victims; and the strange uncouth 
[1 Inufot, "UfeoadlibbniBaliitle.'] 
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inscription* commemonta n>tiT« oSerings, in the. 
luignage of the priettt, wlwt«Terit taxf be. So 
ht \% cleu. Regarding the arch, Lysicle* nw 
them remoriag H, and bncied they were bnilding 
it. Thii midake i> reall; ludicnnti. The column, 
f ou must have perceived at once, wai erected, 
not to display the victor, but to eipoae the van- 
quiahed. A blunder veiy easy (or an idle tTaveller 
to commit. Few of the Thraciani, I eoocaive, 
even in the interior, are so ntterly ignorant of 
Grecian arts, ai to raise ■ statue at such a height 
above the ground, that the vision shall not com- 
prehend all the features oiily, and the spectator 
lee and contemplate the oliject of his admiratioD, 
as nearly and in the same position as he waa oied 
to do in the Agora. 

The monument of the greatest man should be 
only a bust and a name. If the name alone is 
insufficient to illustraie the bust, let them both 

Enough about Thradans ; enough about tombs 
and monuments. Twopretty Milesians, Agapenthe 
and Peristera, who are in love with you for loving 
me, are quite resolved to kiss your hand. Yon 
must not detain tbem long with you: Miletus !• 
not to send all her beauty to be kept at Atheni. 
We have no such treaty. 
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ASPASIA Vo CLEONK 

KgffiQSHBRE u nich a conconrta «f phtio«o> 
JKn^Ki plien, all anziom to ihtrw AldlHadei 
^^ly^S the rood to \^rtae, that I am afraid 
(wB^w they irill complctelif block it up before 
him, AmoDf; the rest ia tay old frfeod Socnti««t 
who seema reialTed to tranifer to him all the 
philoaopby he deitg;Ded for me, with very little of 
that which I presented to him in return. 

And (would you believe it ?) Alcibiadea, who 
befiian with ridiculing him, now attenda to hint 
with a« much foadneu as H;mc;iitliiu did to 
Apollo. The giaver and uglier philosophers, 
however the; differ oa other pinots, agree in 
Ihete ; that beauty does not reside in the body, 
but in the mind ; that philoso[dieTa are. the ooly 
true heroes ; and duU hetoea alone are eatitled ta 
the privil^^ of being impliedly ob^ed by the 
beautiful. 

Doubtleu there may be very fine pearU in very 
uninviting ahells ; but our philosopher* never 
wade kne«-deep into tbe beds, attracted ratlwr 
10 what is br^ht estenally. 
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CLEOKE TO ASPASIA. 

gWSSWLCIBIADBS oti^bt mtto hare captioii* 
MMBfl or inquintiTC men about him. I know 
CBfcaAg not whftt the aophiat* are good for ; I 
fiKwtW only know they are the Teiy wont 
InibuctoTS. Lt^ic, however unperrerted, is not 
for boyt; aT|rumenta(ian i* amoofr the moat 
dangeroui of early practicei, and sends awKy both 
Eancy and modesty. The young mind shonld be 
nourished with simple and grateful food, and not 
too copioni. It should be little exerciaed until 
its nerres and muscle) ihow thcmseWet, and even 
then rather for air than anything else. Study ia 
the bane of bc^hood, the aliment of youth, the 
indulgence of manhood, and the restCTatiTe of tge. 
I am confident that persons like you and Pericles 
Me little of these sharpers iriio play tricks upon 
word*. It it amusing to observe how they do it, 
once or twice. As there arc some flowen which 
you should smell but slightly to eitract all that 
U pleasant in them, and which, if you do other- 
wise, emit what is unpleasant or noiions, so there 
are some men with whom a sUght acquaintance f« 
quite sufficient to draw out all that is agreeable, a 
more intimate one would be iinntishctwy aod 
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ASPASIA TO CI.EONE. 

[ERICLES rarely 9ay3 he likes noytbing; 
but whenerer he is pleased, he ex- 
prcsseait by his ci:mntenaTice, although 
s displeased he never shows 
it sign. It was long bofore 
I ventured to make the obseryation to him. He 

** It would be ungrateful and ungentle not to 
retum my thanks for any pleasure imparted to 
me, when a smile has the power of conveying 
them. I never saj that a thing pleases me while 
it is yet undone or absent, lest I should give 
somebody the trouble of performing or producing 
it. Aa Cor what is displeasing, I really am very 
insensible in general to matters of this nature ; 
and when I am not so, I experience more of satis- 
faction in subduing my feeling than I ever felt of 
displeasure at the occurrence which excited it. 
Politeness is in itself a power, and takes away the 
weight and galling from every other we may 
exercise. I foresee," he added, "that Alcibiades 
will be an elegant man, but I apprehend he will 
never be a polite one. There is a difference, and 
a giieater than we are apt to perceive or imagine. 
Aleibiades would win without conciliating: He 
would Mize and bold, but would not acquire. 
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an who is determined to keep olbere fast 
nn, must have one end of the bond about 
□ breast, sleeping and naking." 



A TO CLEONE. 
^a^GAPENTHEand Peristera.the bearers 

•-Sw*^* navigation. They complain of our 
cold climi.te in Athens, and shudder at the sight 
of snow upon the mountains in the horiioo. 

Hardly had they been seen with me, before the 
housewives and sages were indignaut at their 
effrontery. !□ fact, they gazed in wonder at the 
ugliness of our sex in Attica, and at the gravity 
of philosophers, of whom stories so ludicrous are 
related. I do not think 1 shall be able to find 
them lovers here. Peristera' hath lost a little of 
her dove-like feculty, (if ever she had much,) at 
the report which has been raised about her cousin 
and herself. Dracontides was very fondof Agx- 
penthe ; she, however, was by no means so food 
of him, which is always the case when young men 
would warm us at their fire before ours is kindled. 
For, hoBestly to confess the truth, the very best of 
us are more capricious than sensitive, and more 
e than gratefui Dracontides is not indeed 

fi "Periaen"i«tli*G»=k(o<''dinie.T 
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H man to excite so delightful a feeling. He is 
confident that Peristera must be the cause of 
Agapenthe'a disinclination to him ; for how it it 
possible that a younj; girl of unperverted mind 
could be indifferent to Dracontides P Unable to 
discover that aoy sorceress was employed againsE 
him, he turned his anger toward Feristera, and 
declaied In her presence that her malignity alone 
could infiuencB so abusively the generous mind 
of Agapenthe. At my request the playful girl 
consented to receive him. Sealed upon an am- 
phora in the aviary, she was stroking tiie neck of 
a noble peacock, while the bird pecked at the 
berries on a branch of arbutus in her bosom. 
Dracontides entered, conducted by Feristera, who 
desired her cousin to declare at once whether it 
was by any malignity of her*s that he had hitherto 
failed to conciliate her regard. 

" O the ili-tempered, frightful man t " cried 
Agapenthe ; " does any body that is not malidou* 
ever talk of malignity J " 

Dracontides went away, calling upon the Gods 
for justice. 

The neit momlng a rumour ran throughout 
Athens,' how be had broken off his Intended 
nuptials, on the discovery that Aspasia bad destined 
the two lonlaus to the pleasures of Pericles. 
Moreover, he had discovered that One of them, he 
would not say which, had certainly threads of 
several colours in her Ihreadcase, not to mention 

Tbae icandals ven utoallr cnncnl in Alluu.— See 
Flatardi'i Li/t et Frricla, uid Hilu%'s Grak Li/c and 
jkffugAi for a nthcr impnttitble eaplaiBtioa gf tbem,] 
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a lock of h>ir,wbeth«ra[adesulman<irno, might 
by some be doubted ; and that the other wu about 
to be consigned lo Pyrilampei, in exchange for a 
peacock aixi sundry moaller birds. 

No question could be entertained of the fact, 
for tiie girli were actually in the house, and the 
birds \a the aviary. 

Agapetithe declares sbe waits ouly for the spring, 
and will tbco leave Athens for her dear Miletus, 
where she never heard nicb an eiprcsaion as 
malignity. 

"O what rude people the Athenians aie 1 " 
•aid she. 



3 CLEONE 
|[)QiKS2ATHER than open my letter again, I 

wHSSB* Mnasylus. I never suspected iL 

On his return out of Thessaly (whitber I fancy 
he went on purpose) be brought a cage of nightin- 
gales. There are few of them in Attica; and 
none being kept tame, none remain with us 
through the winter. Of tbe four brought by 
Mnasylus, one sings even in this season of the 
year. Agapentbe and Feristera were awakened 
in tbe morning by the song' of a bird, like a 
nigbtingale, in the aviaiy. They went dona 
[1 ut id; " tluilliai tcat/J 
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together; muI orer tli« door they found theae 



Tlunk nut, if tuply vc should leai 

(Socb i> lbs nUsiB Df DDT rue,) 
Tlul se wmld gUdlr fl; ^aln 
To Aloomy vood or windy pUin- 

A cut to prOTident, ko Idnd, 
Ahho' bj flight wr r e p oa ae a t 
Thg underen ■Hther'i wutdhI unL 



"This 19 surely the hand-writing of Mnuylns," 
said Agapenthe. 

" How do you know hU hand-writing P " cried 
Peristera. 

A blush and a kiss, and one gentle push, were 
the answer. 

Mnasylus, on hearing the sound of footatepa, 
had retreated behind a thicket of laurustine and 
pjTBCuithus, in which the aviaiy is situated, fearful 
of bringing the gardener into reproof for admitting 
him. However, his passion was uncontrollable ; 
and Peristera declares, although Agapeathe denies 
it, that he caught a kiss upon each of his cheeks 
by the interruption. Certain it is, for they agree 
in it, that he threw his arms around them both as 
they were emta^ng, and implored them to con- 
ceal the fanlt of poor old Alcoa, "who shewed 
me," raid he, "more pity than Agapenthc will 
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" Why did you bring these birds hither f " said 
she, tiyin^ to frown. 

■'Because you asked," replied he, "the other 
day, whether we had any in Attica, and told me 
you had many at home." 

She tuTited away abruptly, and, running up to 
my chamber, would have informed me why. 

Superfluous confidence I Her tears wetted my 

"Agapenthel" said I, smiliog, "are you sure 
you have cried for the last time, ! tuAtU ruiJi 
feefiU tht Athtnims an ! " 



ASPASIA TO PERICLES. 

™j«^0 APPREHEND, O Pericles, not only 
^^p3 that I may become an objectof jealousy 
^^^^M and hatred to the Athenians, by the 

you yourself, which affects me greatly more, may 
cease to retain the whole ot their reapect and 



Whether, to acquire a g^at authority over the 
people, some things are not necessary to be done 
6q which Virtue and Wisdom are at variance, it 
becomes not me to argue or consider ; but let me 
suggest the inquiiy to you, whether he who is 
desirous of supremacy dioutd devote the larger 
portion of his lime to one person. 
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Three affection* of the soul predominate; Love, 
Rell^on, and Power. The fint two are often 
united ; the other stands widely apart from them, 
and neither is admitted nor seeks admittance to 
their society. I wonder then how you can love 
so truly aod tenderly. Ought I not rather to 
say I iiSk/ wonder r Was Pisistratus' affectionate? 
Do not be angry } It is certainly the first time 
■ friend has ever ventured to discover a resem - 
blance, although jou are habituated to it from 
your opponents. In these you forgive it ; do 
you in me } 

[■ 'Perlcki in hi* jaaib luod in gnat ttaiallie jBople. 
For ia hn anntniuDS be «s I&e Pisistntu tin Tymnt 
Eind hs pgoei v ftd thg old dbd wen much atrack fry e foilher 
itsembUna ii ths nnMiieu of bis ToioB, the volubiUl^ of 

hit tontoe, snd Ihe rouDdneu of bis periodi The 

comfc WTJIera ahuK him in a most maljjmaDt maniieT. givlnz 
hn friends Che Da 



hiseneoiigabe bduvBd wilta gnu amdini. He CDnnmlelud 
BadfiEEeroQsly the good qoalilieiwhidiiHtujebiul denied bim. 

stood fofemoat in the pnblkr esteem in point at inodetatiDji 
*iid equity,"— jEdUHfAdnH'i J%i<are*, Stltit. 



W- 
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PERICLES TO ASPASIA, 

^g^ISISTRATUS wM >ffecti<niiit«: thereat 
^flUR^ of hia character jou know ai well as I 
^^tSS do. Yon kaow that he was eloquent, 
•M*™*^ that he was humane, that he was con- 
templalive, that he was learned ; that he not CHiIy 
was profuse to men of genius, but cordial, and 
that it was onlj with such men be was ^miliar 
and intimate. You know that he was the greatest, 
the wisest, the most virtuous, excepting Solon 
and Lycurgus, that ever ruled anj portioo of the 
hufflBD lace. Is it not happj and glorious for 
mortals, when, instead of being led by the ears, 
under the clumsy and violent hand of vulgar and 
clamorous advcntuieis, a Piaistratus leaves the 
volumes of Homer and the conversation of Solon, 
for them ? 

We may be introduced to Power by Humanity, 
and at fast may love her less for her own sake 
than for Humanity's, but bydegrees we'become 
so accustomed to her as to be quite uneasy without 
her. 

Religion and Tower, lite the Cariatides in 
sculpture, never bee one another ; they sometimes 
look the same way, but oftener stand back to 
back. 

We will argue about them one at a time, and 
about the other in the triad too ; let me have tbe 
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ASPASU. TO PERICLES. 
HjUWSU E must talk over again the subject of 

i^ S P ^W i I think, Pericles, you who are so 

others. You have contracted this bad habitude 
from your custom of addressing the people. But 
amoug frieudi and philosophers, would it not be 
better to speak exactly as we think, whether 
ingeniously or not? Ingenious things, I am 
afraid, are never perfectly true : however, I would 
not exclude them, the difference being very wide 
between perfect truth and violated truth ; 1 would 
not even leave them in > minority ; I would hear 
and say as many as may be, letting them pass 
cunent for what they are worth. Anaiagoras 
rightly remarked that Love always makes us 
better, Religion Bometimei, Power never. 
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ASF ASIA TO CLEOME. 

^ as w^E R ICLES was delighted with your letter 
^■qI^ on education. I wish he were as pious 
^^S{^( at jnju are ; occasionally he appears 
iS'S'W't «o, I attacked him on his simulation, 
but it produced a sudden and powerful effect on 
Alcibiades. You will collect the whole from a 

"So true,"' said he, "is the remark of Anaxa- 
goras, that it was worth mj while to controvert it. 
Did you not observe the attention paid to it by 
young and old ? I was unwilling that the gnvet 
part of the company should argue to-morrow with 
Atcitnades. on the nature of love, as they art apt 
to do, and should persuade him that he would be 
the belter for it. 

" On this consideration, I said, while you were 
OCCUfHed, ' O Anaiagoras I if we o( this household 
knew not how religious a man you are, your dis- 
course would in some degree lead us to coun- 
teuaoce the suspicion^ of your enemies. Religion 
is never too little for us ; it satisfies all the desire* 
of the souL Love is but an atom of it, consuming 
and consumed by the stubble on which it falls. 
But when it rests upon the Gods, it partakes of 
their nature, in its essence pare and eternal 

[l.M«(.,"v«rTi™.T 
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Love indeed works great miracles. Like th« 
ocean, Love embraces the earth ; and by Love, a* 
by tbe ocean, whatever i% sordid and UDsoimd is 
borne away.' " ' 

" ' Loveindeedworks great marvels,' said Anaxa- 
goras, 'but I doubt whether the ocean, in such 
removals, may not peradventure be the more 
active of the two.' " 

" 'Acknowledge at least,' said I, ' that the fiame 
of Love purifies tbe temple it bums jo.' " 

" Only when first lighted," said Anaiagoras. 
" Generally the heat is either spent or stiSing 
soon afterward ; and the torch, when it is extin- 
guished, leaves ao odour very different from myrrh 
and frankincense. " 

" I think, Aspasia, you entered while he was 
tpeaking these words.",* 

He had turned the stream. Pericles then pro- 

" Something of power," said he, "hath been 
consigned to me by the favour and indulgence of 
the Athenians. I do not dissemble that I was 
anxious to obtain it ; I do not dissemble that my 
vows and supplications for the prosperity of tbe 
countiy were unremitted. It pleased the Gods to 
turn toward me the eyes of my fellow citiaens, 
but had they not blessed me with religion they 
never would have blessed me with power, better 
and more truly called an influence on their hearts 
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91 PBBrCLSS AND ASFASIA. 

and their reasoo, a high and secure place in the 
acropolis of their affections. Yes, Anaxagoras I 
yea, MediHi ! I do say, Imd they not ilasiJ me 
with it ; for, in order to obtain it, I was obl^ed 
to place a daily and a nightly iratch over my ' 
thoi^hls and actions. In proportion as authority 
nas consigned to me, I found it both expedient 
and easy to grim lietter, time not being left me 
for eedentaiy occupations or friToloui pursuits, 
and every desire being drawn on and absorbed in 
that mighty and interminable, that rushing, reno- 
vating, and purifying one, which comprehends 
our country. If any young man would win to 
himself the hearts of the wise and brave, and ii 
ambidous of being the guide and leader of them, 
let him be assured that hia virtue wilt give him 
power, and power will consolidate and maintain 
his virtue. I^t hira never then squander away 
the inestimable hours of youth in tangled and 
triffing disquisitions, with such as perbapa have 
an interest in perverting or unsettling his opinions, 
and who speculate into his sleeping thoughts and 
dandle his nascent passions; but let him start 
from them with alacrity, and walk forth with 
firmness ; let him early take an interest in the 
business and concerns of men ; and let him, as he 
goes atiwg, look stead&stly at the statues of those 
who have benefited his country, and make with 
himself a solemn compact to stand hereafter among 

I had beard the greater part of this already, 
alt but the commencement. At the conclusion 
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AlcIbi^M left the room ; I feared he wu con- 
idous tha.t aometliiDg in it was too cIobcI; ap- 
plicable to bim. How 1 rejoiced when I saw him 
enter again, with a helmet like PaUas's oa hii 
head, a spear in bis band, crying, "To Splrta, 
boys I to Spaila t " 

Pericles whispered to me, but in a voice audible 
to those who sate farther off, " Alcilnades, I trust, 
is destined to abolish the inSuence and subvert 
the power of that restless and troublesome rival." 



TO PERICLES, 

m^gO DISBELIEVE, O Pericles, that it is 
^^^B^ good for us, that it is good for men. 

Acquit me now of any desire that, in your 
generosity, you should resolve on presendng me 
with such a treasure, for I am without the ability 
of returning it. But have you never observed 
bow many graces of person and demeanour we 
women are anxious Co display, in order to htmible 
1 rival, which we were unconscious of possessing 
until opposite charms provoked them 7 

Sparta can only be humbled by the prosperity 
and liberality of Athens. She was ever jealous 
and selfish ; Athens has been too often so. It is 
only by forbearance toward dependent states, and 
by kindness toward the weaker, that her power 
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can loi^ preponderate. Strong attachments are 
Btrong alU««. This truth is so dear as to be 
coloorlest, and I (houtd feu that you would cen- 
sure me ibr writing whi.t almost a child might 
have ipoken, were I ignorant that its importance 
hath' made little impression on the breasts of 
Etatetmea. I adaure yoai wisdom in resolving 
to increase do farther the domains of Attica ; to* 
•urround her with the outworks of islands, and' 
more closely with small independeDt communities. 
It is only from such as theve that Virtue can come 
forward neither hurt nor heated ; the crowd is 
too dense for her in lai^er. But what is mostly 
our GOnsideiatiim, it is only such as these that are 
sensible of benefits. They cling to you afflictedly 
in your dai^er ; the greater look on with folded 
arms, nod knowingly, ctj lad mori ! when you 
are worsted, and turn their backs on you when 
you are fallen. 

[1 IlIrd,''llK!m]»iIlalUiithliu.~] 
I* lit td^ "andindeslffnfnglD."] 
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LXVI. 
PERICLES TO ASPASIA 
^KWPgSHPRP are thin^, Aspuia, beyond the 
^n^raf, art of Pbidiai. He may repreient 
g ^il^^ Love leaning upon his bow and listen- 
qS^^» ing to Philosophy ; but not for houn 
t<^ether : he may represent Love, while he is 
giving her a kiss for her lesson, tying her arms 
behind her: loosing theu again must be upon 
another marble. 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 
g^^gHE philosophers are less talkative in 

^^(■^^ given up his mind to mathematics 
wM^S and strategy, and seldom comes 
among ihem. 

Pericles told me they will not pour out the 
rose-water for their beards, unless into a Corinthian 
or golden va««. 

"But take care," added be, "to offend no 
{iftilosopheT of any sect whatever. Indeed, to 
offend any person is the next foolish thing to 
being offended. T never do it, unless when it is 
requisite to dijcredit somebody who might other- 
wise bavc the influence to »limi«ii«h my estimation. 
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Politeness is not always a Bign of wisdom ; but 
the want of it alwsTS leaves room for ■ suspicicm 
of folly, if folly and imprudence are the same. I 
have scarcely had time to think of any blessings 
Chat entered my house with you, beyond those 
whi^ encompass myself; yet it cannot but be 
obvious that Alcibiades hath now an opportunity 
of improving his manners, such as even the society 
of scholastic men will never counlervaiL This ' 



a high advantage on all occasions, particularly in 
embassies. Well-bred men require it, and let it 
pass : the ill-bred calcb at it g;reedily ; as fishes 
are attracted &om the mud, and netted, by the 
shine of flowers and shells." 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

^jS^^T last I have heard him speak' in public. 
^UA^f Apollo may shake the rocks of 
g^AS Delphi, and may turn the pious pale ; 
IW®"®* my Pericles rises with KreDity ; his 
voice hath at once left his lips and entered the 
heart of Athens, The violent and desperate 

[1 " F« iddiDt. u the divine Plata exEnsses it, Ibe loftJ- 
pe» of ima g i n a t ion ami til conunanding eoflrgy, vith vhich 
Pbilosc^by snpplinl tdin, la tbe natira pomn 01 geniu, and 
making uaft of irhalAver hft fjDod lo his parpoK in the stndr 
cf DAtDifi to dipiiff tbfl art ti spskipf , be te enaUed all 
oUw ciUan."~Lait^wnUt Fbtarek, Paiclti.'l 
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tremble in ever; hostile dtf ; a thuDderbolt seems 
to have split in the ceatre, and to have scattered 
its sacred gre unto the trhole circumfcreoce of 

The greatest of prod^es are the prodigiei of 
a mortal ; they are, iodeed, tbc only ones : nitb 
the Gods there are none. 

Alas I aUs I the eloquence and the wisdom, the 
courage and the constancy of my Pericles, must 
have their end ; and the glorious shrine, whereiD 
they stand pre-eminent, must one day drop into 
the deformity of death I 

O Aspasial of the tears thou art shedding, 
tears of pride, tears of fondness, are there none 
(in those many} for thyself? Yes; whatever 
ma attiibuted to thee of grace or beauty, so 
valuable for bis sake whose partiality assigned 
them to thee, must go first, and all that he lOMs 
is a loss to thee I weep thea oo. 



LX[X. 

PERICLES TO ASPASIA. 

BO you love me? do yon love me 7 Stay, 
reason upon it, sweet Aapasia 1 doubt, 
hesitate, question, drop it, take it up 
again, provide, raise obstacles, reply 

directly. Oracles are sacred, and there is a 

pride in beiog a diviner. 
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ASPASIA TO 

^tSg*3 WILL do none of those things you tetl 
S~WW|k tne to do ; but I nill say sometbiag 
BfflBVM jou for^t to say, about the insuf- 
iSEHSl fideucy of Phidias. 

He may represent a hero with unbent brows, a. 
lage with the Ijre of Poetry in his hand, Ambition 
with her 6u;e half-averted frmn the City, but he 
cannot represent, in the same sculpture, at the 
same distance, Aphrodite higher than Pallas. He 
would be derided if he did ; and a great man 
can never do that for which s little man may 
deride him. 

I shall lore you even more than I do, if you 
will love yourself more than me. Did ever lover 
talk lo ? Pray tell me, for I have iorgotten all 
they ever talked about. But, Pericles 1 Pericles I 
be careful to lose nothing of your gloiy, or you 
lose all that can be lost of me ; my pride, my 
happiness, my content ; eveiything but my poor 
weak love : keep gloiy then for my sake t 
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ASFASU TO CLBOHB. 
Kv^|g3 AM not quite certaia that you sat 

OSn^w our deities dom oae sole material. 
Those, howerer, of mortals anil nymphs and Guiii 
should be marble, and marble only. But you 
will pardon a doubt, a long doubt, a doubt for the 
chin to rest upon in the palm of the hiod, when 
Cleone thinks one thing and Phidias another. I 
debated with Pericles on the subject. 

"Inmj opinion," said he, "no material for 
statuary is so beautiful as marble ; and, far from 
allowing that two or more materials should com- 
pose one statue, I would not willingly see an 
interruption made in the figure of a God or 
Goddess, even by the folds of drapery. 1 would 
venture to take the ceatus' from Venus, distin- 
guishing her merely by her own peculiar beauty. 
But in the representations of the more awful 
Powers, who are to be yenerated and worshipped 
as the patrons and protectors oF cities, we must 
take into account the notions of the people. In 

p " Thenwltli from ia bieut ibe (Ajihrodile) looKd the 
bnideiied girdle, Chii moogfat, irtuieiD Hie all bar eachant- 
ments i tluniji ua love nod doiiv and loving codvctbc, that 
(teals ths wit) (Ten of Ihs vitn.'— Iliad, ^t. ai6. Ktart. 
£>»£ Lta/aiid Kyirf Iramlaiit*.'] 
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their estimate, gold and ivory' ^ve iplendoor 
and dignity to the Gods themMlvei, and our 
wealth displayi their power J Begide . , but bring 
your ear closer . . whea thej nil! not indulge 
us with their &Tour, we may boirow their cloaks 
and omamenta, and restore them vrhen they have 
recovered their temper," 

[■ SocRjLTBa.— Then whon I sgne (hat Phidlu it > good 
»orkiii»n, " WelV' he will MTi " *" Ton Oiink PkWias was 
J(Doruil 01 Iba Baallfal jm till of r " " Wby la the oime 
of gandnoa I " I ilnll ask. ' Becmn be did not nuke the n-jct 
oC Atlvn ot gdid, D« iLe cm of the tux, □« ths fsei, nor ths 
lutDda, tmt of Ivory," be will mnswer : " IT, as you say, it 
wnld bavg locked nuM beantirul in gold. Plainly he made 
the mialake duoofh inuit of caltorc, becaase he waa unaware 
that gold is the eubalanee which makes everything beantiful 
whareTer it appean." V/hen he says thia, what anavet aie we 
toiiiake,Hippiai ?" Hippiis.— No difficulty. Wewillssj' 
thai he made it right \ Sta I Gunceive that iimy ia beantifal loo. 
SocaUB.— "for what reuoD, Iben," be will ask. "did he 
make the eeDtros of tbe oyos not of ivory tnt of Htooe, taking 
flue to eel aa gtoal a atmitarity aa posaihle in the stone lo the 
Ivny r Is beaatifal stone alia a beantifDl Ihiog } " Shall we 
Myyee, Hippiasi Hirpus.— Yes, eenalnly— when It ii in 
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A5PASIA TO CLEONE. 

•jFTER I had wriCtcD to you, werenened 
our conversation on the game subject, 
I inquired of Pericles whether he 
thought the appelUtioD olgoldtm^-m» 
) Venus for her precious gifts, or for 
m. Hii answer ms : 
" Small statues of Venus are more Dumerous 
than of any other deitj ; and the first that were 
gilt in Greece, I believe, were hert. She it wor- 
shipped, 70U know, not onlj as the Goddess of 
beauty, but likewise ag the Goddess of fortune. 
In the former capacity we are her rapturous 
adorers for five years perhaps ; in the latter we 
persevere for life. Many carry her image with 
them on their journeys, and there is scarcely a 
house in any part of Greece wherein it ii not a 
principal ornament." 

I remarked to him that Apollo, from the colour 
of his hair and the radiance of his countenance, 
would be more appropriately represented in gold, 
and yet that the poets were unmiDdful to call bim 

"They never found him so," said he ; "but- 
Venus often smiles upon them in one department. 
Little inuges of her are often of solid gold, and 

p 1^, ' What llfs li then, wbat ioj, wlthom (gUsn 
AjduodiB t —MimnermBt, 1. 1.] 
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or Buch precious materiala. It is only of late that 
titty have even bome the semblaoce of them. The 
Bg^tians, the inventors of all dnrsbte colours, 
•ad indeed of everything else that is durable in 
the arts, devised the means of investing other 
metals with dissolved gold ; the Phmnidans, bar- 
barous and indifferent to elegance and refine- 
ment, could only cover ihem with lamular incrus- 
tations. By improving the inventions of Egypt, 
bronte, odious in its own proper colour for the 
htlman figure, and more odious for Divinities, 
assumes a splendour and majesty which almost 
compensate for marble itself." 

"Metal," said I, "has the advantage in dura- 
bility." 

"Ijurely aot," answered he; "and it is more 
exposed to invasion and avance. But either of 
them, under cover, ma.y endure many thousand 
years, I apprehend, and without corrosion. The 
temples of Egypt, which have remained two thou- 
land, are fiesh at this horn- u when they were first 
erected : and all the violence of Cambyses' and 
hii army, bent on effacing the images, have done 
little more harm, if you look at them &om a short 
distance, than a single fly would do in a summer 
day, on a statue of Pentelican marble. The 
Egyptians have laboured more to commemorate 
the weaknesses of man than the Grecians to attest 
his energies. This however must be conceded 
[' CsmbyKs ii uid Id hive utonped to diBlniy the 
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to the Egyptians ; that they ire tbe only people 
OD euth to whom destruction hu not been the 
first love and pnodpal occupation. The works 
of their hands will outlive the works of their in- 
tellect : here at leut I g^lory in tbe tare hope that 
we shall differ from them. Judgment and per- 
ceptioo of Che tme and beautiful will never allow 
our statuaries to represent the human counte- 
nance as they IWTe dcoe, in granite, and por- 
phyry, and basalt. Tiieir statues have resisted 
Time and War; curs will vanquish Envy and 

"Sculpture has made g^'cat advances in my 
time ; Painting still greater ; for until the last 
forty years it was inel^ant and rude. Sculpture 
can go no farther ; Paintiag can : she may add 
scenery and climate to her forms. She may give 
to Pbiloctetes, not only the wing of the sea-bird, 
wlierewith he coob the throbbing of his wound ; 
Dot only the bow and the quiver at his feet, but 
likewise the gloomy rocks, the Vulcanian vaults, 
and the distant fires of Lemnos, the Qerce inhabi- 
tants subdued by pity, the remorseless betrayer, 
and the variou* emotions of his retiring friends. 
Her reign is boundless, but the fairer and the 
richer part of her dominions lies within the 
Odjuea. Painting hg degrees will perceive her 
advaatage* over Sculpture ; but if there are pace* 
between Sculpture and Painting, there are para- 
■anga between Painting and Poetry. The diffe- 
rence is that of a lake confined by mounUios, aad 
a river running on through all tbe varieties of 
scenery, perpetual wd unimpeded. Sculpture 
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and Paining ar« aonwDts of life ; Poetry i* life 

it*eU, and every thing around it and above it. 

" But let u» tnrn bade again to the poiitloa 
we set out from, and offer due reverence to the 
tmeit diviners of the Gods. Phidias in ten daya 
is' capable of producing what would outlive ten 
thoosand years, if man were not resolved to be 
the snbverter of man's glcry. The Gods them- 
felves will vanish away briore their images." 

O Cleone I this is painful to hear. I wlali 
Pericles, and I too, were somewhat more religious : 
it is so sweet and graceful. 



CLEONE TO ASF ASIA. 
S^^SfiHE, O Aipasia, who wishes to be 
yagMrcn more religious, hath mucli religion, 
^SEmct although the volatiUty of her imagina- 
** '■■'I' lion and the velodty of her pursuits do 
not permit her to settle fixedly on the object of 
it. How could 1 have ever loved you so, if I 
believe the Gods would disapprove of my ittadi- 
ment, as they certainly would if you under-rated 
their power and goodness I They take especial 
care both to punish the unbeliever, and to strike 
with awe the wituesses of unbelief. I accompanied 
iny hther, not long since, to the temple of Apollo, 
and when we had performed the uaual rites of 



our devotion, there c 



e up to us a young n 



of somewhat pleasbg aspect, with whose family 
t was aodently on tenna of intimacy. After 
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1B7 Either had nude the cnitomajj inqnirics, be 
converted with oi abciDt hit tnveli. He had juit 
left Ephemo, kud said he bad (pent the morn- 
ing in a comparitoD between Diana'i temple and 
Apollo'a, He told ns that they are aimilar io de- 
■ign ; but that the Epheiiaii' Goddeu U an ugly 
lump of dark-coloured itooe ; while our Apollo ii 
of such truucendent beaut J that, oa first behatdini; 
him, he WQadet«d any other God had ■ worsliipper. 
Mj father wai tiaDsported with joj at luch a 
dedaratioD. 

" Give up the otfaeri," laid be ; "worahiphere, 
and rely od proiperity." 

"Were I ayself to telect," amweredhe, "any 
deity in preference to the reit, it abould not be ut 
traacible, or vindictiTe, or unjuit one." 

" Surely not," cried my father . . *' it ihoutd be 
Apollo ; and «r Apollo I What bai Diaoa done 
for any man, or any woman ? I speak lubmissively 
. . with all reverence . . I do not qneition." 

The young man answered, " t will forbear to 
tay a word about Diana, havii^ been educated in 
gttsU fear of ber : but surely the treatment of 
Manyas by Apollo wa* bordering on sererity." 

" Not a whit," cried my bther, " if undentood 
tightly." 

"HisaHCDttotliereC[ne*t of Phaeton," continued 
C No* ibe loidui land bu a most bippT mmgline of 
tatMva±t ■'■d y"^ ^"^ ^'^ tbOB 1nnp]« tdch u there an 
snrlMn ebe. Fir uafDinHlB and «alih tkat of Diana at 
Epfaeaufl taiktt Ibe &nt place, and dctI come two n nfip ia h ed 
lamplaol Apollo, me <n the Bnsdiids at UIlRiu, and the 
etl«r at Qanu, Ln the terrLtory of CoIotAcl 
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the young nua, "Icoowing (a* he did) the caa- 
■equenees, seenu a little deficient ia that foresif^t 
which beloD^ pecaliarly to the God of prophecy." 

My &ther left me abmptly, ran to the font, 
and iprinkled fint himMlf, then me, lastly tb« 
gueat, with hiitntl w«ter. 

" We mortals," eontiniMd he gravely, " ihonld 
not presume to argue on the Gods aiter our own 
Interior Dstare and limited capacities. What 
appears to hsTe been cmel might have been 
moat kindly provident." 

" The reasoning is conclosive," nud the 
youth ; " you have caught by the hand a be- 
ni^ited and wandering dreamer, and led him 
from the bnok of ■ predpice. I see nothing left 
now on the road-side but the skin of Bfonyat, 
and it would be folly to start or flinch at it." 

My bther had a slight luspidoD of his lin- 
cerity, and did not invite him to the bouse. He 
has attempted to come, more than once, evidently 
with an earnest detire to explore the truth. 
Several daya together he haa been leen on the 
very spot where he made the confession to mjr 
father, in deep tbonght, and, as we hope, under 
the influence of the Deity. 

I forgot to tell yon that this young penon is 
Thraseas, tmi of Phortnio the Com. 
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ASPASIA TO CLEONC. 

r^jniTF everthere vaa a^outh whose derotioc 

OsfllMiS pre&gured for the office* of ailoratioii, 
I (uspect it must be Tbiiueu, aim of Fhotnuo 
theCoan. 

Usppj the msD who, when ereij thought else 
is kst and alone into the wum 
:t folding! o( a, letter 1 



ASPASIA TO CLEOKE. 

^tjj&MLCIBlADES entered the librai? one 
UHKQ dzj when I was writing out tome 

"BiBwl about, by my hurry in attempting M 
ctmceat them. 

" Aldbiades J " said I, "we do not like to be 
detected in aaj thing lo wicked as poetiy. Some 
day or other I diall perhaps have my revenge, 
and catch you committing the same sin with 
more pertinacity." 

" Do you bncj," s^d he, " that I cannot vrite 
a verse or two, if I eet my heart upon it?" 
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" No," replied 1 ; " bat I doubt whether joor 
bean, ia its lightneu tad rolubiliqr, would not 
ToU off to lUppeiT a plintli. We remember your 
poetical taleots, displayed in all their brif^tacM 
oo poor Socrates." 

" Do not laugh Bt Socrates," said he. " The 
num is by do means such a quibbler and impostor 
as some of bis disciples> would represent him, 
making him drag along no easy mule-load, bj 
Hercnlei I no summer robe, no every-day Testure, 
DO nurse of an after-dinner nap, but a tniling, 
troublesome, intricate piece of sophistry, inter- 
wOTen with Sowers and spbynzes, stolen bom an 
Egyptian temple, with duit enongh in it to bUnd 
all the crocodile* as br as to the catan^ta, and to 
diy up the Nile at its bluest overflow. He it 
rather fond of strangling an unwary interloper 
with a (tiing of questions, of which it ia difficult 
to see the length or the knots, until the two endi 
are about the throat : but be lets him cS easily 
when he has birly set bii mark on him, Anaxa- 
goras tells me that thet« is not a school in Athena 
where the scbolais are so jealous and malicious, 
while he himself is totally exempt from those 
wont and most unphilosophical of passions ; that 
the parasitical weed grew np ti^ether with thdr 
very root, and soon overtopped the plant, but that 
it only hangs to his railii^. Now AnazagorM 
envies nobody, and only perplexes na by th« ad- 
miration of hi* generosity, modesty, and wisdom. 

[■ WlhlbiSHtiuliBptiiio, comiiue die Inuginu? Cob- 
Tcmtim belT M n Diocanu uid Plslo. Lander vss do 
bslinor In Pluo] 



...Ccgic 



rSHtCLES AKB ASPASIA. Uf 

" I did not come hilber to diaturb you, Atpuik ! 
and will retire nhen I have ^v«n yoa Mtisfitctioii, 
or mtngt; thii, I think, is the word. Not only 
hare I writtea versei, uid, u yoa may well lup- 
pose, long after those npon the ion of Sophrouit- 
ciu, but verse* upoD love." 
" Are we none of u« in the secret V laid I, 
" You ihall be," said he; "attend and pit)'." 
I mnat haye turned pale, I think, for I shud- 
dered. He repeated these, and relieved me. 

1 ]awt to look en lovelj cya. 

And da lUK ahim tlie sonod a( dghi, 

If Ihey ue level vilfa Ihe eu ; 
Bfll if ther riH lott o'cTiST diia, 



CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

QMffiMO you remember little Artemidora, the 
^3SjnDB mild and bashful girl, whom you com- 

•SW^** surrounded by innumerable slender 
reeds, and seen only at intervals as they waved 
about her, making way to the breeze, and quiver- 
ing and bending ? Not having seen her fur some 
time, and meeting Deiphobos who is intimate 
with her family, I ventured to ask him whether 
he had been lately at the house. He turned pale. 

^IMotiBUtAfJ 
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iin]HiideDt and indellcite ai I un, I accnted 
him iniUntly, wHh much gaietjr, of lore for her. 
Acciued t O AtpMlK, how glorimi U it ia one 
to fcel more teiisibly tbui all otben tlw beaii^ 
that liea (ai beyond what they ever can dilcera 1 
From their earthly station they behold the snii'i 
bright disk: he enteri the palace of the God. 
Eilemally there is fire only : pure ineitin^iih- 
able Kther fills the whole space within, and io- 
crcaMS the beanty it diiplay*. 

" Cleone I " said he, " you are distreued at 
the apprehension of having' paioed me. Believe 
me, you have not touched the part where pain 
lies. Were it poaiible that a creature so perfect 
could love me, I would reprove ber indiscretiOD ; 
I would recall to her attention what surely her 
eyes might indicate at a glance, the disparity of 
our ages ; and I would teach her, what is better 
taught by biendship than by eiperieoce, that 
youth alone is the hAr price of youth. However, 
unce there ia on either side nothing but pure 
amity, there is do necesait; for any such dis- 
course. My aoul could hardly be more troubled 
if there were. Her health is declining while her 
beauty is scarcely yet at its meridian. I will not 
delay you, O Cleone 1 nor will you dela.; me. 
Rarely do I enter the templet ; but I must enter 
here before I sleep. Artemia and Aphrodite may 
perhaps hear me ; but T entreat you, do you also, 
who are more pioua than I am, piay and implore 
of their divine goodness, that my few years may 
be added to hen ; the few to the many, the sor- 
rowful (not then so) to the joyooa." 
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He cluped mj lund : 1 withdrew it, for tl 

bumt DM. locODBideTito and indelicate before, 

call me now (what jou muat ever think me) 

barbarooa and jj ' 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 
ffi^^gHE largeit heart, O Cleone, it that 
£29^9 which only ooe can rest upon oi im- 
^ ^C|^ K1 prCH ; the purest ii that which dare* 
aJSnS& to oji itaeif impure; the kindest i> 
that which ihrinks rather at its own inhimuuiity 
than at another't. Cleooe barbarouil Cleone 
iohnman I Silly girl 1 jou are fit only to be 
inttnictrcM to the nllier Aapaaia. in mom thing* 
(in this tor instance) I am wiser than yon. I 
hare tmly a great mind to make you blush >|;ain, 
and so make you accuse yourself a second time of 
indiscrelioii. After a pause, I am resolved on it. 
Now then. Artemidoni is the very girl who pre- 
ferred yon to me both for manners and beauty. 
Many have done the some no doubt, but she alone 
to my fact. When we were sitting, one evening 
in autumn, with our feet in the Mseander, her 
nurse condtictcd her towards us. We invited her 
to sit down between us, which at first she was 
afraid of doing, because the herbage had recovered 
from the drought of summer and had become sue- 
culent as in spring, so that it might stain her 
£1 Not in !« ta.1 
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■hort wliite dre». But iHmii we showed her how 
thU danger might be sTOided, she blushed, and, 
after some hesitatioa nu seated. Before long, I 
eoquiied of her who wu her little invai, uid 
iriiether he was himdsaine, and whether he wu 
■enuble, and whether he was courageous, and 
whether he was ardent. She answered all these 
questions in the affiimative, excepting the last, 
which she reallj did not understand. At Uogth 
came the twilight of thought that showed her 
blushes. I ceased to persecute her, and only 
asked her which of us she liked the best and 
thou^t the most beautiful. " I like Cleoae the 
best,"«aid«he, "andthiok her tfaemostbeautiful, 
because she took ay band and pitied mj confu- 
won when such vn; strange questions were put 
to me." However, she kissed me when she saw 
I was concerned at my impropriety ! maybe a 
part of the kiss was given as a compensation for 
the severity of hi 
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. TO CLEONE. 

Ws urs hot pebbls la a gnvcl valk. 
Some bladvr ud (iiins whilBr, pebblM nOl, 
Fii vnl^ u la middni on. 

gS^^HESE worda w«re introduced into a 
K^^^ comedy, lately written by Polos, a re- 
^^^^S ma.rka.biy tt person and wbo uppears 
SWU K& to have enjoyed life and liberty as 
mucb IS any citizen in Athens. I happen to have 
rendered some services to Philonides,' the actor, 
to whom the speech is addressed. He brought me 
the piece before its representation, telling me that 
Potus and his friends had resolved to applaud ths 
passage, and to turn their ^es toward Pcticles. 
I made bim a little present, on condition that, in 
the representation, he should repeat the folimving 
verses in reply, instead of the poet's. 

So richly SWMtlurt an: now.hyjore, 



[1 nJlaMa «9 ■ friend if ArWophun, 
boe the latter brooghl dot vnm ttf ku corlk 



.X-.ccsL' 



ti4 PERICLES AND ASTASIA. 

The comedj wu intemipted bjr roan of laugh> 
ter : the friend* of Polo* alimk uny, u)d he him- 
self made many a violsDt effort to do the rame ; 
but Amphicjrdei, who itood next, threw bis aimi 
round his nedi, crying, 

" Behold another Codrus I devoting himself for 
his country. The infernal Powers require no 
black bull for sacri&ce ; they are quite satisfied. 
Etemal peace with Boeotial eternal praise to herl 
what a present I where was he fatted ? " 

We had iovlted Polus to dine with us, and now 
condoled with him on his loss of appetite. The 
people of Athens were quite out of favour with him. 

" I told them what they were bt for," cried he, 
" and they proved it. Ampbicydes . . I do not 
(ay he has been at Sparta . . I myself saw bim, 
no long time ago, on the road that leads to 
M^ara . . that city rebelled soon after. His 
wife died strangely : she had not beeo married 
two I'ean, and had grown ugly and thin : he 
might have used her for a broom if she had hair 
enough . . perhaps he did ; odd noises have 
been beard in the house. 1 have no suspicion or 
•pite against any man living . . and, praise to 
the Gods I I can live without being an informer." 

We listened with deep interest, but could not un- 
derstand the allusion, asheperceivedby ourlooks. 

" You will hear to-morrow," said he, " how un- 
worthily I have been treated. Wit draws down 
Folly on^ us, and she must have her fling. It 
does not bit ; it doe* not hit." 

Slave* brought in a ewer of water, with leveral 
I' uf Hl.,''iipcin.'] 
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Dapkins. They were not last upon Po1u9, Sindhe 
declared that tbose two bo;s bad more lagacJty 
•nd intoitioD tlian all the people in the theatre. 

"In jour houte and your admiDisbaCion, O 
Pericles, ereiy thing i* timed well and done well, 
without our knowing how. Dust will rise," «aid 
he, " dust will riae ; if we would not raise it we 
must never stir. They have begun with those who 
would tefbnn their nuuiners ; thejr will presently 
carry their violence against those who maintain 
and enecute the laws." 

Supper was served. 

" A quail, O beat Polus !"• 

" A quail, O wonderful I may hurt me ; but 
being recommended . . " 

It disappeared. 

" The breast of that capon . ." 

" Capons, being meUnchoUc, breed melancholy 
within." 

" Coriander-seed might correct it, together with 
a few of those white plump pine-seeds." 

1 O e«/' O memlrrfMU Q lady*! tic a'fitknnt: 
a Autfafif : fl 3f #BO(Ki. Caiv«nuioii wn5 never cairkd oil 
wiThDLii tbcH unB^ evBa unonfl Pbilaopber&, u ve £« in 

p In the ba edition ibii note couiasa : ' Tbs editor hsi 
ihosEht it Ul duty to be qaiU UuimJ in ousluiiic, O fitkxm : 
a tfwvuini ; ft Atawatta, ftc ConTRsatim nfi nenr cajiied 
on without thdnj. even among pbilofiopbers, aa ve see in 
Plato. Ao. Anapologyouetlttalieafitredfornatadoniinglhe 
teit vtth tliE Gmk. It being the faahioii lo enrich the Inilet 
irith aDIlqDiUes. Ponttf mini plead foi tlu editor; when he 
pgbliihei the Ltlttn e/ CUafalra, he promiKi hii faii friendi 
thjU he will be moie libenU of the Coptick ; the oiigin&l Greek 
b^Lg iao, aod Ibe Coplik beiiif e colj bum ienioD.1 
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" The very desideraCioD 1" 

It was corrected. 

"Tunny under oil, with mnijorum and figs, 
pickled locusts, and pistachiocs. Your* stoEoach 
■eems delicate." 

"AlasI indeedittsdeclioing. Tunn; 1 tunny 1 
I dare oot, O festoon of the Graces 1 1 dare not 
Tcrily. Chian wine alone can appease its sedi- 

Tliey were appeased. 

Some livers were offered him, whether of fiah 
or fowl, I know not, for I can hardly bear to look 
at that dish. He waved them away, but turned 
■udJenlj round, and aaid, " Youth 1 I think I 
smell fennel." 

" There is fennel, O mighty one 1 " replied the 
slave, " md not fennel only, but parsley and honey, 
pepper uid rosemaij, garlic from Salamis, and..." 

" Say no more, say no more ; (ennel is enough 
for moderate men, and brave ones. It remiltds 
me of the field of Marathon."' 

The field was won ; nothing was left upon it. 

Another slave came forward, announcing loudly 
and pompously, " Gosling from Brauron I Sauce, 
prunes, mustard seed, capers, feuu-greek, aesa.- 
mum, and tquiUs." 

" Squills t " exclaimed Polus, "they soothe 
the chest. It is not every cook that is deep in 
the secrets of aatare. Brauron 1 an ancient city ; 
I have friends iu Brauron ; I will taste, were it 
only for remembrance of them." 

['(j((rf.,-farymr.T 

f* " Huathon " tn Qpai meuu rnmel.I 
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Re made MToral essaja, ■ensiml pauKt. 

"But when iha.ll wc come to Uw iqutll*? " uid 
he, turning' to the ilaTe ; " tht qualities of the 
othere are negative." 

The whole dish waa prcaeatly. 

" Our paniy," laid I, " O illoitrioDt Polui ! 
ia the onlj thing I can venture to recommend at 
table ; the other dishes am mcFelyon lufferance ; 
but, really, our paste; ii good ; 1 usually ding 
entirely upon it." 

" Entirely 1" cried he, in amaie, 

" With a glass of nater," added I, " and some 
giapea, fresh or dry, " 

" To accompany you, O diviire Aspaaia I thongil 
ID good truth this said pastry is but a sandy sort 
of road ; no great tray can be made in it." 

The diffident Polus was not a bad engineer 
however, and he soon hod an opportunity o[ 
admiring the worknunship at the bottom of dm 

Two dishes of roast meat were carried to him, 
I .know not what one was, nor could Polus easily 
make up bis mind upon it ; experiment following 
experiment Kid however wu an old acquaint- 

" TliOM who kill kids," said he, " desem well 
of their country, for they grow up mischievous l 
the Gods, aware of this, make them very eatable. 
They require some management, some skill, aome 
reSectioD ; mint, rii^ot, dandelion, vinegar : 
strong coercion upon 'em. Chiao wine, boy 1 " 

" What does Pericles eat ? " 

" Do not mind Peridei. H« haa eaten ol the 
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quails, and tome rout Gah, bespiiakled with baj- 

leaves' for sauce." 

"Fish I ay, that makes him to vigilaot. 
Cats.." 

Here be stopt, not, however, without a diver- 
sion in his bvour from me, observing that he 
usually dined on vegetablst, fish, and some bird: 
that his earlier meal was his longest, confection- 
ary, honey, and white bread, composing it" 

" And" Chian or Lesbian ? " 

" He enjoys a little wine after dinner, prefer- 
ring the lighter and subacid." 

" Wonderful man 1" cried he; "and all from 
such Care as that I " 

When he rose from table be seemed by his conn- 
tenance to be quiet again at heart ; nevertheless 
be said in my ear, with a sigh, " Did I possess the 
power of Pericles, or the persuasion of Aspasia, 
by the Immortals I I would enrich the galleys 
with a grand dotation. Every soul of them would 
I — yea, every soul of them — monslera of ingrati- 
tade, hypocrites, traitors, they should for Egypt, 
for Carthage, Mauritania, Numidia. He will find 
out before long what dc^ be has been skimming 
the keRls for." 

It required an effort to be perfectly composed, 
*t a simile which I imagine has never been used 
in the Greek language since the days of Medea ; 
but t cast down my eyes, and said consolatorily, 
" It is difficult to do justice to such men u Peri- 
cles and PoluB." 
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He woald aoti luLve let me into the tecret, but 
otbera saved me.' 

Out brmers, in the number of their enperati- 
tioDS, eatertain a firm belief that any loil is ren- 
dered more fertile by buiying ao asa'a head in it 
On this idea is founded the epigiam I send to you : 
It raised a laugh at dianer. 

Ln-Te iDff thy bead irhBD tboa ul dad, 

SpcDbippusI prudent fumen ny 
An tas'i Bcall make« plentiful 
Tbe poonM k^ ; ud osn ii litj. 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

^MajNAXAGORAS ia the true, finn, con- 
^g^l^q staot friend of Pericles ; the golden 
Sijjfilffl lamp that shines peipetually on the 
EBw"! image I adore. Yet sometimes he 
speaiks severely. On one of these occasions, 
Pericles took him by the hand, saying, 

" O Anaiagoras 1 sincere and ardent lover of 
Truth 1 why do not you love her in such a man- 
ner as never to let her see you out of humour ? " 

" Because," said Anaiagoras, " you divide my 
aiTectiuns with her, much (o my tbune." 

Pericles was called away on bnsineti ; I then 
«ud, 

" O Anaiagoras 1 is not Pericles a truly great 

He answered, " If Pericles were a truly great 
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nno, be iroald not wkh to ■ppear difTerent from 
wbat be is ; be vould know himself, and make 
othoM know him ; he serani to guard agaiDSt 
both. Much is mating to eonstitute his great- 
neiB. He possesses, it it tme, moie comprehen- 
dreness and coDcentntion dian any liria^;: 
periiaps more than any nnce Solon ; but he 
thioks that pover over odwn i» better than power 
over himself ; as if a mob were worth a man, aad 
an acclamation were worth a Peddci." 

"But," said I, "he has absolute command over 
himself ; and it is chieflj by exerting it that be 
has obtained an ascendency over the mindl of 

" Haa be Tendered tbem wi««r and more vir- 
tuous?" said he. 

" Yon know best," replied I, "having lived much 
longer among them." 

" Perhaps," said Anaxagoras, " I may vrrODg 
him ; perhaps he hai saved tbem from wone 



" You think him then ambitioni I " said I, with 

" Ambitious I " cried he, "how so? He might 
have been a philosopher, and he is content to be 

1 was ill at eate. 

"Come," said t, "Amiagoml come into the 
garden with me. It is rather too warm indeed 
out irf doort, but we have many evergreens, high 
and ahady, and those who, like you and me, never 
drink wine, have little to dread from the beat." 

Whether the ileiei and b*;i and oleander* 
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stnick Iiii imteinatloQ, and presented the simile 
I canDOt tell, but he tiius continued {n IlluitTatloTi 
of hii discooTie. 

"Tkere ue no iDdeciduoni plants, Aspuia! 
the greater part lose thor leavei in irinter, the 
rest in summer. It is thns wiA men. The 
generalitjr jneld and are stript onder the first 
diiUj blasts that rfialie them. They who have 
veathered these, drop leaf after leaf in the sun- 
shine. The virtues bj which ihef arOte to popu- 
larity, take another garb, another aspect, another 
form, and totally disappear. Be not uneasy ; 
the heart of Pericles will never dry up, m many 
•treams run into it." 

He retired to his studies ; I tpoke hat little 
that evening, and slept late. 



ASPASIA TO CLSONE. 

'SSBBROyi raa I ever hope to diew ycni, in all 
CWSuS its brigbtuena, the character of my 
j^Sfe^g friend P I will tell you how ; by 
iStHtS^ following Love and Truth. Like most 

others who have no genioa, I do not feel the want 

of it, at least not here. 
A shallow water may reflect the sun M perfectly 

The words of Anaxagons stuck to me like 
tfaiiUet, I iMOtved (o speak in playfulness with 
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the object of onr coDvenatioD. Fint J began to 

bint at enemie*. He smiled. 

"The children in my orchard," laid he, "are 
not jet growD taU enough to reach the tniit ; ihej 
maj throw at it, but can briog noue down." 

" Do telt me, Pericles 1 " said I, " now we are 
iuMparable for ever, how many struggle! with 
younelf (to say nothing of others) you must 
have had, before you attained the position you 
have taken." 

"It is pleawnter," answered he, "to think of 
onr gloi7 than of the means by which we acquired 
it. 

" Whet) we see the horses that have won at the 
Olympian games, do we ask what oats they have 
eaten to give them audi velocity and strength t 
Do those who swim admirably ever trouble their 
mindt abont the bladders they 'Swam npon in 
learning, or inquire what beasts supplied them? 
When the winds are filling our sails, do we lower 
them and delay our voyage, in order to philoso- 
phise on the particles of air compoNug them, or 
to speculate what r^on produced them, or what 
becomes of them afterward } " 
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LXXXI. 

CLEONE TO ASPASIA. 

gMASnT last, Aspasia, jou love ndeed. The 

SKgKg JOU less iLan the imperfections, nhich 

sioQ, than jou admire, embrace, and defend. 
Happj, happ7, Aspasia J but are jou wise, and 
good, and equable, aod fond of sincerity, as 
fbrmerlj ? Nay, do not answer me. The Gods 
forbid that I should force you to be ingenious, 
and love you for it. How much must jou have 
lost before you ore praised for that I 

Archetaus, of all our philosophers the most 
quiet man, and the most patient investigator, will 
bring jou this. He desires to be the bearer of 
Anaxagotas. 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

^aeo RECEIVED our countijman with 
&^^^< great pleasure. He was obliged to be 
^g3nra fff hearer for several hours : 1 hope his 
jKsHSi pacieoce will never be so much tried 
bj Anaxagoras. I placed them together at table ; 
but Anaiagoras would not break through bia 
custom; nothing of ^ilosophjr. Oar tepaat would 
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)me been e>cn las txlkatire than nanal, had not 
Anusi^ns uked onr guest whether the eulier 
MiledzD aathon, pcieU or histonans, had dmd- 
tioDed Homer. 

"I find not a word about him in anyone o( 
Aem," repHed be, " aJtbough nc have the works of 
Cadmus and Pbocjlidei, the fonDcr no admiiable 
fcjilarian, the latter an tDdiffereDt poet, but not 
the less likelj to mention lihn, and they aie mp- 
posed to hiTe lived within thicc centnries of his 
tige. Pennit my first qnestioo to yon, in my 
■earch after tmth. to be this ; whether hie agt 
were not much earlier j " 

"This is not the only question," satd Anas- 
agoiat, " on which yon will hear fetwn me Ute 
amfession of my utter ignorance. I am inte* 
Ksled in everything that relates to the operatioiu 
of the human mind ; and Pericles has in his poa- 
•ession every author whose works have been 
transcribed. The namber will appear quite in- 
credible to you ; there cannot be fewer than two 
hundred. I find poetry to which is attributed au 
earlier date than to Homer's ; but stupidity and 
bartarism are do convincing- proofs. I find Cre- 
tan, Ionian, Laconian, and BeEotian, wntleo 
certainly more than three centuries ago ; the 
bng-tia^B is not copious, is not fiuen^ i* not 
refined. Pericles says it is all of it inhannODion : 
of this I cannot ju(%e, he can. Dropidet and 
Mimnermus wrote no better verses than the ser- 
vant girls sing upon our itaitrases. Archiiochus 
and Alcman, who lived a century earlier, com- 
posed niacb grander ; but where there ia at once 
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ferocitj and immodeitj, either the ige mntt bive 
been lurbu-aua, or the po«t must bave been left 
bebiod iL Sappho was in reality th« reviver d 
poetry, teaching it to humaniie and delight ; 
Simooides broi^ht it to periectiDD. The muae of 
Lesboc, as she is called, and Alcxus, invented 
each a novel species of stn^he. Aspasia prelera 
the poeti; of S8j>|^, and ihe metre of Alceeut,' 
which however, I think she iafco'ms us, is leci 
adapted to her subjects tiian her own is." 

" ft appears to me," Midi, " thateverjone who 
felt strong in poetry was ambitiooi of being aa 
inventor in its measurea. ArcULochui, the last of 
any note, invented the iambic" 

" True, O Aspasia 1 " said Pericles, " but not 
exactly in the sense usually received. He did 
not invent, as many suppose, tbe aenarian 
iambic, which is coend almost with the language 
itself, and many of which creep into the ciosett 
prose composilion, bat he vrai the first who 
subjoined a Sorter to it, the barb to tbe dart, so 
fatal to Cleobule and Lycambes."' 

" His &rst," said I, " is like the trot of a mastjf, 
bis second is like the spring at the throat. 

[> ■■ Wbow tiOu lucelt Gabriel, Abdiel, 
StjUTEd from Jehovah's fo^eoat armaoriet 
Toim, u tba dnp donted cmpyicui 
Singa t4 tlie row of aa ao^l oiueL" 

—Tmrruml 

p LTCaiuba ms du faljur of Ncdbolft, irho at fir^ ac- 

Aepted ArchiTochia as a auitv for her haDd aod then rajected 

talm. Both she aad ber talher mn u itnoe by tlie Ii>ie1> 

ke aftemrdi pablished ofaiaat tLem Ihoc thef hiuf 
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'' Homer alone hu enriched the lai^B^ with 
•CDtences fall of harmoo;. How long his verae 
m* createdi, how long hit Godi had lived before 
Um, bow long he himself before ut, ii yet uncer- 
tmin, although Herodotus' is of oplQioo that be 
i* Dearer to u> than Pericles and Anazagoras 
admit. But &tae two philosophers place sud, 
moon, and stats, beyond all reasonable limits ; I 
know not how br off." 

"We none of ns know," said Periclea ; "but 
Anaiagoiss hopes that, in a future age, human 
knowledge will be more extensive and more cor- 
rect ; and Melon ha* encouraged us in our specu- 
lations. The heavenly bodies may keep their 
seciets two or three thousand years yet,' bnt 
one or other will betray them to some wakeful 
favourite, some Eodymion* beyond Latmot, 
perhaps in regions undiscovered, certainly in nn- 
calculated times. Men will know more of them 
than they will ever know of Homer, Our know- 
ledge on this miracle of our species is untilcely to 
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Lxxxni. 

A5PASU TO CLEONE. 

^JgffinERICLES, who ii acknowledged to 
^»3Q^ have A ^er ear thaji any of our poeta 
^^^^ or rheloriciaoi, ia of opinion that the 
WsKyM Tcrsification in all the books, of both 
Iliad and Odyssea, iras modulated by the aame 
muter key. Sopbodea too, certainly less jolted 
than you would suppose, by the deep ruta, aogular 
turns, and incessant jerks of the iaminc, tells me 
that he finds do other heroic verses at all re- 
sembling it in the rhythm, and that, to his appie- 
heDsioujit ia not dissimilar in the two poems. 

But I must continue, while I remember them 
perfectly, the words of Pericles. 

"The Ulysses of the Iliad and Odyssea ia not 
the same, but the Homer is. Mig^ht not the poet 
have collected, in his earlier voyages, maQy won- 
derful tales about tbe chieftain of Itbaca ; about 
his wanderingB and return ; about his wife and 
her suitors P Mig'ht not afterward the son or 
grandson have solicited his guest and friend to 
place the sagacious, the courageous, the enduring 
man, among the others whom he was celebrating 
in detached poems, as leaders against Troy ? 
He describes with precision everything in Ithaca : 
it is evident he must have been upon the spot. 
Of all other countries, of Sicily, of Italy, of 
FbiTgia, he quite as evidenUy write* from 
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tnulition snd FcprescDtation. Pbrygu wss sub- 
ject to the Aasjnian kings at the time when he 
conunence* bis si«ge. The Greeks, according to 
him, had been ravaging the cuiuitry manj yean, 
anil had swept »w«7 miitj dtiei. What were the 
Assyrian kings d<HDg t Did the Grecians lose do 
men by war, byciinate, by disease, by time, in the 
whole ten yean 1 Their bone» uost have beoi 
•troog and Img-UTcd ; an excellent breed I to 
keep their teeth and mettle for fiv»-and-twenty. 
I ihouM hare imagined that amne of than mnl 
have got lamed, •ome few perhaps foundered ; 
snicly here and there a chaiiot can have had but 
one renaining, and he, in all probability, tMt in 
the very best cmditiiiii. I cannot but think ibU 
Homer took frooi Sesosiri* the shield that he hM 
given to Aehillei. Tiie Greeks never worked 
gold so skilfully u in this ahield, until our own 
Phidias tau^t tJiem ] and even he posseasea not 
the art of giving all the various colours to the 
Bietal which are repreiented as designating the 
fnuts^, and other tbingB inclndcd in thutstupm- 
doui woik, and which the Egyptians in his time, 
and long earlier, onderatood.' How happened it 
that tbe Tnijana had Greek names, aad the kadei 
of tbe Greeks an Egyptian one i Wheo 1 was it 
ByzantioD,' I had the cniiosit j to visit the imagi* 

fl 'HiepuBfe'T » ._ , tmdbsIood''it not ladautfr^] 
[1 " Nov Ihs inlli c^ Br**B'*<x> "* •"tadiBa aume, 
Foi tbe bang at them n bnill wilh thick loni-sideil aqnan 
lionH, bonod IDgethcT vith bnfen damps, Hod the mbenor at 
the mils Cs EtrenplieMd vith earth vorb and cither tutJE- 
h Miim, ■»!>»« th«nfc»l«»eiim»b* on ihiA vai^ *aJ oa 
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naxj (cene of their battles, I saw manj sepul- 
chral monuments, of the most durable kind, 
conical elevations of earth, on which there were 
theep and goaU at pasture. There were mins 
beyond, but oeithcr of a great city nor of an 
ancient one. The only ancient walls 1 saw were 
on the EnrnpeaD coast ; those of Byzantion, which 
Aspaua claims as the itructUTe of Miletiu, and 
which the people of Megara (ell us were founded 
ty their forefathers, less than two centuries ago. 
But neither Mitetua noi Megara was built when 
these walls were entire. They belong to the un- 
known world, and are sometimes called Pelagian, 
sometimes Cyclopian ; appellations without 
meaninfr; rignstbatdgnifynothing ; insciiptions 
that point out the road to places where there is 
neither place nor road. Walls of this masaive 
nructoie surround the ruin* of Phoccea,' destroyed 
by Cttus ; they are also found in Tyrrhenia. 
Our acropolis was surmounted by such, until the 

ihetop the«aUiaBOiiadftthatmeDeanp>nponit apdfsivfn 
fortified. And Iberc ve mv^y tonn of gnat ila JatHnf cnjt 
boa Uw wan, •miHi loop^wln nmiid cneb o( Ibeou" 

— Diat Qutiaa, Ixdt. to.] 
[1 "The PhomicHan King dT Tulessui in Spnio ngudid 
the Ph««ui> vilb so mocb favtiui as U Gnl to beg them to 
(piit locii undKnleinwhUBTeTpanodiiionntry they liked. 
AfiomdB finding that he cocdd oot pEarail npcn tbem to 
«gns to tbie, and beving tbet the Mede vae groving grrtt 
in their neighbonihood, he ^-n them money to bnild a wall 

bonnlifol bukd, for the town is many furlongs in circuit, and 
the wall ii built entinly of gieat blocki of itoiie ikilfnllT 
iltcd topitfaB."— ^dsA'sun'i Htredatia.1 
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administration of Themistoctei, who reinoved tbe 
stones la tierre ai foundations to the works in the 
harbour ; the occasion being urgent, and the mag- 
nitude of the blocks being admirably proper for 
that Solid structure." 
Cleone ! are you tired \ rest then. 



TO CLEONE. 
Sffl^i)|E VERAL times had Perielcabtetiiiknt, 
^a^^^ expecCitig and inviting our guasts to 
t §£S^ i >^>t him in the investigation. 
lA3wUI « I have DO paradox to maintain, na 
paitiality to defend," said ho. " Some tell us 
that theic were twenty Homer*, Mme dany that 
there was ever one. It were idle and fooUah to 
shaice the ewilenta of a vase in order to let dicm 
settle at laM. W« ar* p«rpetuaUy laboiiiifr to 
destroy our delight, our composure, our devotion 
10 superior power. Of all the animals upon earth 
we least know what is good for us. My opinion 
is, that what is best for us is our adcniration of 
good. No man living venerates Homer more than 
I do. He was the only author I read when I woa 
a boy, for our teachers are usually of opinion that 
wisdom and poetry are like fruit for children, un- 
wholesome if too fresh. Simonides bad indeed 
grown somewhat sound ; Pindar was heating ; 
j£schylus...ay, but iEschylu* was almost at the 
next door. Hcmer then nourished ny iuicy. 
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Miimftted my dreams, nwoke rae id the moinitig, 
marched with me, sailed with me, taug;ht me 
monU, taiUght me ianguage, taught ma miuic, 
and phUoaopbj, and war. 

" Ah, were he pmeat at tbii hour among us t 
that I might uk him how his deities entered 
Troy. In Pbrjgia there was but ime Goddcis, 
the mother of all (he Gods, Cjbele. Unlike our 
nuKtsl mothers, she was displeased if you noticed 
her children ; indeed, she disowned them. Her 
dignity, her gravity,' lier high antiquity, induced 
the Datives of the islands, and afterward the other 
Greeks, to place their little Gods under her pro- 
tectioB, and to cat) her th^ mother. Jupller 
had hU Ida, but not the PhryKiui ; and Pallas 
was worshipped in her citadels, but not above the 
•treatos of Simois and Scamander. Our holy 
religion has not yet found its way far beyond lu ; 
like the myrtle and olive, it loves the sea-air, and 
flourishes but upon few mountaim in the interior. 
The Cabiri* still hold Samothrace ; and «a may 
otmoat heat the cries of hnman victima in the 

" If there were any true hiatoiy of the times we 
ate ezploriag, perhapa we might £nd in it that 
mBBy eicoTsions, combined and simultaneon*, 
had utterly failed ; and that the disaaters of many 

ft \ii tJ^ ' coutqneiue/l 



wen unknown In Atheni nIiiKKt op to the time c4 Periclw, 
if tfao BtDTy of tbe bcrjfioa performdd bdim the Penian 
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diieb engaged in them were partly cMicealed 
from the oations they governed by the lacied 
veil of poetry. Of those who are reputed to have 
■ailed againat Troy, none returned prosperous, 
none with the men he had led out ; most were 
forbidden to land ^ain upon their native shores, 
and aome who attempted it were skin. Such is 
usually the fate of the unsuccessful. It is more 
probable that the second great naval expedition 
of the Greeks went out to avenge the disasters of 
the first, the AigOQHUtic ; and the result wat 
nearly the same. Of the Argonauts few returned. 
Sparta lost her Castor and Pollnx ; Thessaly her 
JasoD ; and I am more disposed to believe that 
the head of Orpheus rolled down the Phagis than 
down the Hebrus. 

"The poets gave successes which the Gods 
denied. But these things concern us little ; the 
poet is what we seek. Needless is it to remark 
that the ILiad is a work of much reflection and 
various knowledge ; the Odyssea is the marvellous 
result of a yiyid and wild imagination. Aspasia 
prefers it. Homer, in nearly the thirty years 
which I conceive to have intervened between the 
fanciful work and the graver, had totally lost his 
pleasantries. Polyphemus could amuse him no 
longer ; Circe lighted up in vain her fires of 
cedar-wood ; Calypso had lost her charms ; her 
maidens were mute around her; the Lesbrigons 
lay asleep ; the Syrens sang, 

'* Come hilheTf O puser by I come hither, 
O iloij tl the Aohaiaus 
and the smooth waves quivered with the sound, 
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but the harp of the old mao had no chord that 
vibrated. 

" Id the Od^Mea he invokes the Muss ; id the 
Iliad he invokes heraa a Goddess be had invoked 
betore. He begins the Odyssea as the tale of a 
bmily, to which he would listen sa she rehearsed 
it ; the Iliad as a song of warrion uid divioities, 
wonhy of the Goddess herself to nog before the 

" Demonstrate that metaphors are discoverable, 
drawn from things believed to have been unin~ 
vented in the Homeric age ; what does it prove ? 
merely that Homer, who lived among the islands, 
and among those who bod travelled into all the 
known regions of the world, had collected more 
knowledge than the shepherds and boar-hunters 
on the continent. 

" Demonstrate that some books in the com- 
pilation retain slight tiaces of > language not 
exactly the same as the others. What then ? 
Might tbey not have been composed while he 
visited countries in which that dialect was indi- 
gsnous f or might tbey not have been found there 
at the first collection of the songa, having under- 
gone some modification from the singers, adapted 
to the usages and phraseology of the people t 

" Who doubt* that what was illegible or obscure 
in the time of Lycurgus,* was rendered clearer by 

[1 'Thers<in Asia) •I»lH(L]rcarga>)pnili(iiblyiust with 
HDmer'i poena whlcb wctb prsserred bj Ok poilcritT at 
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the leuned Spartan f That some Cretan words, 
Dot the Doria.a of Sparta, had crept io ; that 
others were substituted ; that Solon/ PisistratDS, 
and Hippaichus, had also to correct a few of these 
corrections, and many things more ? Thej found 
a Mriei of songfi ; never was there a series of aucb 
length without an overiig'ht Or gap, 

"Shalt the talpinM be sounded In my ear? 
Homer may have introduced it byway of allmion 
in one poem, not wanting it in the other. The 
Grecians of his time nsrer used it in battle \ 
eastern nationi did ; and perhaps had he known 
the Pbry^ians better, its btaats would have Mvnded 
on the plains of Troy. He wonld have discovered 
that trumpets had been used amoog them for 
many ages. We possess no knowledge of any 
nation who cultivated the science of mnsic so 
early, or employed so great a variety of wind 
instniments.uulessit be tbeSidonian. Little did 
he know of Phrygia, and as little do we know of 
him. His beautiful creation lies displayed befwe 

home wllh him. Fat his gloriona poHIy wm nol y« toHj 
known in Gni»»''—Lan^ur»^» Fbitarch, Lyatrgia. The 
aUanaa to C»u ii tbn iwuit of a miniailgntHKliBf cf i1b 

[I Solan is lald lo tun: csmialled Ihe ledtera of the 



mMnj other proofi erf hit wSsdoid, vu the fiinl to ferinf 
M al tlM PwUtKniia, u ii douc to 
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us ; the creator is bidden in his own splendour. 
I can more easily believe that his hand con- 
structed the wholo, than that twenty men could 
be found, at nearly the same time, each of genius 
sufficient for the twentieth part ; because in many 
centuries there aro-u not a single oue capable of 
such a production as that portion. 

"Archilo^us and Simonides are excellent only 
in their shorter poems ; they could not have 
whistled so well throughout a long march. Diffi- 
culties are to be orercoms on both sides. VV« 
have no {^mmariaos worthy of the appellation ; 
none in any district of Greece hath studied Chq 
origin and etymology of his language. We sing 
like the birds, equally ignorant whence our voice 
ariaei. What ia worse, we are fonder of theories 
than of tiutli, and believe that we have not room 
eaoi^b to build up anything, until we subvert 
what we find before us. Be It so ; but let it be 
only what is obnoiious, what opposes our reason, 
what disturbs our tranquillity of mind ; not vhat 
shows us the extent of the one, the potency of the 
other, and, consoling us for being mortal, assures 
us that our structures may be as durable as those 
of the Gods themselves. The name of Homer 
will be venerated as \oag as the holiest of theirs ; 
I dare sot say longer; I dare not say by wiser 
men. I hope I am guilty of no impiety ; I should 
aggravate it by lowering Homer, the loftiest of 
their workt." 
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E are losing, day by day, one friend or 
other. Artemidora of Epheaus wi* 
betrothed to Elpecor, and thdr nop- 
tiab, it was believed, were at bud. 
How gladly would Artemidora have survived 
ElpcDor. I pitied her almost as much as if she 
had. I must ever love true lovers on the eve of 
separation. These indeed were little known to 
me until a short time before. We became friends 
when our fates had made us relatives. On theK 
occasions there are always many verses, but not 
always so true in feeling and in bet as those 
which I shall now transcribe for you : 



While thou art IrW i^^t sltnif tlu oaddi. 



Rdroblof thades will vaft (bjr weariiiess 
Any, Bud vaioa like thine awn •»!« ii[(h 
SoUcHlDt, DW Yiinly, Ihr oinhnus.' 
ArtBrnidm sigh'd, and wcwld h&ic picu'd 
The hand now jnuiimhen, hot was too mak. 
Fua'i> sbean vsiB am her diik hab nngsBO 
[iNolin,«rf,] 

[• In the rermioe of thi; poem publiilicd In the Hslkoics, 
1S4&. this lioe nadi, "Irlfl alood oyer her daik luir onaeen." 
CC. Virg/I, JBcea, iv. 693, eic la the lepiint ths lul lh« 
lEnei of the poem niv loinltleci — to mj mind a Botcvorthf 
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Whilo Ibgi ElFMir )|Bki : Ha look'd lato 
t.jim Ihu lad ginn Uglit ud Ma smiliUg 
Ta thoK nboTg tbeD, thou dot dim with tear 
And ntchfu1neH> A^iin he spake of Joj 
Etanal. At thumid. tbatfadword,}!))'. 
PUlfafBl wd fwd hv bDMB heaVd Mca mon, 
Hot lud lallbaili one Hb, OH [ood desp wi 
Sit«ird Ibrovgh tbe dvkea'd cbaiabeT ; 'twas i 
With hn thu old boat uuwmpiiUe, 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE, 

ega^RISTOPHANES often dines with ui ; 
EHpKl uererthcless he ii secretlj ui enemy 
uRg^S of Pericles, and, feariDg to ofFcnd him 
I™™*** perwnall;, is »tirical on most of our 
friends. Meton, whose chaiacCer you know alreadj, 
great in aatraaaatj, great in geometrj, great in 
■Tcbilccture, was cooiulicd by Periclw on beauti- 
fying the streets of the city, which are close and 
(aooked. No sooner had Aristophanes heard this, 
than he began to compose a comedy, entitled Tlu 
Birds} He has here represented our quiet con- 
ampUtiTe Meton, with a mle and compasi in bis 



Fint roa most andaitand that th« atmofpben 

Is fmnad in a marmcT fltosotlia pullr 

In tba buUiiD U ihunxB at a funDCl. 

t Uts lliii cbeulu are wfth thii nurrobk arm. 
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hands, utteiii^; the matt hidicroai afaaarditte*. 
MetoD is a plain, uaassumii^, inoCFensiTe man, 
and never ipeaki locoDsiderately. The character 
is clumsilj drawn ; but that bult was easilj cof- 
rected, bj representing poor MetoD under the 
chastisement of the cudgeL There is so mnch 
wit in thia, I doubt whether any audience can 
resist ic There is magic in eveiy stroke, aed 
what was amiss is mended and made whole again 
ere the liammer tills. How easy a way of settinj; 
all things to rights, with only one dissentient 

Id the same Comedy is ridiculed the project of 
Pericles, on aconfonnii; of ive^hts andmeaiiires 
in Attica and her dependencies. More wit J 
another beating 1 

When Aristophanes made us the next vint, 
Fericlei, after greeting him with much good- 
nature, and after various conversations with him 
seemed suddenly to recollect something, and, with 
mora familiarity than usual, took him gently t^ 
the elbow, led him a little aside, and laid with a 
smile, and in a low voice, 

" My dear friend Aristophanes I I find you are 
by no means willing to receive the same measure 
as jrou give ; but remember, the people have 
ordered the adjustment, the surest presemtiTe 

And ■> br stuftiiic it ramid tUI it ooiaiildB 

At t^ angle — fod undBTStaod me ? 

PnantrruBuc— Not In ibe laut I 

Mimt.— I obtain a true divlttoD vilb tin qgadnluFe 

OF Its eqnikteml circle. HSM I tnu 

Your muket plus,- etc 

—Frtrii AriU^hantt, Tki Birdt, L is».l 
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Bgainat fraud, particularlj that by wbich the 
poorer are mostly the aufferers. Take care they 
do not impeach joa, knowing ai yon do how 
inefficient is my protectioo. It is chiefly on such 
an occasion I should be sorry to be in a minority." 

Ariatofduuies blushed and looked slumed. 
Pericles took him by the hand, whispering in hii 
ear, "Do not let us enter into a conapiracy 
against Equity, by attacking the aniformity a( 
weights and measures ; nor against Comedy, by 
giving the nugistrates a pretest to forbid its 
representation." 

Aristophanes turned toward Pantarcei, who 
stood nearbim, and said, 

" I can write a comedy as well as most ; 
Pericles can act one better than any." 

Aristophanes, in my opinion, nt^t have easily 
been the first lyric poet now living, except 
Sophocles and Euripides ; he chose rather to be 
the tnttcrest satirist. How many, adorned with 
all the rarities of intellect, have stumbled on 
the entrance into life, and have made a wrong 
choice on the very thing which was to determine 
their courao for ever I This is among the 
reasons, and perhaps is the principal one, why 
the wite and the happy are two distinct classes 
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I HAD reared before Ariatopha.nes went 
home. On my return, it was evident 
that some one present had inveighed 
againat the poet's eSroatcrj, for I 
a catch thtsc words of Pericles. 
" Why should 1 be angry with the writers of 
comedy p Is it because they Mil m« of the 
faults I find in myself 1 Surely not ; for he who 
finds them in himself may be quite certain that 
others have found them in him long before, 
and have shown much forbearance in the delay. 

" Is it because I am told of those I have not 
discovered in me ? Foolish indeed were this. 1 
am to be angry, it seems, because a man fore- 
wams me ^lat 1 have enemies in my chamber ^O 
will stab me when they find me asleep and because 
he helps me to catch theu and disarm them. 

" But it is such an indignity to be ridiculed ! T 
incutred a greater when I threw myself into the 
way of ridicule : a greater still should I suffer if 
I tried whether it could be remedied by resent- 

Ridicule often parries resentment, but resent- 
ment never jet parried ridicule. 
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ASPA!>IA TO HERODOTUS. 
^g^gERODOTUSt if there ii aay one 
^■H^H} who admires jour writings more than 

BS^aHISSi Attica will ever make me prefer the 
dialect to ours ; no writer will charm m; ear u 
jou have done ; and yet you caDDOt bring me Co 
believe that the sun' is driven out othla course by 
■tonns ; nor any of the consequences you deduce 
from !l, occasioning the overflow of the Nile. The 
opinion you consider as unfounded, namely, that 
it arises from the melting of the inows, and from 
the periodical rains on the mountains of Ethiopia, 
is however that of Pericles and Anaiagoras, who 
attribute it also to Thales, in their estimation 
the soundest and shrewdest of philosophers. 
They appear to bave very strange notions about 
the sun, about his magnitude, hii position, and 
distance ; and I doubt whether you could per- 
suade them that the three stoutest winds are able 

P " I vilt thenfon eiplifo iriui T think to be tlie num 
of lbs NUb'i isclUng in lbs mmina montbi. During Ibe 
vmtar tbe (OH ii diina oul cf ble uul conm by tbe ilornu, 
and THDons lo lbs uppei part o( Libyi. Tbil i> the irbole 
•ecret id tha le«ect pouible words, for i1 Btanda (a rcuon 
th»1 Ifae cotmlry ID irbitjilbo Hnn-god approacbei the neatuE, 
ud vbidi be pueu mint directly over, will be scutnB d( 
water, and that Ibcn tbc iimnis wbkb feed Ibe rlTcn vUl 
ihriak lbs iiHiM."-^iunti'iHM > Htni^mt, U. ».] 



...Ccgic 



Ml PEXICLBS ASD ASPASIA. 

to move him one furlong. I am a great doubter, 
you >ee ; but tbey, I do aaaure you, ire ^eater. 
Pericles isof opiniou that natural philosophy has 
made but little progress \ and yet that many more 
discoveijei have burst open before the strenuous 
inquirer than have been manifested to the world ; 
that some have been suppressed by a fear of tbe 
public, and some by a contempt for it. 

" In the iutellectual," said he, " as in the phj- 
aicsl, men giasp you firmly aud tenaciously by the 
hand, creeping close at your side, step for step, 
irtiile you lead them into darkness ; but when yon 
conduct them into suddca light, they start and 
quit you." 

O Herodotus I may your life and departure be 
happy I But how cao it be ttipected I No other 
deities have erer received sudi hoaours as you 
have conferred upon the Muses' \ and alai, how 
inefficient are thej to renard or proUct tbeit 

[1 "Tbe great Olrmpiin gioKS nere thsn pAat on, ud 



dccirvi, and ■Aeinf a lull Bueinbtf of Ihe gnUMt men «id« 
li^ther from all pHt«, going iolo tbo penico of the temple 
of Ofympian Zeua, proclHimed fiinuelf not a tpectalar, but 
one who DOnld conlend in the gunes, and bf redtlnf hii 
historr 90 cbanned Ih* byfttanders Hea they gave to aaeh 
of Ihe aiw liooke of his history tbo name of lae ol tbe 
nioe Musea." — Lmian, Herodoita, J.] 
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CLEOHE TO ASPASIA. 

gSg^SHE tragedy of Phryoicus, on lie devas- 
3^^K|^ Ution of our city by the Peisians, will 
^^I^^ outlast all the cities now Sourishing' 
KSsBBso ^h cajth,' Heavy waa the mulct to 
which tbe poet was condemned by the Athenians 
for tbe tea.[s he drew from them in the theatre. 

Is it not remarkable that we have never found 
any Milesian poem on the same subject i Surely 
there must have been several. Within how abort 
a period have they perished I Lately, in seaJcbing 
the houses of such inhabitants as were suspected 
of partiality to the interestu of Lacedzmon, these 
verses were discovered. Tbey bear the sigiDature 
of Aiiliiia, daughitr of Char^mus and Attyagt. i 
We have often heard her story. Often have 
we sat upon the mound of ruing under which she 
lies buried : often have we plucked from it tbe 
white cyclamen, sweetest oF all sweet odours, and 
played with its stiff reverted littie horns, pouring 
forUi a parsimonious fragrance, won only when we 
applied to them tenderly and closely. 

Whether poor Aletheia gave for life more than 
life's value, it were worse than curiosity to inquire. 
■ Thii mffEdri iriiich pmdnttd a dhh powerful effect 
thui U17 other on mnrd, luA fftiled howflTCr id fulfil the 
prophecy of Cleooe •- the Ode of Aletlicia, 00 which the 
placcfl la small a YsluD, Ive oDlliTOit it. 
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She loved her deliTerer ; and, at the InitigalioD 
of laaay lesi gentle, ihe im slain for loving him, 
Whei the city m* agua in poBsessioD of tlie 
citiiens, she was stoned to deuCh for favouring 
the invader ; and her mother nuhed fomard and 
itiared it. These are things you know ; her 
poem, her only one extant, you do not. You 
-wilt find in it little of poetry, but much of nhat 
is better and rarer, true affection. 



Tbnoitb ! when an tfaou t 
Tta flvncB ncTB pontioi ifter at. tb«ir dam 

Had pierDsd la many hearts 
B«foR the Goda, who heaid ncx- pnTO nor vtrw ; 

Templet httd nmli to eanh, and Mher imoka 

O'erriimaltanbrcke 

Than eorled from myrTb and card, 

When like ■ God •uaoag 

Arm'd heat and nnarm'd thnnE 
Tboe 1 ducern'd, Iraptored. and caoghl eoe brief Ee^mrd. 

TboapuaMt: fron thy rids 
Sodden two bovmen ride 
And burry loe aimy. - 
Than and all hope weit pme . ■ 
They looe'd mg . ud alone 
In a eloaed lenl mid gory uma I lay. 

How did my tean then bom 
When, drEading (by ntsni, 
Behold Ihee reappear 1 
Nor helm nor iword odt apear . . . 

In Tiokt (old-lKm'd yen 
TbDB cuKsi (onb . . tooaoonl 
Fallen al thy leel. elaipl lo Ihy Iseait, 
1 ftrufglo, »bf md emoa. 
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" O und in u my bimUi I . . bldbetDOne^ 



Thm, ud Ihea anlr, wbm It tore 

My bait ID hide myjua; 
And gmilT did thj om Imd o'r 
The abject bead w-doam'd to din diifraoe 
Ionian iru thy tongue, 
And vben Ibon badest me to rain 
Tbat bead, not foai la aaght thy ^zb, 
I dand look np , , bat dajed not loag, 
"'WbJI, maJdeo, mit [ If done aic here 
Beatibf a cbaxm ta charm a tear, 
Tbcre may (who knoM I) be found at bit 
Some loliuB lot tbe lontrw past." 

Uy motbet. etc tbe aaands bad leas'd. 
Bunt in, and drew me down : 

Met joj o'erpowered ns both, he> bnait 
Corned loit ftieoda and min'd ttnvn. 



Tbal batb earcet'd too fat. 
b bli plniona . . " Come, Phnonei co 
To tby fond frteodi at home I " 

beckoni Love . . Away then, wisJvfi v 
O may thy mother be aa blest 
As one whose eyes will «ink to test 
Bleuiag tbee lot her tescned child I 
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te be Isppter (Oih I Isb) thu ihe 1 



ASTASIA TO CLEOME. 

PERHAPS I like th« Ode of Alethm 
more tiian you do, because yon sent It 
mi: ; and ;oa pcrtiaps would tuve 
liked it more than I, had I aent it 
you. Tbere are writings which mutt lie long 
upon the straw before thej mellow to the taite ; 
and then aie lummer fruila that cannot abide the 
keepii^ 

My heart iHure* ne that AUtheia, had *ha 
lived, mi^t have excelled in poetry ; and the lost 
of a lover is a help to ix. We must deter our 
attempta to »«certain her lUtioQ in the world of 
poetry': for we never tee tbe juw dimensions of 
what is close before our eyes. Faults are best 
discovered near, and beauties at some distance. 

Aletheia, who found b*oiir with Cleone, it 
surel/not unworthy to take her seat in the library 
of Pericles. 

I will look for a cyclamen to place within tbe 
scroll : I must End it and gather it, and place It 
there myseU, Sweet hapless Aletheia I 
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XCh 

ASPASIA TO CLEONB. 
jggj^ jj^J OTHING ii pleuBat«r to me than ex- 
^M^^ plorlng in a Ubraij. What & deliglil 
ffl^ llBa in being' a discOTerer I Amoi^ a loeM 
OmsSSI accumulation of poetry, the greattr 
part aeesaively had, the T uaea I am about to 
transcribe are perhaps the least so. 



Cowori before ihaadet-boanag trovrv, 
Ardali* I n will pU« Urn beie, 

»nU (w tnMbla fall mn. 
YThat indoiu atH will j-mi inpnB 
To nlify fall happing ( 
Thu nw ihio' whieh yoa hnuhs I— Come, brine ibat me. 



xcn. 

ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

g NOWING how desiroue I have alw»y* 

been to leam the bistoiy of Athens for 

these lut fifty yean, and chiefly that 

part of it in which my Peride* bai 

3 largely ; and to rewaid my forbear- 

Uioing boa every doae and iofiHn: 



...Ccgic 



141 POUCLSS AND dSPASlA. 

Dat« inquiry, he placed « scrap of paper in my 

liand* thU morning. 

" Read lliM," nid ho. 

It wsi no eaiy matter: few wnteiicea would 
have been I^ible without my interpreter ; indeed 
there were not many uaerated. 

" Thii tpeech," replied be, "occupied me one 
whole Dight, and somewhat of the next morning : 
I had >o very much nal to lay." 

Aware that tbc party of Cimon wotdd intereit 
the people in hia behalf, so that a leader &om 
among' hii relatives or friend* might be proposed 
and brought forvard, Pericles was resolved to anti- 
cipate these eiertloni. See hit few words. 

'■ We have lost, O Athenians 1 not a town, nor 
a battle ; these you would soon regaio ; but we 
have lost a great man, a true lover of hil country, 
Cimon, son of Miltiades. 

" I well remember the gtief you manifested at 
the necessity of removing him, for a time, from 
among the insidious men who would have worked 
upon his generous temper, ductile as gold. Never 
could 1 have believed I had sufBcient interest 
with some I see before me, firm almost unto 
hardness, whose patriotism nod probity had been 
the most alarmed ; but they listened to me with 
patience, and revoked the sentence of banishment. 
Cimon returned from Sparta, tooli the command 
of your armies, vanquished the Persians, and im- 
posed on them such CMiditions as will humble their 
pride for ever. 

" Our bthers were ungenerous to his : we will, 
as becomes us, pay their debts, and remove the 
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diut from their mamory, Miltkdes wm always 
great, and oniy once unauccessfol ;' Cimon wa> 
greater, and nsTcr unfonaiute, bat in the tempo- 
TBiy privatioo of your affcctiaiia. Hiitory offera 
lu no example cS to contununato a commander. 

" I propose that a itatne be erected to Cimon, 
■on of Miltiadei, Tanqnither of the Pertiana." 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

fttjjMglHERE are secrets which not ereo love 
Kj^HoM should try to penetrate. I am afraid 
HaMtiKH of knowing who caused the banish- 
tiiMI!'ji»i ment of Cimon :* certainty he wa» 
impeached by P«ric1et, who nevertheless prused 
him highly whenever his name was mentioned. 
He hat allowed me to transcribe his speech after 
the lentence of the jndget, and with it hit letter 

TO THE ATHENIANS, 

On tht Baaiikmtml of Cimeit. 

In yonr wiidom, O Atheniant, you have 

■ [At foe gfege of Puna. For tbs diictedhable itiiry tn 

Havdalu, tI. 131.] 

S [" Periclei likswbg swuBd amoB to be kaiilihod b; the 

and tuvtoiie had no npvloT, irbri had gaioed very glationi 
Tktoriea over the bubukiu, and £Ued th« dtj vitb moncj 
and GPtbcT ipoila, aa *e ba<r« stated." 
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decrMd that CinuM, son of Miltudu, b« enM 
Itam OUT city. 

Wlntem hm; luTe been the errors or tLt 
crimes of Cimon, much of them should, in jnsttM 
to yourwlvea, and in hunuitity to the prosecuted, 
be *8cribed to the pervenitj of that factitm, whidi 
never ceases or relaxes in its attempt* to tfanail 
yoai detenninations, and to depiive 3'ou of 
authority at home, of respect in the sight of 

But I adjure yon to remember the servicei 
both of Cimon and of Miltiades; and to afford 
the banished man no reason or plea to call in 
question your liberality. Permit tlie rents of hit 
nuuiy tunat in Attica to be carried to bim In 
Sparta ; and let it never be sud that a citiMn of 
Athens was obliged to the most illiberal and . 
penurious of people for a sualeuance. Not indeed 
that there is any danger of Spaita entenaininf 
him too honourably. She may pay for servicet ; 
but rather for those which are to be performed, 
than for those which have been ; and to the man 
rather who may do her harm, than to Um who 

Let US hope that, at toms (ntnre day, Cimon 
may be aware of his mistake, and regard with 
more veneration the image of hii &tbcr, than 
the throne of his &ither's enemy. 
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LETTER OF FEBICLES TO CDION. 
^^graHERE are few dtres, O Chnoi), thai 
^^V^W have nen for thrirhifaaUtuita. Wlut- 
^^im^ ever b cmt of Greece, and not Grecian, 
roflSSSS ia nearer the animal world tlraa the 
intellectual: aomeeren in Greece are butmidwty. 
Leave them behind y mi ; retDrn to jronr conntry, 
and cmtqnei her assaitanta. Whiriemae ii the 
wisdom that we have gathered from miifoitone,' 
and aweet the repose that dwells opon tcdowo. 



XCV.» 
JISFASIA. TO (XEONE. 

pSSEfEfJE RALLY we are tittle apt to eia^ 
fejEiSBK gerate merit. In our maiadiea of the 
^KS^R mind the cold fit usually is longer and 

dreaiua aie rarel; of water in the desert. We 
must have been among the departed before we 
experience this sensation. In our road throng 

[I Nm ia TtC (rf, «hn tbii lator endi "and bnuti- 
M Ihi Ufa t^ !• th« pailst)^ c^ immoiuUtT." MuiT <* 
Landv'i altentioiu, ijke this oiVt Kem Ui be Intended to 
exclude ill impiciaa of pnt-duiial feeling.] 
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life, we may happen to meet with a roan casting a 
■tone reverentially to enlar^ the caim of another, 
which stone he had earned in hit bosom to sUng 
against that Tety other's head. Seriously, my 
Cle<me, I aot inclined to think that even in these 
dazk days (as they are called) of literature we may 
occasioDally catch a glimpse of poetry. We should 
be laughed at if we ventured to compare the living 
with the dead, who always are preferable, but 
there are chonues in Sophocles and Euripides as 
palhelical as those tender wards of Sappho in her 
invocation to Hesperos : " Thou hringcst the wiae, 
thou bringest the kid, thou bringest the maiden 
to her mother," Certainly these words are very 
unsophistical, and they who have seen otheta weep 
aX them, weep also. But pirdon me i^ looking 
attentively, you find oo letter in the sentence 
obliterated by a tear of mine. Sometimes I fancy 
that the ^ility and pUancy of our laogtu^ is the 
reason why many of the mott applauded verses 
are written with more intenseness of feeling and 
leM expenditure of thought What is gntceful 
mutt be easy ; but many thbgs are veiy easy 
which are not very graceful. There is a great 
deal even of Attic poetry in which a slight cover- 
ing of wax is drawn over a bundle of the com- 
monest tow and tatter* : we must not bring it 
too near the lamp. Bat it is something to abstain 
from an indulgence in gronoess, prolixity, and 
exaggeration, which are never the signs of fertility, 
but frequently the reverse. This abstinence is 
truly Attic, but Attic not excluuvely : for Pindar 
has given manifold examplei of it, and it heavy 
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and tediout, then, ool; when he wipes •way the 
foam off his Ut with oM ttoriei and dry genealo- 
gies. 

SPEECH OF PERICLES. 
Oh Uu DifatioH of Enkca md Mipwa. 

Eubcea ha^ rejected our authoiity and alliance, 
Megara our tiendship. Under what pretext ? 
That we have eiaplojedin the decoration of our 
ci^ the sums of money thej stipulated to con~ 
tribute annually ; a subsidy to resist the Fersiang. 

with Peisia, when she no longer has the power to 
molest us ? when peace' has been sworn and pro- 
claimed ? Do we violate the compact with our con- 
federates 7 No ; men of Athens ! our Beets are 
in harbour, every ship in good condition ; onr 
arsenals are well-stored ; ind we are as prompt 
and as able now to repel aggression as we ever 

Are our dues then to be withholden from ns, 
because we have anticipated our engagements'? 
because our navy and our anny are in readiness 
before they are wanted ? because, while our un- 
grateful allies were plotting onr ruin, we were 
' watching over their inleiieits and proridii^ for 
t' "TbMocmtiCCtmeD'sTiouateliDfaBBUHitlKklBc 
ol P«*te ifM he ouDo into (hu bmon peue, lAiii limiletl 

and t>r whldi bs eimsd Ihu bdbb ti hk gsUors a tita 
lUjH of VII ilunld snr eom viihin tha Ctubu and 
GhelidiiBlui l*bu>d>.~— ZoiwWiw'f fimtank, OinwJ 
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tbeir tecmity? Stmto, Hke prints mea, an 
■abject to the diatemper of fa^ratitude, entii^ 
from their memoiy the impreasion of past benefitt: 
but it appem to be peculiar to tbe Meg^ain 
to recompense tbem with hatied utd animoutj. 
Not odIj have we protccteil ihcm from aggression, 
by tnitlding for them the Tery walls' from which 
they now defy us ; but, when Mardonius sent 
tgainst them, at Mount CithEeroD,* the whole 
force of the Median cavahy, under the coKUoaad 
of Ma^cstiut, and when they called aloud to 
every near battalion of the Grecian army, and 
when Paussnias in vain repeated the exhortation, 
three hundred Athenians, led by Olympiodomi 
son of Lampon, threw themselves forward from 
Eiythrae, and, after losing many brave comrades, 
rescued from imminent death the fathers of those 
degenerate men who are now in tbe vanguard of 
conspirators against us. Ingratitude may I>e left 
to the chastisement of the Gods, tiut the sword 
must consolidate broken treaties. No state can 
be respected if fragment after fragment maybe 
detached from it with impunity, if traiton arc 

[I •> The H«fEuiuu Ihnettm, qDlnlDf Ibe •niiince of llia 

Ihs Corfntblans wen pnsniw luinl upon thaic ImUaa. 
AccoidinElT, As Alheniaiu pW gurniiiu into Hegan and 
Pete, ud tnllt for lbs HsgaiiaDi the long nlli be lmu 



[* TMifBoIcl9n,iriiicbt«dcp1iHEduir(l7te((nihetatdt 
of Plms, la iilMnd b; Hamdonn tx. ig. Mttatkd ia 
dsmllr oanad MakMtiis or MasBthB. ttw WWi bnbif Ai 
GneksftfOivO 
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ptnutttd to ddade ud dueompoM llM eco- 
tmUd, ud to ledace the ^[iKnaiit tnu tkeir 
aUegiuiM ; if loymLty !■ {sodumcd a weskDcia, 
MditicKi a dnty, contfHrv^ wiadam, and rebeUion 
IwKiiMn. It ii a crime tbeo fin' lu to embelliik 
our city I it i* a nproadi ta «iilug« and fortify 
our harboml In vun Inye we repreaent«d to 
the cUmoroua and re&actoiy, that their annual 
contiibvtioin we {■rtly due to ui for put exer- 
tiODi, and partly the price of onr protcctioD at 
thii tine, and in fntore ; and not ^aintt Penia 
oaly, but agaiut pdntei. Onr eoemiea have 
panoaded them that rebelUon and war are better 
thioK*- ■ ■ • ourcoetaiea, who wen lately tlielts, 
and wlw by thii perfidioia initigatun are about 
to become m more crnellr than emr. Am 
Athenian* ■Tuidom P arc Atheniaiii opprearire ? 
Even the ilaTea in onr d^ have eaiier accei* 
to the eomfbrtg and dclighti of life than the 
dtHKH of almoat any other. Until of laie the 
Megariani were proud of oar coDBanguini^,* and 
refused to be called the dCKxndanU of Apollo, 
in kopee to be acknowledged aa the children of 
PutdioD. Although in later times they became 
the alliei of Sparta, they cannot btit remember 
that we have always been their friends ; often 
their deliverer* ; and it is only for their dishonesty 
[' Accordinc to ^djuiIm, tlia Megariuift Donnected the 
Drigin aFiheir atj with PaodloB, idu wu *l»kiDg of Alheni. 
Than -vid, howrrer, uujther timdltion reluing that liIcEBra 
derived hi lume riDin MeEunt, the ion of Posvklan, who 
was UUed during the meceuful Ktlad en the ciij in*de by 
HiiifB,Uii(dtCiclB. After it! dettnctkHi the dtTWU nid 
la h»e be«B nbailt by Apollo.] 
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aod perfidy that «« now are reiolTed at last to 
prohibit tb«m from the advantage* oE our ports. 
Spvla sod Coiinth have inatigated them ; Co- 
rinth, whole pride and injiutice hsTe driven* 
CoF^ra, with her flecti, to leek deliTennce in 
the FineuB. What have we to fear &om wo 
•trange a union as that of Corinth and Sputa 7 
Are any two natioDa ao unlike P ao little fanned 
Cor mutual auccoor or for mutual etteem i 
Hitherto we have shared both our wealth and 
our dangers with Euboea. At the condunoa of 
a aucceuful war, at the signature of a most 
honouisble and advantageous peace, we are 
derided and reproached. What it it they dis- 
cover to despise in us ? I will tell jou what it 
i*. It is the rimid step of blind men : this 
they saw in na while they were tampering with 
Sparta. Not ashamed of their aeduction, they 
DOW walk hand in hand, with open front, and 
eaU othcrt to join in their infamy. They have 
renonnced our amiij, they have spained our 
expostulations, they have torn our treaties, and 
they have defied our arma. At the peri) of being 
called a bad dtieen, I lament your blindneai, O 
M^sra and Eubcea I 

['/Ji*f,"eHdted.T 
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^SSjSfii ^^^^i uoong the few Tccords in my 
^^Ip^ haadi, that Perklea ivent in penoD, 
j^^Rra And conquered the EdchUsi Megara 
dSKSs tnd the re&actoiy Eubcea.' BeEore he 
uilecl to attack the iiknd, he warned the Athen- 
uus agsinit an incoiuiderate parsiinoaf , which 
tiniallj tennioktes in fruitleu expeaditure. He 
told them plainly that Eubcea was capable of a 
protracted and obstinate resiBtaDce ; and he ad- 
monished Ihem that, whatever reverwi the arms 
of Athens might experience, thej should continue 
the war, and considerthe dominion of the island a 
thing necessary to their existence as a nation ; 
that whoever should deviM ot counsel the separa- 
tion of Euboea from Athens, be decUred guilty of 
treason, and punished with death. 

" If Thebes, in a future war," said he, " should 
take possession of this productive couotiy, and 
shut up, as she easily might, the passage of the 
Huripus, she would gain an ascendancy over us, 

P Hh amqiwt U Httv* m oM uii plus, ihoiiih the 
Atbenluu nuined paucuim of Num, ths pun of ihu 
tdwn. PbHcIw imd ihe AthCTiwn irtn likely lobesntigui 
at (hli puticulH tTmo ; for (ha reconqoBst tif Eubiea took 
plue nal long afUT Ihe diBKioDs butle at Coroneii, when 
in Albenian army nndsr Tplmldn had been cnihed by Ihe 
BoDIkiu. The lenlt of lUs defcM ni the Ion of nil the 
empire Uk AthcnlMi poueoed span the auinlHuLl 
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from whidi we never caold recorer. Lottet, 
defaU, inadequate ni^lies, tnaj tempt her ; ibe 
would alwrnyi hare Sparta for an ally od inch on 
oceauoQ. Indeed, it is wiuiderfiil that the Bceo- 
tiani, aa tovn a nee of men m sb; in Greece, 
and Mtroager in body,' should not have been her 
mutera. Peibapt it U the (ertililj of her own 
territoty Dml kept her content with her pneiBe 
Ana, and indiapooed the coItiTaton of *o rkli * 
loU from en t erpriae and hazard. Eubcea. is no 
len fertile than Boeo^ from iriiich die i« aepk- 
Tsted by the diitance of a itooe'i throw. Give me 
fifty galleys, and five thotmnd men, and Euboea 
■hall fall ere Sparta can come to her aialttance." 



xcvn 

ASFASU TO CLEONK. 
KSjOKjERPETUAL as have been the wara of 
^1^^ ^ Attica, sbe is overpeopled.' A colony 
fcJSft fil hoisted aail for the Chersonese ; an- 
"'"" other to repeople the ruined walls of 
Sybarit, Happy the bimilies whose b.t]ien give 
them land* to cultivate, instead of keejnng them 
in idlenes* at borne ; such are the fbnnders of 

[> lit. aj, " in tlu tudf .-] 

[1 " Hg Ukswiie aeni ■ colmf ti a iboosuid men id the 
Cberuiwia, Gn hondifld u> N&xoi, two hiuiUred uid tllj to 
AAdro^ ODE thonuuid to the coimDy of tbcBiullB is Thrice 
ud aOmt li>ta lulj irbo sntilei] in S^baili and dws^il in 
nuu to Thuiii-'— lAKfilu'nK't Plultrci, Fm'clti^ 
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colonies. Tba Uogiage of thh dty is apoken in 
Italy, in Sidly,in Asia, ia Africa, and ctcb on d)« 

coaat of Gaul, among the yelptn;^ and jells of 
Kimben and Sicambers. 

Surely the more beneficent of the Gods muit 
look down wilii delight on these fruit-trees planted 
' in tfae forest May the healthfuUest dews of heaven 
descend on them 1 

We art now busied in the PropyUea' ; they, 
although unfinished, arc truly magnificent. Which 
will remain the longest, the traces of the vails oi 
o( the colonies ? Of the (uture ire know nothing, 
of the paat little, of the present less ; the miiror 
istoodoseioour eyes, aad oar own breath dims it. 



XCVIII. 

CLEOKE TO A5PASIA. 

pirarrQ HAVE only time to send jnu a lew 
^MEjjg perfumea'and a few verses. These 
fcft^^S I tnuucribe ont of a little volume 
iSShSw of Erinna ;* the perfumes cuae to ma ~ 
from Syria. 

Bkued be the man whoM beneficent provi- 
dcnca gave the Bowen another Uf«l We seem to 
letaiD tbeir love when tlieir beau^ ha* deputed. 

[< "TlKDiitidifeofdieciudelirutiiialiediii nineyeuibr 
Miwsidka.ihetnliitHL*— ImflfrWiifbitewl, AffcJu.] 

[■ "TbiimxtnUblM fm L«ba koldi Eitana'iveAi 
nd,tbg^H1ia)»(>Bill,«icliMUia filled wtth tbehoHT 
of tbg Hun. F« hs thn* tuadted venet sn lika ts 
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RtStoot ut^ina will be I 
be cap I brio; to cool liee, vilt thou dijnk, 

Ttnr't LcncosM i 
aTber iriUk Grief Ibui Friendship Touldat tkou d«tl^ 

Because Love tmllcs no morq I 
Ml down by colling bitier herta, to >wiU 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 
^^«HANK5 for the vers« I I hope Lett- 
^W^K conOe was aa grateful as I am, and as 
^^^^ sensible to their power of soothiog. 
^WjSm Thanks too for the perfumes 1 Peri- 
cles it ashamed of acknowledging he is fond of 
them ; but I am resolved to betray one secret of 
his : 1 haTe caught him several times tryiif 
them, as he called it. 

How many things are there that people pretend 
to dislike, without any reason, as far as we know, 
for the dislike or the pretence I 

I love sweet odours. Surely my Cleone herself 
must have breathed her very sonl into these I 
Let me smell them again : let me inhale them 



Homor'i, ind these the wrote when but ■ 
yarn. In Ecar o( her mother, the stood cl 
or wsTJoe at the loom, the wbomthe Uus 
tteit tcnaaty—AiUAcltei, Ix. 19°'] 
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iato the sanctuaiy of my breast, lighted up by her 
love for their reception. 

But, sh Cleone 1 w1ia.t an importunate and 
exacting creature is Aspasia ! Have you iio 
willows fresh-peeled 1 none lying upon the bank 
lot biskets, white, rounded, and delicate as your 
fingers 1 How fragrant' they were formerly ! I 
have seen none lately. Do you remember the 
cross old Hermesionai t how he run to beat us for 
breaking bis twigs i and how, after looking in our 
faces, he seated himself down again, finished his 
basket, disbursed from a goaC-skin a corroded clod 
of rancid cheese, put it in, pushed it to us, forced 
it underroy arm, told us to carry it home mitA tit 
Godi t and lifted up both hands and blest us. 

I do not wish thai one exactly ; cheese is the 
cruellest of deaths to me, and Pericles abhors it. 

I am running over trifling occurrences which 
you must have forgotten. You are upou the spot, 
and have no occasion to recall to memoiy how the 
muni6cent old basket-maker looked after us, no 
seeing his dog at our heels ; how we coaxed the 
lean,ihag^,)us[Hciousa]iimBl; bow many devices 
we contrived to throw down, or let slip, so that the 
good man might not observe* it, the pestilence 
you insisted (m canjing ; how many namet we 
called the di^ by, ere we fboad the true one, 
Cyrta ; how, when we had drawn him behind the 
lentiik, we rewarded him for his assiduities, hold- 
ing each an ear nevenheless, that be might not 
carry back the gift to his master ; and how we 
p 1st ti-, *' vory Fra^nmC^ 
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erk of the 

1 Bball alwajs love the amell of the peeled 
willow. Have you none for me ? Is there no 
jrouag popUr then, with ■ tear in his eye on 
bursting into bud } I am cot ■peaking by meta- 
phor and asiaCically. 1 want the poplai^, the 
willows, the water-lilies, and the soft green 
herbage. How we enjoyed it on the Meander I 
what liberties we took with it I robbing it of the 
flowers it had educated, of those it was rearing, of 
those that came confidently ont to meet ns, and 
of those that hid themielves ; none escaped us. 
For these remembrances, green is the colour I 
love best. It brings me to the ForttmaU IiUmd 
and my Cleone ; it tnngs me back to Childhood, 
the proud little nuraa of Youth, brighter of eye 
and lighter of heart than Youth henelt 

These are not rc^^rets, Cleraie, they are respini- 
tions, necessary to existence. You may call them 
half'wishes, if you wilL We are poor indeed, 
when we have no half-wishes left us. The heart 
and the imagination close the shutters the instant 
they ate gone. 

Do not chide nie then for coming to you after 
the blossoms and buds and herbage : do not keep 
to yourself all the grass on the Meander. We 
used to share it ; we will now. I love it wherever 
I can get a glimpse of it. It ii the home of the 
eyes, ever ready to receive them, and spreading 
its cool couch for their repose. 
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fflpijM EMOPHILE, poor honest M<ihia\ ciea- 
Sf^nfi ture I liaa yielded to her infirmities. 
ffJiiPWi ^ l^^v spent almost as many hours 
*"^^™ with her in these last autumnal 
months, as I did in the earliest of my existence. 
She could not cany me in her arms again, but she 
was happy when mine were about her neck, and 
said they made her stronger. Do you remember 
bow often she dropt my hand to talce yours, 
because you never cried ? saying, 

" People never weep nor work, themselves, who 
can make others weep and work for them. That 
little one will have weeper and worker too about 
her presently. Look at her, Cleoue ! Cannot 
you look like that? Have not you two lips and 
two eyes 1 Aspaaia has not three. Try now 1 
Mind hotr I do it !" 
Good simple heart \ 

When she was near her end, she said to me, 
"Do you ever go and read those names and 
bits of verses on the stones yonder ? You and 
Aspasia used formerly. Some of them tell us to 
be sad and sorry for folks who died a hundred 
years ago : others to imitate men and women we 
never should have had a chance of seeing, had 
they been living yet. All we can learn from 
them is this, that our city never had any bad 
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people in it, but has been filled with weeping and 

wailing from its foundation upward." 

These things puzzled Demophile : ahe waa some- 
what veit that ihe could not well comprehend 
ibem, but praised the Gods that our house was 
safe, when many others must have been rent 
asunder : such > power of lamentation 1 

" My name," said she, " I believe, 13 a difRcult 
and troublesome one to pinfold in a tomb- 
stone: nobody has ever tried how it wonld 
sound in verse : but, if you and Aspasia thinii me 
worth remembering', 1 am sure you could do more 
with it than others could ; and you would lead 
your little ones, when the Gods have given you 
any, to come and see it, and tell them many things 
of old Demophile." 

I assured her that, if I outlived her, I would 
prove, in the manner she wished, that my memory 
and iove outlived her likewise. 

She died two days afterward. 

Nothing is difficult, not even an epitaph, if we 
prefer the thoughts that come without calling, 
and receiTC the first as the best and truest. I 
would not close my eyes to sleep until I had per- 
formed my promise. 

D«maphile rests here : ve will not sty 
That >bt ns iged, lest je torn m^ ; 
Nallul she lout hid nlfeTcd: oily woes 
Alooe QD touch joa ; gtt, uid pitr th«e ! 
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^^S^Si H poor Demophile ! ihe remembered me 
MGsvfl then ! How sorry I un I cannot tell 
HBmWM I lie i remember her 1 

'^^ Cleone I there are little thinga that 

leave no little regrets. I might have said kind 
words, and perhaps have done kind actions, to 
many who now are beyond the reach of them. 
One look on the unfortunate might liave given 
a day's happiness ; one sigh over the pillow of 
sickoess might have ensured a night'g repose ; 
one whisper might have driven from their victim 
the fillies of despair. 

We tUnk too much upon B'ial the Gods have 
given us, and too little viiy. 

We both are young ; and yet we have seen 
several who loved us pass away ; and wenevercan 
live over again as we lived before. A portion of 
our lives is consumed by the torch we follow at 
their funerals. We enter into another state of 
eiiltence, resembling indeed and partaking of the 
former, but another 1 it contains Uie substance of 
the same sorrows, the shadow of the same joys. 
Alas I how true are the words of the old poet. 

And emy dealh ii painful but the luL 

I often think of my beautihil nurse, Myrtate, 

now married very happily in Clazomenai. My 
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first verses were upon her. These are the verses 
I thought so good, that I nrotea lon^ dissertation 
ODthe trodtaic metre, to prove it the most m^g- 
niScent of metres ; and I mentiooed in it all the 
poets that ever wrote, from epigrammatic to epic, 
praising some and censuring others, a judge with- 
out appeal upon all. 

How you laughed at met Do you Tememher 
the lines? 1 wonder thej arc not wane tliao 
tbeyare. 

HttuI* t mar bcVTcn nw>id Tba 

Fartby mdeiiMM ud <xn I 

Diwiof nu in ail tby viFtuo. 

Dvdle, datBous, leatlQ, fair- 

Ona ilcH then aura bcededfl, 

1 can bOBBl Ihal ODB akue ; 
GraiefqJ heats tbe heart thv nursling, 
Myrtale I 'tis all thy mm. 



CII. 

PERICLES TO ASPASIA. 
|UB|^£CEIVE old Lycoris, and treat her 
^SS^B affaUy- She has much influence id 
^^9S3 her tiibe. The elderly of your mt 
ou*'-m1i possess □□ small authority in our city, 
and I suspect that In others too they have their 
sway. She majle me tremble once. Philotas 
asked her how she liked my speech, I forget upon 
what oecaiion : she answered, 
" His words are current words, and ring well \ 
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but unless he gives us more of tbem for the 
trouble of our Bitendance, he shall not be arcbon, 
I promise him." 

Now I know not how loi^ 1 could protnct » 
speech, nor how long I could keep my head under 
water : these are accomplishments I have never 
studied. Lycoria and I ue still frieuds however. 
In my favour she has waved her promise, and lets 
mc be an ' archOD.* 



ASTASIA TO 

B|^K*3T is difEcult and unsafe to pick up a 
^^9gg pearl dropped by Alcman. Usually it 
i^^gm is moist wtththesaltofitshabitation ; 
•^Biw and somethiitg not quite cleanly may 
be found adhering to it. Here, however, la one 
which even my chaste Cleone may look down on 
with complacency. 

"So pore mT lore ta, I amid light 

The Umli oo A^ic'i weddin^^ii^l. 

Nor bend to kn iHth H^a, 
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il lbs Sat thm il 



ua, who bears but an indif- 
ferent character nith the chaste, is irreproachable 
in those verses, which he appears to have written 
in the decline of life. 

Lon nn vith me, Iben mlk'd, Iben tale. 
Then «id, " Come, eoDe I H grom t™ late ;" 
And Iben he would hiTe gaat-tmt—aa. 
Yob euichi hli eye; he coald not go. 



CIV. 

PERICLES TO ASPASIA. 

^SBgQEND me a note whenever you are idle 
^^iyg>« and thinking of me, dear Aapasia t 
^^Ss^l Send it always by some old slave, 

petition, or something as good, and they will be 
sure to observe the pleasure il throws into my 
countenance. Two winds at once will blow into 
my saila, each helping me onward. 

If I am tired, your letter will re&esh me ; if 

I occupied, it will give me activity. Beside, what 

. a deal of time we lose in business I 
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A5PASIA TO PERICLES. 

■ OULD to heaven, O Pericles ! you had 
of your frieadB. You must always be 
the greatest man in the city, ivhoever 
may be the moat popular. I wish we could spend 
the whole day together ; must it never be ? Ate 
you not already in possessioii of all you ever con- 
tended for 7 

It ia time, metbinks, that you should leave off 
speaking in public, for you begin to be Diligent 
and incorrect. I am to write you a note whenever 
I am idle and thinking of you I 

Pericles 1 Pericles J how &r is it from idleness 
to think of you t We come to rest before we 
come to idleness. 
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PERICLES TO ASPASIA. 

IT republic it i« no euj Hblag to 
, obtaiD an let of divorce from power. 
It usiwll]' it delivered to us l^ the 
T of Death, or pretedtetl id 
due form bj our jodgei where the ojster' keeps 
open houie. 

Now, oyiten are quite out of seasoii in the 
summer of life ; and life, just about this time, I 
do auure jou, U ofteo woitfa keeping. 1 thougbt 
•o even before I knew you, when I thou^t but 
little about the matter. It is a casket not predoui 
in itself but valuable in proportion to what For- 
tune, or Industry, or Viitae, has placed within it. 

[■ "Tlie osuscisai wh onidDcUd in the Follnrini nam- 
bct:— Erar citiieD look i piece of broken pot or ■ ahell oa 
whkli be wrote the wuns of Ibc penon he wanted Is hive 
baniahecl, uHl oiried it to a part of the nvrkct-pbcc that wu 
incloied with woodeo aIU. The nufistntet thea omuitcd 
the Dumber of the ihella; vid if it amounied not to lot 
tluHiHcd, the oalraciBDi lUwd for nothing. IT it did, thcf 
lorted the shcllt, ud the person whose nBaie vu found 
on the ffieaten nomber wu dedared ia exile for ten yeara, 
bdt trith pemuseioD to enjoj bis profjert;." 

^Lan^iernt'tPliUiirch.Araiida.-i 
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TO CLEONE. 

■ HEN Pericles istoograTCand eilenl, I 
usually take up mj harp and sing 
to the earithen it would avoid or re- 
pose fiom discourse. He tells me that it not only 
eicitei the imagination, but invigorates eloquence 
and re&eshea memory : that playing on my harp 
to faim is like besprinkling a teiieUated pavement 
with odoriferous water, which brings out the 
images, cools the apartment, and gratiSes the 
lenses t^ its fragrance. 

" That instrument," said he, " is (he rod of 
Hennes ; it calls up the spirits from below, or 
eoaducts them back again to Elysium. With 
what ecstacy do I throb and quiver under those 
leficiUng ibowen of sound 1 " 
CoBM fprinUe bis nft nmiic a'er Ihs bciM, 

Briif DB ths mild colnin iuo bglit 
ThM now oblQirtly an ili tablet iwl. 

ShBW me ttt Botmn and figuru frcib and bright. 
Waked at th^ Ttna aod Icmch, agaia Ibe diofds 
Beatore vhat Tcstleas reui had moved avay, 

Youlli'a ibon-llTCd apHaff and Pleasara'a laiBinaf'day. 

I believe he composed these verses while I was 

playing, although he disowns them, asking me 

whether I am willing to imagine that my eiecu- 

don U become so powerless. 
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You remember my old song : it was 
been playing. 



The resdi an hard aod jeOav now, 
Na more tlisii tutted bsidB tlier bow 

To beckoa us behind the kcik. 
" What is it lilu r my molber said 

■* Mother I t cannot tell indeed, 
I've Ihougfat of all hard thiojis I know 
I've thoDghlof all tlie yellov too ; 

It mlT (u be liks the reed. 



CVIII. 

L TO CLEONE. 



Panenos has travelled into Egypt, u 
which country, he tells U9, the colours are as fresh 
upon the nails of the temples as when the; oere 
painted ; two thousand years ago. Peiicles 
[1 In the tempk of Zeu at Olrcnpia " that pan at the vail 
vhich laoppoeile the door is umply paioted blae» but all 

■he leit is painted wllh pictures by FanenDS This 

Panenos was the brother of Pheidiaa, sjjd paioied the pictnie 

«iB.fl*Br,T,.r.s.] 
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wiihei to bav« a repreMntatiou of me in the 
beginning of every OlTmpiad. Alas 1 what an 
imprudence I The most youthful lover never 
committed one greater. 

I niU not send a stranger to you, Cleme t I 
will send the fugitive of Miletus when Epimedea . 
was giving her the lecture \a the bath. Be quiet 
now \ saj nothing ; even the bath itself is quite 
imaginary. 

PanenoB plays upon the harp. I praised him 
for the simplicity and melody of the tune, and for 
his execution. He was but little pleased. 

" Lady," said he to me, " a painter can be two 
tbinga ; he can be painter and statuary, which is 
much the easier ; make him a third, and you re- 
duce him to nothing." 

" Yet Pericles," said I, " plays rather welL" 

"Halhirvulljl can believe," said he, "because I 
know that his master was Damon, who was very 
skilful and very diligent. Damon' like every 
clever composer I have met with, or indeed ever 
heard of, was a child in levity and dissipation. 
HU life was half feast, half concert." 

"But Panenoa," said I, " surely we may be fond 
of mniic, and yet stand a little on this side of 

" Aspasia !" he replied, "he who loves not 
music is a beast of one spedes ; he who overloves 
it it a beast of another, whose brain is smaller 

[1 Platarch tlna i. different uamnt of DunoD. " Ai for 

the niva.'—LanthirmsIliilareli, Pcriila.i 
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Uiaii a nigbtiiigale's, and his heut tliui a lizard's' 
Record me one memonble siyiiig, one witticism, 
one. just TsmulL, of uiy p«>t musician, and 1 
consent to uader^ the punisbment of iiaiaya». 
Some among them are innocent and worthj men ; 
not many, nor the &rst. Dissipation, and, what is 
ttnnge, se16shne«8, and disregard to punctuality 
in mgagemoits, are ctnnmon and nearly genoal 
in the more disCin^ished of them. 

" O Music ) ho« it ^eves me, that imprudence, 
iDtemperance, gluttony, should open their chan- 
nels into thy sacred ilream [ " 

Panenoi said (hii : let us never believe a word 
of it. He himself playa admirably, although no 
composer. 



C LEONE TO 
^IJS^ ASPASIAI have you heard (sou 
VwE^K surelymnst) that Ae people of Samos' 
Ha^B have declared war agabat us ? It is 
tSB«^4j hudly sixty years since our beautiful 
city wa^ captured and destroyed by the Persians. 
In vain ha^ she risen from her ashes with fresh 
splendour. Another Phryuicus will have perhaps 
to write another tragedy upon us. 

Is it an offence to be Sourishing and happy ? 
[1 " In ihfl sixth yeM of the tmce, uw broke out between 
SunoA and Miletus coaceniinj the town of Piiene." 

Thucdidis, i, 115. jj 
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The nofortuiuUe men and embraM : tbe fortu- 
nate meet uid tear each other to pieces. What 
wonder that tbe righteoni God« allow to [Otwpcritj 
(o brief a space I 



SSSjfllgE composed and tninqitil : read tbe 
MB^P* speech of Pericles to tbe Athenians. 

^g^^ SPEECH OF PBRICLES. 

' " The Milesians, it appears, have 
lent emlnssadors to you, O men of Athens I not 
entreatJug the co-openi,tion of jour arms, but the 
interposition of your wisdom and Inl^iity. They 
have not spoken, nor indeed can they deem it 
necessaiy to speak, of dangers recently undergone 
tc^ether wilb you, of ancient, faithful, indissolu- 
ble alUances, or the glory of descending from the 
same forefathers. On this pica Miletus might 
have claimed as a right what she solicits as a 
favour. 

" SunOS, O Athenians, has dared to declare war 
agsinat the people of Miletus. She envies us oar 
commerce, and, unable to Snd a plea for assail- 
ing us, strikes our friend in our sight, and looks 
impudently in our fices to aee whether we will 

" No, Atheniani, we will not resent it, until we 
have MDt cmbasMdors, to aak hei why she has 



...Ccgic 



■7B PERICLES ASD ASPASIA. 

taken up armt a^iast the p«M«fnl sad unoffend- 
ing? Itwerewell were it pennittedui to abstain. 
Yes, I feel I am haiarding' your bvuur bj recom- 
Uending^ delay and procr^^tiDatiOD ; but 1 do not 
apprehend that we are loiing much time. We 
have weapons, we have abips, we have the same 
•oldiers who quelled braver eoemies. The van- 
quished seem i^in to be filling up the nnks we 
have thinned. They murmur, they threaten, they 
conspire, they prepare (and preparation denounces 
it) hostility. Let them come forth against us. 
Wealth rises up to our succour in that harbour : 
Glory stands firm and bids them defiance od those 

" Wait, wait 1 twenty days only ; ten ; BOt ten ? 
" Little becomes it me, O Athenians ! to oppose 
your wishes or to abite your ardour. 

" Depart then, heralds 1 and carrf with you 



TO CLEONE. 

R!^9^{ij HAVE asked Pericles to let me see all 
^^W^ his speeches. He declared to me that 
(^^KvtQ he has kept uo copies, but promised 

of them fiom his friends. I was disappointed and 
grieved, and told him I was angry with him. He 
answered thus, taking me by the hand. 

" So, you really are angiy that I have been 
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negligent in the preservation of my ipeecheg, 
after all my labour in modelling and correcting 
them. You art anxious that I should be praised 
as a writer, by writers who direct the public ia 
these matters. Aspasia I I know their value. 
Understand me correctly and comprehensively. I 
mean partly Che intrinsic worth of their com- 
mendations, and partly (as we pay in the price of 
our ulensiis) the fiishion. I have been accused 
of squaodering away both the public money and 
ray own : nobody shall ever accuse me of paying 
three obols for the most grandly embossed and 
most sonorous panegyric. I would excite the 
pleasure (it were Coo much to lay the admiration) 
of judicious and thoughtful men \ but I would 
neither soothe nor irritate these busybodies. I 
have neither honey nor lime for ants. We know 
chat good writers are often gratified by the com- 
mendation of bad ones \ and that even when the 
learned and intelligent have brought the materials 
to crown their merits, they have looked toward 
the door, at some petulant imirking page, (or the 
thread that was to bind the chaplet. Little do I 
wish to bear what I am, much less what I am not. 
Enough for me Co feet the consciousness and effect 
of health and strength : surely it is better Chan 
Co be Cold by Chose who salute me thaC I am look- 
ing very well. 

" You may reply thaC Che quesCicm turns not 
npon complimenCs, but upon censure. 

" Really I know noC whaC my censurers may 
wriCe, never having had the advanCage of reading 
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their lucubrations ; all I know \% this, i[ I am 
Dot tiar Pericles, 1 am at leut the Peiicln of 
Aspasia and the Atheiuaas." 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

E were convening on oratory and 
orators, when Anaxagoias said, look- 
ing at Pericles and smiling, 
" They are described by Hesiod in 
3, which he applies to bimaelf and the 

LiB i«y like the Intli ve lell. 
And, when we with it, mith u irelL" 

Meton relaxed Erom his usual seriouuiess, bnt 
had DO suspiciOD of the application, saying, 

" Cleverly applied indeed I " 

Peiicles enjoyed equally the simplidty of Metoa 
and the slyness of Anaxagoras, and said, 

" MetOD I onr friend Aoaiagoras is so modest 
a man, tbal the least we can do for him is to 
acknowledge hii claims a* heir general to Hesiod. 
See them registered," 

I have neier obserred the temper of Pericles 
either above or below the enjoyment of a joke ; 
he invites and retaliates, but never begins, lest he 
should appear to take a liberty. 

There are proud men of so much delicacy, that 
it almost conceals their pride, and perfectly 
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Metou ncTer talks, but xnsneri questions with 
great politeness, ■Ithough nich less clearness and 
precision than you would expect. 1 remarked to 
him, one evening, that mathematicians had great 
advantages over others in disputation, from the 
habitude they had acquired of exactness in solving 
their problems. 

" Wemathematicians,"answeredh«, "lay claim 
to this precision. I need not mention to you, 
Aspasia, that o( all the people who assemble at 
your house, I am the only one that ever wants a 
thought or word. We are exact in our own proper 
workmanship. Give us time, and we can discover 
what is false in logic ; but I never was acquainted 
with a mathematician who was ready at correcting 
in himself a flaw of ratiocination, or who produced 
the fitting thing in any moderate time. Com- 
position is quite beyond our sphere. I am not 
envious of others ( but 1 often regret in myseltthat, 
while they are delivering their opinions freely and 
easily, I am arranging mine ; and that, in com- 
mon with all the mathematicians of my acquaint- 
ance, I am no prompt debater, no acute logician, 
DO clear expositor, bat begin in hesitation and 
finish in confusion." 

I assure you, Cleone I have been obliged to 
give order and regularity to these few words of 
the wise contemplative Meton, and to remove 
from among them many that were superfluous 
and repeated. When he had paused, I told him I 
sometimes wished he would exercise his powerful 

" I have hardly time," said he, " for study, much 
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lesj for diBputatioD. Rarely have T known a db- 
putantwho, however deiteroua,didnot either drive 
by Truth or over her, oi who stopped to salute her, 
unless he had something fine or novel to display- 
He would stumble over my cubes and spheres, 
and I should leave my leg in his nooiw." 

" And yet Anaxagoras and you agree well 
together," said I. 

" Anaiagoras," replied he, " usually ask* me 
short questions, and helps me himself to explain 
them. He comes to me when I am alone, and 
would find no pleastue !o showing to others my 
perplexity. Seldom do I let bim go again, until 
he has giveo me some help or some incitement in 
my studies. He suggesu many things — " 

" Silence, good Melon 1 " cried Anaiagom, " or 
I may begin to talk of a luminaiy wbos« light 
has not yet reached the eatth." 

The three men smiled, tbej have tome meaDiajf 
un communicated to me. Perhaps it is a remark 
of Pericles, in encouragement of Anaiagoraa, that, 
while others pass before us like s half-obol tow- 
link across a dark alley, and dazzle and disappear, 
his loftier light has not jet come down to the 
intellects of his fellow-citizens ; or perhapt it 
may really have a reference to some discorery in 

Pericles goes in person to command the expe- 
dition against Samos. He promises me it will 
toon be ready to sail, and tells me to expect him 
back again within a few months. Artemon* is 

[1 '<p«rlc:flsln tbiA flicgc miuk use at bfttterin^ cPEipctt 
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preparing machmes of great magnitude for the 
attack of the city. He teaches me that the 
Samians are brave and wealthy, and that no city 
is capable of such a reaistance. Certainly never 
were snch preparations. I hope at least that the 
report of thenj will detain your enemies at home, 
and at all events that, before thej land, you will 
leave Miletus and come to me. The war is very 
popular at Athens : I dare say it is equally so at 
Samos — equally so at Miletus. Nothing pleases 
men like renewing their ancient alliance with tbe 
brutes, and breaking off the more recent one with 
their fellow ci 



il, O Kiave heads 1 thu yt 



And »ek ye now the highcsl good 
In strife, in snpiWi, and in blood f 



To make Uk happier fret and fi^t. 
Ah 1 when will come Ihe calmer day 
vnien these dark elondi jhall piM awsy f 
When (should two dtie> disagree) 
The yoiuki:, the beanlHms, and the hee. 
Rnshing with all their luce, ihall meet. 
And atrn^le vith embraces awot, 
Till they Tho may havn an&i'd mo« 
Gin In, and o*d the battle lut. 

Lndhehed An«mon,(bc engineer, along with him, 

(Rut ttf bis lamenva, was earned about on a llltc 

~Lan^anUi PUilareh,Ptn 
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Philosophy does not always play fair with us. 
She oftea eludes us when she hu invited us, and 
leaves ui when Uie has led us the &rthest way 
from home. Perhaps it is because we have 
jumped up bora our seats at the Erst lesson she 
wouU give us, and the easiest, and the best. 
There are tew words in the precept, 
Give pleasore : »ceJva il -- 
Avoid giving pain : avoid receiving ft. 
For the duller scholar, who may find it diEGcult 
to learn th« whole, she cuts each liue in the 
middle, and tells him kindly that it will serve the 
purpose, if he will but keep it in his memory. 



CLEONE TO ASPASIA, 

surely some could always be found both willing 
and proper to arbitrate on any dissension. If 
litigations are decided by arbiters when two men 
contend, (as they often are,) surely it would be 
an easier matter with cities and communities ; 
for they are not liable to the irritation arising 
from violent words, nor to the hatred that springs 
up afresh between two men who strive for pro- 
perty, every time they come within sight. I 
believe the Greeks are the happiest people upon 
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earth, or that ever are likely to exist upon it ; and 
chiefly from their separation into smail comrau- , 
nities, independeDt govemnienls, and laws made 
by the people for the people I But unless they 
come to the determiiuLtioa tliat no war whatever 
shall be undertaken until the causes of quarrel 
are eiacoined, and the conditions of accommoda- 
tion are proposed' by others, from whom impartia- 
lity is most reasonably to be expected, they will 
exist without enjoying the greatest advantage that 
the Gods have offered them. Religious men, I fore- 
see, will be sorry to displease the God of battles. 
Let him have all the kingdoms of the world to him- 
self, but I wish he would resign to the quieter 
Deities our little Greece, 

Preparations ire going on here for resistance 
to the Samiacs, and we hear that Athenian ships 
are cruising off their island. 

In ease of necessity, every thing ia ready for 
my departure to the sources of the Meander. I 
will prove to you that I am not hurried nor fright- 
ened ; I have leisure to write out what perhaps 
may be the last verses written In Miletus, unless 
we are relieved. 

LITTLE AOLAE. 

f allisr 1 iho liiik gill w« MO 
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ASTASIA TO CLEONE. 

^en^ERODOTUS, od retuming from his 
S^^^^ victoiy >t the Uljtnpian giames, wu 
SJ Bs^^ the guest of PericlM. Yon saw him 
B ^SSH afterward ; and he might have lold 
you that Pericles was argent with him to remain 
at Athens, True, as a stranger, he would have 
been without influence here in political affairs. 
It is evident that he desires no such thing, but 
prefers, as literary men should always do, tran- 
quillity and reliremecL These he may enjoy in per- 
fection where he is, and write the trulh intrepidly. 
Pericles has more than ooce heard from him. 
Life passes in no part of the world so easily and 
placidly as among the Grecian colonies in Italy. 
They rarely quarrel, they have room enough, tdCd 
enough, wealth enough, and not too much. One 
petty tjrant has sprung up among them lately, 
and has imprisoned, exiled, and murdered the best 

Pericles was asked hi) advice what should be 
done with him. He answered, 

" I never interfere in the affairs of others. It 
appears to me that, where you have nothing but a 
weazel to hunt, you should not bring many dc^ 
into the lield, nor great ones ; hut in fact the rat- 
catcher is the best counsellor on these o 
he neither makes waste nor noise.' 



...Ccgic 



- PERICLBS ASD ASPASTA. iS; 

The tTTant, we heu, is lickeniDg, tmd many 
epitaphi are already composed for him : the 
shortest is, 

The pJemy dupol Mntinas ISet bene I 

Herodotus tells, that throughout the lower 
Italy, poverty is unknown ; every town well 
govemed, every field well ploughed ; every 
meadow well irr^ted, every vineyard pruned 
scientifically. The people choose their higher 
magistratea from the most intelligent, provided 
they are not needy. The only offices that are 
salaried are the lower, which all the citizens have 
an eqnal chance of attaining ; some b; lot, some 
by suffrage. This is the secret why the govern- 
ments are peaceful and durable. No rich man 
can become the richer for them ; eveiy poor man 
may, but honestly and carefully. 



CLEONE TO 

j^^Hjf ^OR INN A was honoured in her native 
W^^^ place as greatly as abroad. This is 
SJ ^^Bfl the privilege of our sex. Pindar and 
v^'^a^A jEschylus left their country, not be- 
cause the lower orders were indiffereat or unjust 
to them, but because those who were bom their 
equals could not endure to see them rise their 

What a war against the Goda is thii I 
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II leems ai if it ware decreed by a pabtic edict, 
that no one sfaal! receive from tbeia an/gift above 
a certain value ; and that, if they do receive it, 
they aball be permitted to return the Gods no 
thanks for it in their native city. 

So then I republics muat produce genius, and 
kings reward it i 

So then I HieroandArchelaUs'mustbeelevated 
to the rank of Cimon and Pericles I O shame 1 
O ignominy I 

What afflicts me deepl; is the intelligence we 
receive thai Herodotus has left Ionia. He was 
crowned at the Olympian games ; be ma invited 
to a public festival in every dty he visited 
titroiighout the whole extent of Greece, «ven 
his own was pleased with him, yet he too has 
departed — not to Archelafls or to Hiero, but to 
the retirement and tranquillity of Italy. 

I do believe, Aspasia, that studious men, who 
took so quiet, are the most restless men in 
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OSATION OF PERICLES TO THE 30LDIEBS 

KOUND SAM OS. 

^^C^ITTLE time ii now left us, O Atheniani, 

^^^^^ between the consideration and the 
C^^^jg accomplithmeiit of our duties. The 

submitted to joar decisioa in the Agora, wai 
acknowledged with accltmations ; the success of 
it you have insured by your irresistible energy. 
The port of Samos is in our possession, and we 
have occupied all the emineDcea round her walls. 
Fatieoc* is now as reqnisite to us as to the enemy ; 
for, although every city which can be surrounded, 
can be captured, yet in some, where courage and 
numbers have been insufficient to drive off the 
besieger, Nature and Art may have thrown up 
obstacles to impede his progress. Such la Samos ; 
the strongest foitress in Europe, excepting only 
Byzantion.' But ByzaDtion fell beforeour fathers ; 
and, unless she become less deaf to the reclama- 
tions of honour, less indlEFerent to the sanctitude 
of treaties ; unless she prefer her fellow-soldiers 
to her common enemy, freedom to arist^xracy, 
friends to strangers, Greeks to Asiatics, she shall 
abase her Thradan fierceness before ui. How- 
ever, we will neither <pum the suppliant nor 
punish the repentant : our arms we will turn for 
ever, as we tum them now, against the malicious 

[■ With the Sunima, Byziintion slu nvohcd." 
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rival, the ali«iial«d Telative, the apostate con- 
federate, and the proud oppressor. Where a sense 
of d^itj U tunt and teeble, and where reason 
hath lain anexercised and inert, many nation* 
have occasionally been happy, and even flourish- 
ing under king* : but oligarchy hath ever been 
a cune to all, from its commencement to its 
close. To remove it eternally from the vicinity 
at Miletus, and from the well-disposed of that 
very city by which hostilities are denounced 
against her, is at once our interest and our duty. 
For oligarchs in every part of the world are 
necessarily our enemies, since we have already' 
shown our fixed determination to aid and support 
wilb all our >trength the defenders of civility and 
freedom. It is not in our power, (for agiunst our 
instiluCioEU and consciences we Athenians can do 
nothing,) it ii not in our power, I repeat it, to sit 
idly by, while those who were our fellow^om- 
batants against the Persian, and who suffered 
from hit aggression even more than we did, are 
assailed by degenerate lonians, whose usurpation 
Testa on Persia.' We hive enemies wherever 
there is injustice done to Greeks ; and we will 
abolish that injustice, and we will quell those 
enemies. Wherever there are equal laws we have 
Mends ; and those friends we will succour, and 
those laws we will maintain. On which side 
do the conaiderMe and religious looic forward to 

[1 m Id.." linji.-} 

[■ " CeTUJn nl the Samiuii .... utetcd inla a con- 
fedenc; wilb Fiaulhnes, ton of HrMacpo, who atthu time 
wu In pna at Stiaii."—Thtr:HlHla, i. tis, 4-] 
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« of the Gods ? Often have they 
deferred indeed their righteous judgments, but 
never have they deserted the loag-snffeiing and 
the brave. Upon the ground where we were 
stuiding when you last heard my appeal to you, 
were not Xenes and his myriads encamped ? 
What drove them from it f The wisdom, force, 
and fortitude, breathed into your hearts by the 
immortal Gods. Preserve them with equal con- 
stancy \ uid your return, I promise you, shall 
not have been more glorious from SaUmis than 
from Samoa. 



ASPASIA TO CLEONE, 

^jfftSO MUSTaiwayssendjoupoetiywben I 
E^gl^W find it, whether in a greater quantity 
j^Sfcm or a smaller : not indeed all I happeu 

even of careful collection, is mere trash. If there 
19 a word too mu^ in sense or sentiment, it u no 
poem ; just as, if there is a syllable in a verse too 
much, it is no metre. I speak only of thete 
shorter ; not of those which are long enough to 
atretch ourselves on and ^eep in. There are 
poeLical cooks so skilful in dividing the tendons 
of their cub-fed animals, that they contrive to fill 
a capacious dish with a fen couples of the most 
C Not IB ttt (AJ 
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matgre and tottering. From Athens jrou sb»11 
have nothing thit U not Attic. I wish I could 
alnaya ^ve jou the names of the authors. 

LoakUthU [oanuinl Gods uoimd 



Sty, bna nol Gods been hapiiy loo I 
The fbUowing were compOKd on a picture ii 
vhich Cupid is represented tearing i rosebud. 



Doai it not (ri«t lliee In dasrojr 

I( thoo iBiul do a, cmel boy, 

Fu diiUat be Ibe boor I 
II Ibe met bloom (u tlnasd with firs 

From thy am torch) mnst die, 
Let it. oh feoeroDA Lott T expin 

The next is, a Fawn to Briopis, a wood-nyn 
who had permitted a kiss, and was sorrj for it 
Tell BO, Eijopk, Th]' 
Lies ID shade th&t Ungnf d eye ? 
Hul thsD cau^l Ihe hinlcr's shout 

Whiihet leodi the dDwiitraid «y7 
TrnM me : dcvb be ifnld 
0\ thy Fawn, my little nuid. 
He will Dcier all tbee Deu, 
Press thy finpr, pineh thy e»r. 
To idnoiie il overspceid 
SwiJIly with pellndd tod. 
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Ncr rinUl bmd and ilender teet 
Under fnill-lsid table meet. 
DdOi do! Ik ilstxAj know 
All IhT mmdeiing, »ll 1I17 we» f 
CodHl to veep b wnr Id Tmia« 
1 vill lead tbee buck sgnlii. 
SU^ ud humleiB ns Ibe tlip 
That bal soCI'd Ibe udden'dlip. 
Nov tbe plvs i> tbovn to me 



CLEOHE TO ASPASIA. 

AMOS has blleo, Pericles will hive 
I given jou this infoimation long befoie 
lay letter can reach you, uid perhaps 
the joy of the light-hearted Athenians 
ffill be over ere then. So looo dies away the 
satis&iction of great exploits, even of luch as have 
swept ■ generation from before us, have changed 
the fortunes of a tbousaod more, and indeed have 
shaken the last link in the remotest. We hear, 
but perhaps the estimate is exaggerated, that the 
walls of Miletus, of Ephcaus, of Priene, are, in 
comparison to Santos, as the iences of a £irm-yard 
are to them. Certain it ia that the vanquished 
fleet was more formidable than the united navies 
of Corinth and of Carthage, which are rated as 
next in farce to the Athenian. 

By this conquest, we are delivered from im- 
minent danger ; yet, I am ashamed to say it, our 
citizens are ungrateful already. It is by the 
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I of the AtheaiaD* that they are not 
ilavM ; and (hey reatoa as basely as if they were. 
They pretend to say that tl was jealousy a! 
Samos, and the sudden and vast incre^ue of hei 
maritime power, but by no means any Section 
for Miletus, which induced them to take up anns ! 
Athens had just reason for hostility ; why should 
she urge, in preference, unjust ones? Alasl if 
equity is supported by violence, little can be the 
wonder* if power be preceded by blsehood. Such 
a reflection may be womanish ; but are not all 
peculiarly so which are quiet, compassionate, and 
consistent I The manly mind, in its continual 
course of impediments and cataracts, receives and 
^ives few true images ; our stagnant life in this 
respect has greatly the advantage. 

Xanlhus, the friend (you remember) of poor 
Xeniadea, fought as a volunteer in the Athenian 
army, and was entrusted with the despatches to 
our government. 

" Xanlhus 1 " said the General, " your country- 
men will hereafter read your name, although it is 
not written here ; for we conquerors of Samoa are 
no little jealous one of another. Goandcongratu- 
late the Milesians : they will understand us both." 
I asked him many questions. He replied with 
much simplicity, " I was always too much in it to 
know unjthing about it. The principal thing 1 
Temember is, that Ferictes (I was told) smiled at 
me for a moment in the heat of battle, and went 
on to another detachment." 

^ lit fd.,"iroDder7aeat''} 
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CLEONE TO 

5Si!5?3 ^^ wind, I luiderataiid, hu delayed tny 

JuSI^K ^t Utter in harbour, and continues 
^pn^^ adverse. Every day \re receire some 

intelligence. True is it, we discover, that the pre- 
Tailbg party had beeo supported at once by the 
Pelopannesians and the FeTsiaDs. The chastise- 
ment of the delinquents is represented as much' too 
mild. " They would have made us slaves, let us 
make them bo." Such, with scourges and tortures, 
were the denunciations of the people and the 
soldiery ; and more vehemently in Ssmos than 
in Miletus. The ieadera oi the oligarchy (now 
supprest for ever) were two men of low eilraction, 
Lysimachus and Elpcoor. We daily hear soms 
story, well known in Samoi only, of these incen- 
diaries. Lysimachua was enriched by the colloca- 
tion of his wife with an old dotard, worn out by 
gluttony and disordered in intellect. By his last 
testament, made when he had lost his Mnses, he 
bequeathed her fifty talents. The heirs refused to ■ 
pay them ; and Lytimacbus would have pleaded 
her cause before the people, had they not driven 
him away with shouts and stones. Nevertheless 
he was thought a worthy champion of the faction, 
and the rather as his hatred of his (ellow-citi«n* 
[^ Irl id,, "tstv iddcIlI 
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and tonner companiona mast be sincere and inei- 
tin^ishable. Elpeaor is br advanced in age. 
His elder ion was wounded b; accident, and died 
within the walls. ATarice and parsimony had 
always been his characteristics, under the veil how- 
ever of morality and religion. The speech he made 
at the funeral is thus reported, 

" It hath been, O men of Samos < the decree of 
the immortal Godi, whose names be ever 
blessed I . . ." 

" Hold hard there 1 Cannot you see that there 
are no more sparks in the pyre ? . . . the wine 
smells sadly . . throw do more on them . . take 
it home to the cellai "... "to remove from my 
aged eyes, from my frail embraces, the delight of 
my life, the staff of my declining years, all spent 
in the service of my beloved country. It la true 
I have another son, rising out of his adolescence 
, . here beside me . . O my child I Molismt^s I 
Molismogis ! on such a melancholy occasion dost 
thou, alas 1 tie indissolubly and wastcfuUy that 
beautiful piece of packthread f Thy poor be- 
reaved mother may want it ; and it will fail her 
in the hour of need." 

Two torches were borne before the funeral. 
One of them presently gave signs rather prema- 
turely emblematical of our mortal state, and could 
be restored to its functions by no exertion of the 
bearer, first waving it gently toward its com- 
panion, then shaking it with all his might, hori- 
zontally, vertically, diagonally, then holding it 
t> lit id. Hoe folloin 'Hud knots I Ivud knots! hud 
fuel hudfUel"! 
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down despondingly to the earth. Elpenor beckoned 
to him, uid asked him in his ear how much he 
had paid for it. 

" Half a drachiDii." 

" Fraud I " cried Elpenor, " fraud, even at the 
tomb t before the dead, and before the Gods 
of the dead I Ftooi whom did jou make the 
purchase ? " 

" From Gylippides, ion of ^oracles." 

"Tell Gjlippides, son of An'oractes," calmljr 
said Elpenor, " that in my love of equity, in my 
duty to the state, in my piety to the Gods, in my 
pure desire to preserve the tranquillity of his 
conscience, I cite him before the tribunal, unless 
he refund an oboL" Then aloud, " It was not in 
tbii manner, O Athenians J that our fbte^thera 
reverenced the dead." 

He gave way under his grief, and was carried 
back with little commiseration. £lpenor is among 
the richest men in Greece, unless the conquerors 
have curtailed his treasures. It is but reasooaUe 
that every thing such men possess should com- 
pentate the people for years of rapine, disunion, 
and turbulence ; for the evil laws they erticled, 
and for the better they mii-administered and 
perverted. 



"^gP^ 
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CLEONE TO ASFASIA. 

HORSE verses, it may be, than any of 
those irbich yau lately sent to me 
affect me more. Thereis nogiddiness 
in looking down the precipices of 
youth ; it is the rapidity and heat of its course 
that brings the giddiness. When we are near its 
tennination a chilly thrill conies over us, whether 
we look before or behind. Yet there is Bome- 
thing like enchantment in the very sound of the 
voti. yoiUh, and the calmest heart, at every season 
of life, beats in double time to it. Never expect 
a compensation for what you send me, whether 
prose or poetry : but eipect a pleasure, because it 
has given me one. Now here are the worse verses 
fur the better, the Milesian for the Attic 

1b basLsning dh ; bat whf a the gnlden orb 
StTik« Ibe extreme of evtb, and when the gulpha 

Djinpiiea and tloorn ijivade fn, \ then we think 
Ah I thus <9 it wilh ronth. Too fait bis feet 
Sun on for algbl ; bmr folloirs hour ; fa-r miJd 
SiHueedi foir maid ; biiEfat eyes benar his coneh ; 
The cheerful hom Mnkena him ; the fean, 
The revel, the ealangUng dance, allure, 

Heave up hta buoyant buDm on their wave. 

[> Hoi in la a1] 
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: while, and Dmi— Ah Yoalh ] dcu 



ASPASIA. TO CLEOHE. 

nijBLril NOUGH, enongh is it for me to see 
W^&Sy my Pericles safe at home again. Not 
V^^^sL ' word haa be spoken, Dot a queatioD 
»™W8<il have I asked him, about the odious 
war of Samoa. He made in'Samos, I hear, a most 
impressive oration, to celebrate the obsequies of 
these brave soldiers who Tel!. In Athens, where 
all is exultation, he has rendered the alain the 
moat glorious aod' triumphant, and the fatherless 
the proudest of the living. But at last how little 
worth is the praise of eloquence I Elpenor and 
Lysimachus lead councils and nations I Great 
Gods 1 Surely ye muat pity us when we worship 
you . . we, who obey, and appear to reverence, 
the vilest of our species 1 I recover my step; I 
will not again slip into this offal. Come, and 
away to Xanthns. Ay, ay, Cleone 1 Simplicity, 
bravery, well-merited and well-bome distinction 1 
Take bim, take him : we must not all be cruel 

[> ij( td., '• irf the."J 
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MSPAStAI you mistake. Grant me the 
presence ofEtiendship and the memoiy 
oflovel lliioniyinthisconditioDthat 
~:>e secure from fears and 
other wesknesses. I maj adiDire XanChus ; and 
there is pleasure in admiration, tf I thought I 
could love him, I should begin to distrust and 
despise myselt I would not deseerate my heart, 
even were it in ruins ; but I am happy, very 
happy ; not indeed altogether as I was in early 
youth . . perhaps it was youth Itself that occa- 
aiooed it. Let me think so I Indulge me in the 
silence and solitude of this one fancy. If there 
was anything else, how sacred should it ever be 
to mc 1 Ah yes, there was ! and sacred it is, and 
shall be. 

Laodamia' saw with gladness, not with passion, 
a God, conductor of her sole beloved. The shade 
ot Xeniades follows the steps of Xanthus. 

[■ Compwc Woidtwonli'i posm, a finniiu d Lwidx'i-l 
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CLEONB TO ASPASIA. 

^gffij^ARTIES of pleasure are fetting uit, 
^^^^^ every dij almost, for Samoa. We 

iSkvWI mean. iBuspectthat nofcw ofuslalse 
an unworthy delight in the humiliatioo and 
misetyof the fair Samiajis. Not having leeo, nor 
intending to Me them mjseU, I can only tell 
you what I have heard of their calamities. 

Loud oulicries were raised by the popular 
orators agaioat such of them as were suspected of 
Eavoring the Persian faction, aodit was demaoded 
of^the judges that they should be deported and 
exposed for slave*. This menace, you may well 
imagine, caused great anxiety and alarm, even 
among those who appeared to be quite resigned 
to stich a destiny while the gallant young Atheo- 
ians were around the walls. But, to be sold 1 and 
the Gods alone know to whom I Old moroae 
men, perhaps, and jealous women I Some' Euapect 
it was at the instigation of Pericles that a much 
severer chastisemenc has be^llen them. They 
have been condemned to wear the habiliments 
of Persians, Surely no refinement of cruelty c: 
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be called an ornament to the female form. Tliia 
decree has been carried ioto execution ; and jou 
would pity even the betrajera of their counliy. 
Whether in ignorance of what the Persian habit 
is, or from spite and malice, the Samian ladies are 
□bligetl to weu sleeves of lufGcient amplitude to 
conceal a traitor in each ; aod chain a,'ititer5ectiiig 
the forehead with their links and omamenta ; and 
hair not divided along the whole summit of the 
head, but turned back about the centre, to make 
them resemble the heads of some poisonous snakes. 
Pnrthermare, the dresses are stripped ignomi- 
nioiul]' off the shoulders, as for some barely con- 
ceivable punishment, and &stened rouod the uin* 
in such a manner that, when thej attempt to reach 
anything, or even to move, they are constrained lo 
shrug and writhe like the uncleanlieat pertont. 
Beside, they ar« quite at the mercy of any wicked 
idler in the street, who, by one slight touch, or by 
treading on the hem, might expose them br more 
undisguisedlj to the gazes of th« multitude.' 
This barbarian garb has abeady bad such an 
effect, that two* have casttfaemselves into the sea ; 
and others have entreated that they may, as was 
firtt threatened, rather be sold for slaves. 
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CLBONE TO A^A^A. 
ft^BCTDIOUS, ai undoubtedly iras the 

gs lhtyK D priesthood, and liable as are all ex- 
dSBOii ceues to a ttill farther exa^eration in 
the statement of them, you will hardly believe the 
effronteiy of the successful demagogues. Not 
contented with undeniable proob, in r^ard to 
the enormous and mismanaged wealth torn away 
from the prieals of Bacchus, they have invented 
the most improbable Ealsehood that the malevo- 
lence of Action ever cast against the insoleoce of 
power. They pretend that certain men, some of 
Mtdent family, more of recent, had conspired to 
tmumit the rdns of govehiment to their elder 
■ons. Possession for life is not long enough 1 
They are not only to pass laws, but (whenever it 
so pleaaei) to impede them 1 They decree that 
the first bom male is to be the wiaeit and beat 
of the hmily, and shall legislate for all Samos t 
Democracy has just to go one step further, and 
to pennade the people (ready at such times to 
beiiere anything) that the oligarchy liad resolved 
lo lender their power bereditaiy, not only for 
one generation, but for seven. The nation, so 
long abiued in its understanding, would listen to 
and believe the report, ignorant that artutrary 
power hu never been carried to inch extravagance 
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even in Persia itself, although it is reported, 
that ia India the lower orders of people were 
hereditarily aubject to tb« dominatioD of a priri- 
legcd class. But this maj be false j and indeed 
it must be, if what is likewise told u« coaceraing 
them be true, which is, that thej have letteis 
amoDg them. 



CXXIV. 

ASPA5IA TO CLEONE, 

UB^KJOU have ^vcd me io your two Ust* 
feHfaKe a great deal of curious inibrmatioa, 
ff^B^W about the discoveries that the d«ma- 
i felt B Sm gt^ues made, or pretended to hare 
made, in Samos. It is credible eoough that the 
oligarchs were desirous of trajisinitting their autho- 
rity to their children ; but that they believed so 
implicitly in the inbtuation of the dtixens, or 
the inunutability of human events, as to expect a 
continuation of power in the same bimiliei for 
seven generHttocs, is too gross and absurd, even 
to mislead an insurgent and infuriated populace. 
He indeed must be composed of mud from the 
Nile, who can endure with patience this rancorou* 
fabrication. Id Egypt, we are told by Herodotnl 
in his Eralii, that t)u lat of a kttald ii of antra a 
itraJd; and, ^ any man hath a loader vae» Itam 
ht, il geafir netiuig. 

[!■««/. "lulltlias.'! 
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Hereditary beralds are the proper officers of 
hereditary lawgivers ; and both are well worthy 
of digiiity where the deities are cats. 

Strange oversight I that no provision should 
ever have been devised, to ensure in these tutelar 
and truly household Gods an equal security for 



cxxv. 

ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

^BgHBUSES of many kinds, and of great 
Ki^gwU enormitf , have bera detected by the 
B^p1|n Samiana in their overthrown govem- 
"9h«K ment. What eiasperates the people 
most, and indeed the most justly, is the discovery 
that the ruling families have grossly abused the 
temples, to the high displeasure of the Gods. 
Sacrilege has been carried to such a pitch, that 
some among them have appdnted a relative 
or dependent to the service of more than one 
sanctuary. You remember that anciently alt the 
worship of this island was confined to Juno. She 
displeased the people, 1 know not upon what 
occasion, and tbey suffered the greater part of her 
bnes to fall in niini, and transferred the richest 
of the remainder to the priests of Bacchus. 
Several of those, who had bent the knee before 
Judo, took up the thyrsus with the same devotion. 
The people did indeed hope that the poor and 
needy, »nd putkuUrly such as had lost their 
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limbs in war, ottheir parents or their cliildren by 
shipwreck, would be tuccoureii out of the wealth 
arising from the donuuns of the priesthood ; and 
the rather u theae domains were bequeathed by 
religious men, whose whole soul rested upon 
Judo, mud wbo»e beqoect wai now utterly fras- 
trated, by taking them from the sister of Jupiter 
and giving them exclusively to his son. Beside, 
it was recollected by the elderly, that out of these 
vast posacisions aid was afforded to the state 
when the state required it ; and that, wherever 
there atood one of these temples, hunger and 
•icknesi, sorrow and despair, were comforted and 
assuaged. The people, it appears, derived no 
advantages from the change, and only grew more 
dissatia&ed and violent ; for, if those who had 
officiated in the temples of Juno were a little 
more licentious tban became the mioisters of a 
Goddess, they did not run into the streets, and 
through the country places, drunk and armed ; 
nor did they »eize upon the grapei, because they 
belonged to Bacchus ; nor up<Hi the com, because 
it it unwholesome to drink wine without bread ; 
nor upon the cattle, because man cannot live on 
bread alone. These argiunents yon may suspect of 
insufficiency ; what then will you think when you 
hear another reason of theirs, which is, that the 
nation has no right to take from them what 
belongs to the Goddess. The people ciy, ^oa 
lAiM eat it bibmg IB yau f Pushed upon this side, 
they argue that they should not be deprived of 
their salaries, because they are from land. What I 
reply the citizens, Ar4 nat gold and silvtr tke 
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praductt of had ako f Bat lot^ possessioD . . 
Wt mil Ttmidy that too, as vnU as «v cati. The 
soldiers and sailors Eiave the most reason Co 
complain, wben they see twelve priests in the 
enjoyment of more salary than seven thousand of 
the bravest combatants. The military are dis- 
banded, and deprived of pay, at the instant when 
their services are no longer necessary | yet no 
part, it appears, of a superfluous and idle priest- 
hood is to be reduced or regulated ; on the con- 
trary, it is rapacious and irreligious to take away 
three temples from a venerable occupant of four. 
Was ever soldier soimpudent as to complain that 
rations were not allowed him in lour detachments 
of bis army ? The downfall of the old faction 
will be of little benefit to Samos, while these 
insults and iniquities press upon the people. 
Unless those who are now entrusted with power 
tesolve to abolish the gross abuses of the priest- 
hood, the wealth of which is greater and worse 
applied in Samos than it is even in those countries 
where the priests are sovrans, and venerated as 
deities, little imports it by whom they are 
governed, or what Gods they venerate. It is 
better to be ruled by the kings of Lacedjemon, 
and wiser to salute in worship the sun of Persia, 
Never surely will the island be pacified, until 
what was taken from Juno shall also be taken 
from Bacchus, and until the richest priest be 
reduced in his emoluments &r below Che level 
of a polemarch. 
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A8PASIA TO CLBONE, 

S£gSgIIOSBof3n)iirletter9,nijCleoiie, which 
^gJIS^S relate to the affairs ol Samos, and 
^^^^1 especially to the priests of Juno and 
SSKSSo Bacchus, have led me into many re- 
flections. The people of Athens are the most 
religious of anj upon earth ; but I doubt whether 
they are the most just, the most generous, the 
most kindly. There is not a friend, whatever 
benefit they may have received from him, whom 
they would not abandon or denounce, on a sus- 
picion of irreverence to Pallas ; and those in 
general are the most hnalical and furious whom, 
as Goddess of wisdom, she has least favoured. 
Your neighbours, the Samians, are more judicious 
in their worship of Juno. They know that, as 
long as Jupiter hath a morsel of ambrosia, she 
witt share it, although he may now and then in- 
dulge in a draught of nectar to which her lips 
have no access. The Samians have discovered 
that wealth is not a requisite of worship, and that 
a temple needs not a thousand parasangs of land 
for its inclosute. If we believed that Gods could 
be jealous, we might fear that there would be 
much ill blood between Juno and Bacchus. It is 
more probable that they will look on cahnly, and 
let their priests fight it out. The Persians in 
these matters are not quite bo silly aa we are 
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Herodotua telis us that, instead of altars and 
temples, the verdure of the earth is chosen for 
their sacrifice ; and music and garlan<3s, prayers 
and thank^vin^, are thought u decent and 
acceptable as comminationB and blood. It does 
not appear that they are less moral, or leas reli- 
gions, than those who have twenty Gods, and 
twenty temples for each. The wiser men in 
Athens tell us that the vul^r have their preju- 
dices. Where indeed is the person who nev»r 
has repeated this obaervation 7 Yet believe me, 
Cleone, it is utterly untrue. The vulgar have 
not iAtir prejudices : they have the prejudices of 
those who oughi: to remove them if they had any. 
Interested men give them, not their religion, but 
clubs and daggers for enforcing it ; taking from 
them, in return, their time, their labour, their be- 
nevolence, their understanding, and their wealth. 
And are such persons to be invested with the 
authority of lawgivers, and the splendour of 
satraps t The Simians have decided that ques- 
tion. Priests of Bacchus, let them diffuse the 
liberality and joyousness, and curtail a littk from 
the (waggering stateliness, of him whom the poet 
calls in bis djthyrambic, 

Thr tiffr-bonu and mortal-motherid God- 
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ASPASIA TO CLEONE. 

«MgEPH£STION,' whom I never hive 
qK^K mentioned to jou, and whom indeed 
SK kIr I hardly know b; name, il going to 

the eve of hii departure. It is said that his 
vetKi are de&cient in tenderness and atnenity. 
Certain it i», that he by no means indulges in the 
display of them, whatever they may be. When 
Pericles had read the following, I asked him what 
the thought of the author. " I think," replied 
Fcriclesi "that he will never attempt to deprive 
me of my popularity." 

1 am sfraid he is an ill-tempered man : yet I 
hear be has suffered on many occasions, and par- 
ticularly in regard to his fortune, very great in- 
justice with equally great unconcern. He is never 
seen in the Agora, nor in the theatre, nor in the 
temples, nor in any assemblage of the people, nor 
in any society of the learned ; nor has he taken 
the trouble to enter into a confederacy, or Strike 
a bargain, as warier men do, with any praiser; 
no, niit even for the loan of a pair of palma in 
the Keranticos.' 

1 have now said all I believe you will think it 
[' ThsemnbelitlledoabllliatiD dcEcribiog Ihli cbanctsi 
Undoc vu thinking of himself.] 

■ For hers « Die monummu ot all the Atbeniais who 
lea in balUe t>r M* « Land."— Aauwdi, 1. 1^\ 
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requisite for me to saj, on a citizen so obacuro 
Knd 10 indifTereiit a poet. Yet even he, poor 
man t imagines that his effusions must endure. 
This is the most poetical thought I can find in 
him ; but perhaps he may have written what is 
better than my specimen. 



To gultH Itae hard honey « the Bidsi. 
And fivo It me (or having beaird me sing. 
Sagn Bod IriendB ! a better caflEc mudos 
For wlahinf no bUck ull apoa mj tout. 
'Tli, frinidB and aga I Ictt. vben other men 
Say words a Ultle gentler, ye repent, 
Yet he forbidden by siem pride to share 
Tlie golden cup of kindness, pushing bach 
YoDi seats, and gsfiping for a dranghl of scoi 

Be, when yon mo5l would aavt it, cwt erf ras 



And ye, O fUends I I 
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CXXVIII. 
CLEOHE TO ASPASIA. 

HSPASIA ! I hsve nunj thingi to ay m 

reply to jour last letter. 

Beliere me, I can take little in- 
a any ill-tempered man. He- 
pluestioD ii this, you tell me, and there ia 
nothing in hia ImmbUs to make me doubt it. 
Neither do they contain, yon justly Temark, 
any thing lo characteristic of a poet as the con- 
fidence he ezpresies that he ahall live. All 
poets, good and bad, are poawMed by thi* con- 
fidence ; because the minds of them all, how- 
ever feeble, however incapacious, are carried to 
the uttermost pitch of enthusiasm. In this dream, 
they bncy they stand upon the same eminence, or 
nearly so, and look unto the same distance. But 
DO poet, or other wrileri supposing him in hia 
senaes, could ever think seriously that hia works 
will be etemal ; for whatever had a beginnii^ 
must also have an end \ and in this predicament 
are languages. Like the fowls of the air, they 
are driven from the plains and take refuge in the 
mountains, until at last they disappear, leaving 
some few traces, some aounda imperfectly caught 
up. Highly poetical works, or those in which 
eloquence ia invested with the richest attributes 
of poetry, are the only ocea that can prolong the 

a dialect. Egypt and Phoenicia and 
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Cluld«*, beyond doubt, contain mtuy treatiMi 
on the uti and sdencei, althougli unpubluhed, 
and preaerred only hy the priesthood, or by the 
deMcndsnti of the authors and discoverer*. These 
are certainly to p>» away before inventions and 
iinproTementa more important. But if there ii 
any thing of genius, ia their hymns, &blet, or 
historiea, it will remain among them, even when 
their lai^uaget shall have undei^one many varia- 
tions : and nfterward, when they are spoken no 
longer, it will be incorporated with others, and 
finally be claimed as original and indigenous by 
nations the most remote and dissimilar. Many 
streams, whoie fountuns are now utterly dri«l 
up, have flawed from afar to be lost in the ocean 
tA Homer. Our early companions, the animalt of 
good old .i£*op, have spoken successively in every 
leuned tongue. And now a few words on that 
gsntleat and most fatherly of masters. Before we 
teach his fables to children, we should study them 
attentively! onrselvei. They were written for the 
wisest and tlie most powerful, whose wisdom they 
m^^ increase, and whose power they might 
direct. There are many men, of inflnence and 
authority, apt enough to take kindly a somewhat 
■harp bite from a dog or monkey, and to be indig- 
nant at the slightest touch on the shoulder from 
% fellow-creature. It is improbable that a hble 
wilt do many of them much good, but it may do 
S little to one in twenty, and the amount ia by no 
means luiimportant in that number of generations. 
TtieonlyuMof^sop to childien,aft«r the delight 
P IK «{„ *Ri]F atteUhdT.1 
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he gives them, is the promotion of familiarity md 
friendship with uiimaii, in proportioQ as chej 
appear to deserve it : and a. great use indeed it 
is. I[ I were not afraid that one or other of these 
vigilant creatures might aoip at me, I would now 
begin to quarrel a little with you. And yet I 
think I sliDuld have on mj lide some of the more 
edacious, were I to repreheod you for letting an 
ill-tempered man render you supercilious and 
UDJtut. How do jou know, pray, that Heplues- 
tion may not live ? and quite as long as he fandei 
be iImII ; a century, or two, or three. Even in 
the lamiia there is a compression end energ; of 
thought, which the best poets sometimes want, 
and there is in them as much poetry aa was neces* 
sary on the occasion. The poet has given us, at 
one stroke, the true impression of a feature in his 
character ; which few have done, and few can do, 
excepting those features' only which are oearfy 
alike in the whole fraternity. 

Doubtless we are pleased to take our daily 
walk by streams that reflect the verdure and the 
flowers : but the waters of a gloomy cavern may 
be as pellucid and pure, and more congenial to 
our graver thoughts and bolder imaginations. 

For any high or any wide operation, a poet 
mast be endued, not with passion indeed, but 
with power and mastery over it ; with imagina- 
tion, with reflection, with obaervatian, and with 
discemmenL There are however some things 
in poetry which admit few of these qualities. 
Comedy, for instance, would evaporate under too 
[' No! in 11/ B*J 
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farrid A fkucy : and tbe wnndt of the Ode would 
beduUedind de«denedby beiog too closely OTer> 
arched with the fruitage of reflection. Homer in 
himself ii mbject to none of the pauiont ; but be 
■ends them all forth on his enajidi with as mudi 
piecision and velodtj as Apollo hii golden arrowi. 
The hostile Gods, the veiy Fates themsetves, muK 
have wept with Priam in the teut before Achille* : 
Homer stands unmoved. 

Aspaiia I there is everj reason whj a good* 
natured person should make us good^iatured, 
but none whatever why an ill-natured one should 
make us ill-natured : neither of them ought to 
make us unjust. You do not know Heptuestiwi, 
and you speak ill of him on the report of others 
who perhaps know him as little as you do. You 
would shudder if I ventured to show you the posi- 
tion you have taken. Ill-tempered you cannot 
be ; you would not be uufeir : what if, in the 
opinion of jour friends, you should be a more 
■hocking thing than either I what, in the name of 
the immortal Gods I if i should have found you, 
OD this one occasion, a somnambulist on the verge 
of vulgarity J 

Take courage : nobody has seeo it but myself. 
If there are had people in the world, and may-be 
there are plenty, we ought never to let it be 
thought that we are near enough to be aware 
of it 

Again to Hephtestion. 

It is better to be austere than ambitious : better 
to live out of society than to court the worst. 
How many of the powerful, even within the con* 
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Boh at tbeir own bouadMld, will be na«nb«r«<I 
Jeu «ffeeti«utely and lutinglj than tuoe apor- 
nnra and talking dawa I and, amoog th« nnmbar 
of tlKwe wboaredeitiiMd 1« be known berMlUr, 
of how many wUl the memoij be laden with con- ' 
tampt or with ezecntion I To the wealthy, pniiid, 
and arrogant, the Godi have allotted no longer an 
exiattDce, than to the nteniila in their kitcheni or 
the vermin in their lewen : while, to those whom 
•udi periahable* would depresi and vilify, the 
•ame Eternal Beinf^ have decreed and rati&ed 
their own calm comdouraeu of plaatic power, of 
immovable luperiori^, with a portimi (irameaaur- 
ablj p'eat) of their wiadom, their anthori^ and 
tlurir dnratim. 



CLXONE TO ASPASIA. 

HE have kept TOUT birtli^7, AqM«te I 
On theae occaaiona I am relnctaet 
to write any thing. Politeneas, I think, 
and humanity, ahonld i^wayi check 
the predpUancy of coi^ratnlatioD. Nobody ia 
felidCated on Imiic- Even the loaa of a bracelet 
or tiara is deemed no mlject for merriment and 
alertness in our friendi and followers. Surdy 
tiien the marked and registered loss of an irre- 
puible year, the lost a! a limb of Hie, ov^t to 

So long ii it, O Aqxuia I lince we ban rttad 
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